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Scenes from Macksville's Spring Festival — ^, 
the music makers Ts MAY 1 6 18 the booths — 


They’re called the Indiana Oldtime 
Fiddlers Inc. and that tells you 
what kind of music they play. The 
group (at right) held court for two 
hours Saturday at the Macksville 
Spring Festival, filling the warm 
spring air with the sounds of str- 
inged instruments. (Below left) Art 
Neville fiddles away. (Below right) 
Not all members of the group play 
fiddle, of course; Odessa Ellsworth 
pitched in with mandolin accom- 
paniment. More music—gospel and 
country—is on tap for this after- 
noon from 1:30-6. 

Staff Photos/Bill Williams 
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West Vigo High School Vikings were, fittingly, one of featured attractions in parade, 
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Three factors prevent 
Hulman Center from. 
attracting major events. _ 
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Proud to live in West Terre Haute 


Residents see town as goo 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


WEST TERRE HAUTE — They're proud 
of their town and their heritage. 

Residents here say their volunteer fire 
department, schools and Little League fa- 
cilities are second to none. 

And they don't appreciate those who call 
them ‘‘River Rats." 

“You have to live here to appreciate it," 
said Tom Slater, a service merchandiser 
for Weiterau, Inc., which supplies: “No 
Frills” stores. “It’s not a rich town, but it's 
a town that pulls together pretty good." 

Slater is president of the West Vigo Band 
Boosters and a reserve officer with the 
West Terre Haute police department. 

The Band Boosters have been hard at 
work raising $16,000 to purchase new uni- 
forms this year. Local merchants supported 
the effort. 

The band plays at every town event, 
Slater said. 

Slater gets upset by some of the miscon- 
ceptions Terre Hauteans have about their 
western neighbor. Typically, they'll identi- 


Self-sufficlent: Town has own services, such as 


water. 
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fy West Terre Haute with poverty and 
*"Toadhop."' 

But there's plenty of wealth here, and 
many known government figures and pro- 
fessionals live in suburban West Terre 
Haute, Slater said. “I’m proud I live in 
West Terre Haute.” 

James Withem, town board member, 
said local government has come a long way 
in the past four years. When the current 
three-member board took office, the town 
was $40,000 in debt and nearly bankrupt, he 
said. 

He cited several improvements made by 
the town board, including remodeling of the 
town hall and police station, and the 
purchase of three police cars. Several new 
businesses have opened and the town now 
has its own newspaper, the Macksville 
Gazette. 

"The community has a lot more spirit 
than it had," Withem said. 

The town's 1983 budget is $149,000. The 
town has a street and police department, its 
own water works and a clerk-treasurer. 

“I think people realize we're trying to 
improve ourselves," Withem said. 

Gerald Rader, volunteer fire department 


E 


chief, said he has 49 volunteers, including 41 
firefighters and eight emergency medical 
technicians. The department serves both 
the town and part of Sugar Creek Township. 
The department made 390 runs in 1982, and 
200 so far this year. 

Of West Terre Haute, Rader said, "There 
may be nicer places, but I haven't run into 
them yet." 

Sarah Beckley, head librarian at the Vigo 
County Public Library branch here, has 
completed a condensed history of West 
Terre Haute. The town once had the poten- 
tial to surpass its sister city across the 
Wabash in business and industrial develop- 
ment, primarily because of several coal 
mines in the area. 

But when the mines closed — beginning 
in the Depression and continuing through 
the 1950s — the boom didn't materialize. 

Today, the population of West Terre 
Haute stands roughly at 4,500. About 70 
businesses, most small and self-owned, are 
located within city limits. 

The town has an active Rotary Club, and 
the West Vigo Merchants Association, 
founded four years ago after a 10-year 
absence of a similar organization, recently 


began the Macksville Spring Festival. 

A major improvement came in the 1960s, 
when a levee was constructed to protect the 
southern part of town against flooding from 
Sugar Creek. 

In recent years, several businesses have 
adopted the town's former name, 
Macksville, in their titles. For a time, 
serious consideration was given to changing 
the town's name back to Macksville, named 
after Samuel McQuilkin, who platted the 
area in 1836. The town became West Terre 
Haute in 1894 after its incorporation. 

Slater wouldn't oppose a name change. “I 
feel the town has improved so much that by 
changing its name, it might give us a whole 
new image." 

Mrs. Beckley, who has worked at the 
library since 1961, described the people as 
proud and protective of their community. 
“I think they enjoy their independence from 
the jurisdiction of Terre Haute," she said. 

But the town is not without problems. 
Many cite the town's reliance on a septic 
tank system, and along with it, curtailment 
of possible business and industrial growth. 
Others also speak of a need for more 
recreational activities for youths. 


d, getting better 


Tami Pruiett, 16, Route 14, is one who 
speaks outright on the need for improve- 
ments. ‘‘They could clean it up a little bit. 
It's messy." 

She said some friends lack pride in West 
Terre Haute, although most are loyal to 
their hometown. 

But she has a lot of praise for West Vigo 
High School, which she attends. 

Carlos Aballi, assistant principal at West 
Vigo High, attributed the school's success 
to a smaller student population — around 
835 — and close interaction between stu- 
dents and teachers. “We all know the kids, 
and the kids know the teachers," he said. 

Other schools include West Vigo Middle 
School, and three elementary schools — 
West Vigo, Fayette and Consolidated. 

Erna Finger, executive director of the 
West Vigo Community Center, 127 W. John- 
son Ave., described West Terre Haute as a 
very tight-knit community. She believes 
Terre Hauteans should visit or participate 
in West Terre Haute activities to better 
understand the community. 

“I think West Terre Haute has an awful 
lot of potential," she said. ''The people I've 
met are honest and outspoken. I like that." 


Boys of summer: A fledgling Steve Garvey watches bat hit ball. 
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U.S. 150 and National Avenue. 
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Long quits 
force; says 
he'll file sui 


By Kathy Gurchiek 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


| Timothy Long, who won a legal battle to 
be reinstated to the West Terre Haute 
Police Department, was to report for work 
Friday. A 

. Instead he resigned. 
''Longs resignation, coupled with his 
intent to sue the West Terre Haute Town 
Board for damages, took his attorney by 


Bur prise. 

_ “Thad no idea this was coming. It’s news 
to me,” John C. Ruckelshaus said in a 
telephone interview Saturday from his 
Indianapolis home. 

' Long’s court-ordered reinstatement in 
May, based on a judge’s ruling that his 
Sept. 9, 1983, firing was illegal, concluded 
about 17 months of legal maneuvering. 
Now residing in Anderson, the 35-year-old 
Long was reinstated by the West Terre 
Haute Town Board and given back pay 
after his successful fight against his 
dismissal. 

In a letter of resignation dated May 30, 
Long informed Town Board President 
James Herrington he intends to file suit 
against West Terre Haute for an un- 
determined amount of damages. He alleges 
board involvement in false and malicious! 

rosecution against him, according to the 
etter. He did not indicate in the letter 
when he intended to file suit. 


Long could not be reached for comment 
Saturday. 

Herrington said he was not surprised 
that Long did not to return to the Police | 
Department after winning back pay and 
reinstatement. 

“He’s got a good job" as guard at the 
Indiana Reformatory in Pendleton which 

ays better, Herrington said Saturday. 

errington indicated ignorance of the, 
allegations in Long's letter. | 

Board vice president Clarence Beck Jr. | 
also said he was not surprised by Long's 
resignation. 

“We were going to have to create a 
vacancy if he came back,” Beck said. There 
are four full-time policemen, including 
Chief Harold “Hap” Harris, in the depart- 
ment, he said. 

Long also alleged in his letter that Beck 
was an active participant in his dismissal. 

“Well I was," Beck said Friday. “I was 
on the board when we took action against 
him to release him.” Beck was vice 
present under President James Withem. 

larence Lyons was board secretary, a 
position he continues to occupy. 

Beck said he did not know why Long 
intends to sue the town. 

“I have no idea what he's talking about,” 

Beck said. “We paid him everything he had 

coming" in back pay, which was sent to the | 
court May 16 for payment to Long. | 
"Long was working Saturday as a guard | 
at the Indiana Reformatory, a telephone | 
call there indicated. 

Long was appointed a West Terre Haute 
policeman in August 1980. Before that, he 
served as a member of the Terre Haute 
Police Department from June 1, 1970, to 
May 19, 1979. i 


{Community Affairs File 


Vigo County Public Library 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Í 
TERRE f 


Community Affairs File 


Former cop sues ex-poli 


West G 


3 AUG 3 

A former West Terre Haute police officer 
is suing a former West Terre Haute police 
chief for $3,000. ^" 2E 

Timothy Long of Michigan City filed the 
small claim this week against John Steven 
Leisure of 227 West Miller Ave., West 
Terre Haute. 

The lawsuit says Leisure obtained a 


ice cl chief 


A 
MEC. on fact 6, Git for Sheng arrest 
“based on information that he knew to be 
falsified.” 

“As a result of this false prosecution, I 
have been denied gainful employment 
from the period from September 1983 to 
April 1984,” the suit said. 
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Long's suit against WTH chief pr 
dismissed in small- claims court’ 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A former West Terre Haute 
police officer's lawsuit against a 
former West Terre Haute police 
chief for $3,000 was dismissed 
.Tuesday in Vigo County Court 
* Division 5. 

Timothy Long of Michigan City 
; filed the small claim July 

against John Steven Leisure of 227 

est Miller Ave, West Terre 
Haute. 
- The lawsuit said Leisure ob- 
tained a warrant Dec. 6, 1983, for 
Long's arrest "based on informa- 
tion that he knew to be falsified." 

"As a result of this false prosecu- 
tion, I have been denied gainful 
employment from the period from 
September 1983 to April 1984," the 
lawsuit said. 

The harassment charge men- 
tioned by Long was dismissed June 
5 by Vigo County Court Division 5 
Judge Dexter L. Bolin Jr. 
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On Tuesday, Bolin also dis- 
missed Long’s lawsuit against 
Leisure because neither side 
showed up in court. 

Court staffers said they talked 
twice on the telephone Tuesday 
with Martha Long, who may have 
been in town to represent Timothy 
Long's side of the case. 

Martha Long first inquired if the 
case was still scheduled to be heard 
Tuesday and was told it was. Later 
in the day, she called the court 
again, saying someone supposedly 
from the court had called her just 
15 minutes after her first call to 
say the case was put off, court 
staffers said. 

During the second call, Martha 
Long said she was 150 miles away 
from Terre Haute and would be 
going on home. Court staffers said 
they did not tell Martha Long that 
the case was put off. ` 

The $3,000 lawsuit is just the 
latest in a complex web of litigation 
involving Long..and West Terre 


Haute officials. uc 


The West Terre Haute Town 
Board first tried to fire Long on 
Sept. 9, 1983, effective Sept. 10. 
Long objected, saying he had not 
been given a hearing, and the 
board conducted a hearing Dec. 13, 
1983. On Dec. 19, 1983, the board 
entered findings of fact terminat- 
ing Long effective Dec. 13. 

On Jan. 12, 1984, Long appealed 
the board's action. 

The case was moved to Clay 
County, and Judge Ernest E. 
Yelton on April 15 ruled the firing 
procedures were fatally flawed. 
Long should get his job back, with 
back pay, the judge ruled. 

The 35-year-old Long was re- 
instated with back pay — but on 
May 31, the day he was to report 
for work, he resigned. 

In a letter of resignation dated 
May 30, Long told the Town Board 
he intended to file against West 
Terre Haute for an undetermined 
amount of damages, claiming 
board involvement in false and 
malicious prosecution against him. 
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Ped d 
update. WTH's 
‘ordinance lHióok 


The West Terre Haute Town Board 
appe ded monthly expenses, discussed 
ordinance revisions and dispersed de- 
partmental duties during a meeting 
‘Tuesday. 

A citizens’ committee has updated and 
revised town ordinances. Town Attorney 
Dennis Stark told the board he will soon 
begin comparing old ordinances with 
revised versions for legal snags. 

If no legal Er arise, revamped 
ordinances will be published, he said. 
Following publication, the board is ex- 
pected to vote on accepting the revisions at 
its next meeting. | 

The ordinances have needed updating to. 
meet present-day needs. Penalties were 
increased in some cases. 

her ordinances would clarify authori- 
ty in ordering buildings demolished. In one 
situation, a building that had burned at 
the corner of Paris Avenue and Church 
Street is still standing and needs to be torn 
down, board member Lenny Isles said. 

Isles reported to the board during 
discussion of the water department, that 
July’s 13.5-percent water rate increase has 
increased monthly revenue from $2,100 to 
$2,200 

In dispersing duties, the board approved 
giving major departmental responsibilities 
to board members. Board President Jim 
Herringtion will head the Street Depart- 
ment, vice president Clarence Beck the 
Water Department and Isles the Police 
Department. i 
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Town's budget 
gets good: review 


* Only $5,000 was cut from West 
Terre Haute's town budget during 
à recent county tax-adjustment 
board review, Town Board Presi- 
dent Jim Herrington said Tuesday. 
“Tax board member Charles 
Fouty said it was the best budget 
that West Terre Haute has had in 
a long time,” Herrington said. 
* Cuts came from fire-protection 
funds. but if the state Board of 
Accounts approves the budget, fire 
protection would not be substan- 
tially altered, Herrington quoted 
Fouty as saying. 
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Leaf burning got ou of fa HR said. “My main concern is to sÜP 
spread to a couple of acres open-trash burning,” said Lar” 
southwest of St. Mary-ofthe- who intends to bring up the mat 
Woods Village shortly after noon to Vigo County Council membe ~ 
Sunday. The fire was under control «in West Terre Haute it's QU 
in less than five minutes, but could ible” h id. “In western V 
have become dangerous, said Capt. riole Mesa) ll kv Th 
Sam Lane of St. Mary's Volunteer County its really terrible.. » 
Fire Department. _ . T waste barrels give out toxic fum 

“I urge people not to burn right from burning plastic and ot 
now when it's dry and windy,” Lane — debris. J 
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Ashburn’ akes post 


in West Terre Haute 


'. Greg Ashburn has been named to 
replace Bill Presnell as West Terre 
Haute water superintendent. 

| Ashburn, an eight-year water 
works employee, was named dur- 
ing Monday’s Town Board meeting. 
Presnell has taken another job in 
private industry. 

; Town Board also authorized the 
repair of a pumping facility on 
Ferguson Hill. One of two water 
pumps there has been inoperable 
and needs replaced, board Presi- 
dent Jim Herrington said. 

' In another board matter, Her- 
rington said work on newly revised 
ordinances will be delayed so that 
Town Attorney Dennis Stark can 
study them further. 
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West Terre Ud Án A 
without water much of 
Wednesday. 

Students in West Vigo and | 
Consolidated elementary 
schools were sent home early. 

James Herrington, Town 
‘Board president, said there 
was “no water at all” for a time 
Wednesday because old piping 
burst Tuesday and then 
valves around the break broke 
Wednesday. 

The town had realized there 
might be a problem that would 
require installing new valves, 
Herrington said. 

Pat Richey, deputy clerk at. 
the water works office, said 
the town’s pumps were shut 
down from about 11 a.m. to 
3:45 asc except for a brief | | 
period when repairs were | 
thought to have been com- 
pleted. 

Richey said any fire while | 
the pumps were shut down! 
would have been handled by. 
Drenguere using tanker 

: tre Filo trucks. 

Community Affairs File She said the state -Board-of | 
Health recommends boiling 
water before using it for 72 
hours after a break is re- 
paired, but “I think that’s up 
to the people." 

The outage also hit Routes 
11, 14, 15 and 16, which are 
serviced by the West. Terre 
Haute System. water works 
officials said 

Charles Clark, Vigo County 
School Corp. deputy 

‘superintendent, said buses 
‘picked up students from West 
‘Vigo and Consolidated 
‘elementary schools at 12:45 
.p.m. Wednesday because of 
‘the lack of water. West Vigo 


C high and middle schools re- 

REFERENC E ATE | mained in session thanks to 

DO NOT CIRCUL NE eum a holding tank, 
ark sai 


; Both elementary schools 
‘will be in normal session 
today, school officials said. 
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"lus lerre Haute 
West Vigo 
needs WAGES) -igs 


In an ironic twist to the 
torrent of rainfall in the 
‘Wabash Valley, West Vigo 
‘High School may be closed 
today because of a lack of 
water. . ` 

A water tower at West Vigo 
had too little water Tuesday, 
said Charles Clark, deputy 
superintendent of the Vigo 
County School Corp. 

"We plan to monitor the 
tank during the night and if it 
reaches an acceptable level by. 
morning, then we will have 
school," Clark said. 
"Otherwise, we will close the 
school until the tank is suffi- 
cient} filled to service the 
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Town's efforts to feed 
195 families in need,. 
The West lekte NHaüte 
Christmas basket fund will provide 
food baskets to 195 needy families& 

Saturday. 

West Vigo students, Pillsbury® 
Co., church groups and Wabash 
Valley residents donated food andw 
$1,452 in cash to the fund, drive 
chairman Norval “Wally” Walton 7 
said. h jia! 

“We raised around $3,000 in 
total contributions and will spend 
between $40 and $60 for each 
basket, depending on the size of the 
family," Walton said. “We’ll give 
them to needy families from West 
Terre Haute and the surrounding 
area." 

The baskets will be distributed 
at 9:30 a.m. Saturday from the 
West Terre Haute Police Station - 


after fresh chickens are-baught, io 
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Jim Herrington, president of the 
West Terre Haute Town Board, 
reported at Monday night's meet- 
ing that the defective water-pump- 
ing station on Ferguson Hill has 
been repaired. 

"The two-day water emergency 
we had last month should not 
happen again,” Herrington said. 
"However, we have found that the 
shed protecting the pumping gear 
needs to be replaced to prevent 
runoff water damaging the new 
equipment." 

A total of $10,841 was spent by 
the water works to repair the 
station, including installation of 
two new pumps, four new valves 
and the necessary piping and 
wiring. 

Herrington said the recent in- 


ould not repeat, 


crease in water rates barely cov- 
ered the cost of repairs. “If the rate 
increase had come a little later, we 
would have been in bad shape.” 

Because of the new equipment, 
the water works expenses for 
November were $22,775.72, which 
was approved for payment. 

wk w 


In other business: 


Garbage contract 
awarde 


The board approved, without 
comment, a $2,700 bid submitted 
by Charles Becker Sr. for garbage 
collection in the town. Becker was 


` the sole bidder on the contract and 


will average 105 pickups per week. 
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Equipment to be sold 


The board has put up for bid 
some equipment no longer used. 
Among the items for sale are a 
billing machine, a copierand some 
base heaters. 


Christmas fund rising 


Wally Walton, chairman of the 
basket fund, reported he is nearing 
his goal of $2,000 for goods to fill 
about 200 Christmas baskets for 
the needy in the town’s area. He 
said he has collected $1,404 so far 
and spent $400 on commodities 
Monday. The baskets will be de- 
livered to homes beginning at 9 
a.m. Dec. 21 
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BRAZIL — The attorney for 
Timothy Long, a former West Terre 
Haute policeman, has failed in an 
attempt to have the West Terre 
Haute Town Board conduct 
another hearing on his client's job. 

John C. Ruckleshaus, Long's 
Indianapolis attorney, has been 
claiming Long was illegally fired in 
1983. = 

In a motion filed Jan. 2 in Clay 
Circuit Court, Ruckleshaus said a 
transcript of a Town Board meeting 
Dec. 13, 1983, was unintelligible. 
The attorney said another hearing 


sbould be conducted by 


h; Artaire 


phe, Ten, 
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Judge refuses to order tow 


to have another he 


Au um 


Board, with a court reporter 
present to take down every word so 
the actions relating to his client 
can be established. 

Dennis H. Stark, attorney for the 
Town Board, replied in a motion 
Jan. 4. Even though the transcript 
may not have every word of what 
was said, Stark stated the 
transcript was good enough to be 
understood in conjunction with a 
tape of the town meeting. Stark 
also argued against a new hearing 
because two new Town Board 
members have been seated since 


aring 


own board 


‘on Long 


the case was filed, and they are not 
familiar with the allegations 
against Long. 

Clay Circuit Judge Ernest E. 
Yelton said Monday, he decided 
not to order a new hearing. 

The judge gave the attorneys a 
maximum of 39 days from Monday 
to file additional legal papers in the 
case. 

The case was moved to Clay 
County on a change-of-venue mo- 
tion by Ruckleshaus. Yelton took 
original contentions in the case 
under advisement Nov. 27, 1984. 
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Water rates, firefighters draw 
attention at WTH board Session 


By Joe Baker Į s JAN 1 5-1935 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


»- Increased water rates, a contract 
Yor volunteer firefighters and the 
status of a lawsuit filed by a 
“dismissed policeman were dis- 
«ussed during a regular meeting of 
the West Terre Haute Town Board 
»on Monday. 
= The town is seeking a 30 percent 
ater-rate increase, raising in- 
«town rates from $3.53 for a 3,000- 
.gallon minimum to $4.58. Out-of- 
rtown rates would go from $9.40 for 
:2,500 gallons to $12.22 for 3,000 
*pallons. 
v; A hearing on the rate increase is 
sxcheduled before the Public Service 
Commission on Feb. 14. 


The increase is being sought to 
shore up sagging revenues brought 
on by a $12,000 repair to one of the 
town's wells and prospects for 
similar repairs to another well, 
Clerk-Treasurer Ruth Miller said. 

A major $40,000 to $50,000 
overhaul of a waterworks tower 
also is required, Miller added. 

Meanwhile, a special Town 
Board meeting is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. Monday for discussing a 
1985 contract for volunteer 
firefighters. Miller said she sub- 
mitted a firefighters’ budget of 
$10,000. 

Attorney Darrell Felling, 
representing the firefighters, 
hinted at proposing a $15,000 
budget. 

Felling also suggested that 
wheels ought to be set in, motion 


now if the Town Board might 
contemplate seeking a separate tax 
rate for fire department funding. 
He speculated the process would 
take two years. 

Town Board attorney Dennis 
Stark said he was awaiting a Clay 
County court ruling on an objection 
he filed to a rehearing sought by 
former policeman Tim Long. Long 
is contesting his dismissal, claim- 
ing procedures for the job action 
were not properly followed. 

In other action, Stark said he 
would draft a resolution at the 
behest of Dr. Enrico Garcia, who 
has expressed a desire to become 
town physician. Stark said Garcia 
is interested in helping the town 
secure any health-related grants 
that might be available, Stark said. 


Vigo County § 


File 


Still serving 
Old Valley High School no 
with activities of West. 


By Carol Swearingen 
Assistant Living Editor 


nx AN ri SSS 
Valley High School may only be a memory in 


the hearts of alumnae, but the former West 
Terre Haute high school's gym still echoes with 
voices of young and old alike. 

*We try to serve anyone who walks through 
the door," Erna Finger, West Vigo Community 
Center executive director, said. "People like to 
come here because the fee is so low. 
Membership requirement is only 50 cents a day 
per person, or five dollars a year." 

"The membership list includes men and 
women from throughout the Wabash Valley. 
“We We ir de from Terre Haute, Dana, St. 
Bernice, Clinton, Riley, Dresser, Dennison, Ill., 
Paris, Ill., Hymera, Jasonville, Universal, 

Edwardsport, and even from Evansville," the 
executive director added. 
She pointed out that the senior citizens' 
activity room is funded by the West Central 
“Indiana Economic Development District Inc., 
Title 3. “And the center is an United Way 
agency." 
~ Finger said the floor is available from 8 
a.m. to noon for adult open court basketball. 


C 


Ladies exercise program is from 1 to 2 p.m. and 
adult basketball from 2 to 3 p.m. 

*From 3 to 4 the children have a free-play 
time," she explained. "This is a secure nos for 
the children to play after school." 

“Currently, we have 18 basketball teams and 
17 adult church leagues using the gym." 

Boys biddy basketball games, for fifth and 
sixth graders, are played on Monday nights 
from October until March. And, the fifth and 
sixth grade girls play basketball on Thursday 
evenings. Seventh and eighth grade boys take 
over the gym on Wednesday night, with the 
ninth and tenth grade guys on the court on 
Tuesday nights. 

Anyone interested in joining a co-ed vollyball 
team? Games will start immediately following 
the basketball season. 


A ramp was provided by the board of directors 
for handicapped persons wanting to play soccer. 
The league will start in March on Tuesday 
nights. 

Summer youth programs include Food and 
Fun reading, tutoring, arts and crafts, skating 
and whiffle ball and outside recreation, pet 
shows and contests. 

'The senior citizens' activity room is open 40 
hours a week, five days a week from 9 a.m. to 


5pm. 


ds JAN 2 1 198 
Among the programs offered for senior 
citizens are arts and crafts classes, blood 
ressure clinic, birthday party, games, speakers 
rom various agency's such as Social Security 
administration, police, consumers protection, 
Widow to Widow. 


Fund raisers for the senior citizens’ fund 
include bake and craft sales. 

Once a month, the senior citizens have a 
carry-in dinner either in the center’s gym, or at 
various restaurants or parks. 

* The center’s basement houses a free clothing 
store, operated by volunteers under the 
guidence of center personnel. The store is open 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. five days a week. 

The annual Wabash Valley Basketball 
Tournament in February or March provides 
funds for the center, in addition to the annual 
Halloween celebration which includes a fish fry 
in the activities for the children. 

And for the past three years, the center has 
raised money from a fish fry at the Mackville 
Festival. | 

*We have a very active center," Finger said. 
“And we have a lot of fun,” she added ... as a 
strong voice yelled ‘Bingo!’ 
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The West Terre Haute Rescue Squad con- 


'tinues to serve its community, thanks to the 


many people who care, most of whom do not 


_ even reside in West Terre Haute. 


Words either said or written are not adequate 
enough to express the feeling of gratitude on 
behalf of the people of West Terre Haute. 

Printing the names of those who have 
responded to our call for “rescue” is perhaps a 
convenient way of expressing such feelings. 

Max Gibson and his family were the first to 
respond with very generous support. Then came 
the WTH Town Board, Darrell Felling, Jim 
Birdsall, Mable Nickles, Hagemeyer's Market, 
Bob and Ruth Baker, Wilton Armstrong, Jerry 
Modesitt, Bob and Sondra Modesitt, Ruel ' 
Burns, Dr. M. Feliciano, Dr. Ramon Contreras, 
Leon and Betty Rosch, Terre Haute First 
National Bank, Sally Ingram, Jerry Titus, Chris 
Root, Ruth Petzold, Nan Turner, Dr. Primo 
Andres, Abe Malooley, Dr. M. Cacdac, John 
Phillips, John Hempfling, Dr. B. Frogozo, the 
Rev. Ed Summerfield, Dr. W. McIntosh, Floyd 
Riggs, Dr. Jeevan, Dr. S. Dhar, Dr. A. 
Manzanares, Dr. Roger Robison, Dr. H. Roseff, 
Eric Meister, Joyce Keenan, Ron Anderson, 
Bertha Lloyd, Randy Kno p, WTH Lumber Co., 
John Kimmell, Robert Wit iams, Alvin Meyer, 
Claude i aes Robert Martin, Maher Inc., 
Brenda Finley and many others who supported 
the “rescue” effort in various ways. 

Needless to say, the peopl of West Terre 
Haute appreciate the wil ingness on the part of 
the West Terre Haute Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment to continue the Rescue Service despite 
lack of funds. 

Special thanks to Barbara Heaton who helped 
coordinate the fund-raising dinner at Joy’s 
Restaurant in West Terre Haute. 

I feel personally gratified for having been a 
part of a very noble and humanitarian effort. 

anks to Darrell Felling and Clark Cottom 
who got me involved. — Enrico I. Sargia, 
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wrong, judge says 
Ts APP 1 9 1988 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The West Terre Haute Town 
Board illegally fired Timothy Long, 
a West Terre Haute police officer, 
in 1983, Clay Circuit Judge Ernest 
E. Yelton ruled this week. 

The board must reinstate Long 
with back pay, the judge said. 

The board first tried to fire Long 
on Sept. 9, 1983, effective Sept. 10. 
Long objected, saying he was not 
given a hearing, and the board 
conducted a hearing Dec. 13, 1983. 
On Dec. 19, 1983, the board 
entered findings of fact terminat- 
ing Long effective Dec. 13 for 
actions including leaving what 
Yelton's ruling said was a threaten- 
ing note at the home of Bill and 
Alice May, West Terre Haute. 

On Jan. 12, 1984, Long appealed 
the board's action. 

The case was moved to Clay 
County on a change-of-venue mo- 
tion, and Yelton issued a seven- 
page ruling Monday saying the 
firing procedures were fatally 
flawed. 

The second attempted firing 
“was in essence a review" of the 
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first attempt, and the board had no. 
authority to review its own actions, . 
Yelton said. 

Also, Steve Leisure, then West: 
Terre Haute police chief, had: 
previously met informally with: 
members of the Town Board and 
discussed Long. That denied Long 
an impartial hearing, Yelton ruled. 

The judge also said Long was; 
never notified of some of the 
charges against him, including. 
gesturing, honking his car horn: 
and passing by the May home at 
late hours, which were filed after? 
the first attempted firing. 

Ruth Miller, the town's clerk- 
treasurer, said "Thursday that town 
officials had not yet learned of 
Yelton’s ruling and could not com- 
ment. i 

John C. Ruckleshaus, Longs 
Indianapolis attorney, said Thurs- 
day he also had not received a copy 
of the ruling. When told his side 
won, Ruckleshaus said he thought 
the decision was a “beautiful” one, 
written by “a learned judge." 

Long currently is a guard at the 
Indiana Reformatory, Pendleton; 
and probably will return to his job 
on the West Terre Haute police 
force, Ruckleshaus said. 
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Fire After Losing Fire Dept. 


By GENIE FOWLER 
Star Staff Writer 

A decision made by the West Terre 
Haute Town Board Monday evening 
to terminate the town’s fire depart- 
ment and use the services of the West 
Terre Haute Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment met With unfavorable reaction 

by many of the townspeople. 
More than 200 concerned citizens 
attended the special session of the 
town board at the West Terre Haute 


Shortly after the meeting, a 


house fire erupted at 813 S. Ninth 
St., West Terre Haute. See picture 
on page 8. 


Community Center to discuss a pro- 
posed contract with the West WTH 
Volunteer Fire Department. 


The town board unanimously voted 


to accept a 2-year contract with the 
volunteer fire unit after considerable 
discussion by the townspeople, many 
of whom voiced angry opposition to 
the proposed contract. 


The public was allowed to com- 
ment during a half-hour public forum 
following a financial report by town 
board member Jim Withem, and an 
explanation of the contract by Mike 
Collins, also a member of the board. 

Withem reported the town’s fire 
department operates from the 
General Fund which is comprised of 
$122,886 which has been allocated a 
budget of $122,886 for 1980; a cut of 
$43,354 from the proposed 1980 budget 
which was cut by the state and county 
tax review boards. 

Withem reported the General Fund 
budget, which includes the town’s fire 
department, was cut $43,354 by the 
state and county tax review boards, 
and currently is operating with a 
$18,292.87 deficit. 

“There is no way we can operate as 
we are now with $43,354 out of our 
(proposed $166,240) budget,” he said. 

He added it currently costs the 
town $55,305.08 per year to operate 
the fire department. From the period 
April 1 to Dec. 31, 1980 it would cost 
$39,759.68 to maintain the fire depart- 
ment. 

During the same period using the 
service of the volunteer fire unit the 
cost to the town would be $6,000.03 or 
a savings of $33,759.65 for the current 
year, Withem explained. 

Following the financial report Col- 
lins told the citizens “rumors” of 
increases in fire insurance if the town 
chose to use an all-volunteer fire 
department "are simply not true." 
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Collins said he spoke to several 
authorities in Indianapolis from the 
price rating control on matter and 
reported the only change that could 
be made by the insurance companies 
would be if the town's rating changed. 

West Terre Haute currently bas a 
Class 9 rating, which would not 
change if an all-volunteer fire depart- 
ment was adopted, Collins said. 

Under the contract, which takes 
effect immediately, the town of West 
Terre Haute will be provided with 
"firefighting service, apparatus, 
equipment and personnel" by the 
WTH volunteer fire department. 

The town board will pay the volun- 
teer unit $8,000 per year to be used for 
insurance, maintenance and opera- 
tion of the fire department, under the 
terns of the contract. 

The town's two pumper trucks and 
other fire department equipment will 
be leased to the volunteer unit. 

The contract also stipulates one 
volunteer crew will remain within the 
town limits at all times. The crew 
will be comprised of three men, 
according to a volunteer fire depart- 
ment spokesman at the meeting. 

The town's fire department cur- 
rently is comprised of three men with 
one firefighter on duty at all times. 
The remaining two men are on 24- 
hour call, Collins reported. 

The contract also calls for the 
town's firefighting equipment to re- 
main inside the corporate limits un- 
less an emergency outside town oc- 
currs at which time one of the town's 
pumpers will be allowed to be taken 
outside the town limits, Collins ex- 
plained. 

The town's full-time firefighters 
will receive two weeks pay and will 
be allowed to seek other employment 
under the terms of contract which 
went into effect immediately after it 
was signed Monday night by the town 
board members. 

Many of the citizens were con- 
cerned about adequate fire protection 
inside the city should the town's fire 
department be eliminated. 

The volunteer fire department 
spokesman told the group there are 30 
members in the WTH volunteer fire 
unit with 23 persons available to 
answer fire calls at the present time. 

Commenting on the loss of jobs by 
the town's full-time firefighters, Col- 
lins said, ‘‘The loss of jobs is un- 
fortunate, however, the financial 
well-being of this entire town is our 
(town board) responsiblility and must | 
receive our first consideration." 
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EXPLAINS OPERATING BUDGET — 
town board member Jim Withem told persons attending 
a special town board meeting Monday evening operating 
expenses for the town's fire department could be cut 
$33,759.65 if the town entered into a contract with the 


st Terre Haute» West Terre Haute Volunteer Fire Deparünent and 


terminated the town's current fire department. The 
board's decision to do away with the fire department met 
angry reaction from West Terre Haute citizens. 

(Staff Photo: Mark Winkler* 
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reports Wednesday 


The West Terre Haute Town 
Board has ordered reinstated 
policeman Timothy Long to report 
to work at police headquarters at 
midnight Wednesday. 

The board fired Long on Sept. 9, 
1983, for conduct unbecoming of a 
police officer. Long appealed his 
termination, and in April won 
reinstatement from Clay Circuit 
Judge Ernest E. Yelton. 

Town Board. attorney Dennis 
Stark recommended to the board 
Monday night that it not appeal the 
decision. 

“The board and the police chief 
{then chief Steve Leisure] did meet 
before the determination of Long’s 
case and that could have been 
prejudicial in determining the 
verdict by the board in the Long 
case,” Stark said, adding that Lon, 
was fired by a previous board an 
that this board will wipe the slate 
clean. ; 

“We will expect Long to conduct 
himself honorably in the discharge 
of his duties,” Stark said. 

In the matter of Long’s back pay, 
which also was ordered by Yelton 
to be paid, board secretary Ruth 
Miller said she was going to consult 
with the state tax commissioners 
on the matter of pay. 


- sharing funds. 


Board President Jim Herrington 
said the board might have a hard 


time finding a source of money for 


Long’s back pay. “We might have to 
cut some services to pay the nearly 
$17,000 due to Long. We won't cut 
police or fire service though.” 


Stark said the money must be | 


paid in cash and in a lump sum. 

In other matters, the water 
department drew closer to a rate 
increase of about 15 percent. The 
Public Service Commission is ex- 
pected to rule some time next week 
on the petition filed by the board 
earlier. 

In other business, the board: 


€ Approved the disbursment of | 


$25,818.72 for town expenses. 


water 
to $11,368.65 

e Approved the fire service 
contract for the West Terre Haute 
Volunteer Fire Department in the 
amount of $10,000, which covers 
1985. Herrington said the money 
will be paid from federal revenue- 


e Approved the contract for 
hydrant rental at $134.40 per 
hydrant for a total of $7,123 for 53 
hydrants. 


e approved the expenses for the | 
epartment which amounted © 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


In another chapter of the West 
Terre Haute Town Board versus 
the volunteer fire department, the 
Town Board met in executive 
session Monday to discuss the 
volunteers' six-point 
counterproposal for a 1985 con- 
tract. 

Town Board says its is willing to 
ive the fire department $10,000, 
ree water service and the lease of 

a fire truck for $1 per year. 

The volunteers board of directors 

rejected such a three-point plan 


Saturday, and instead submitted a 
six-point proposal: 

€ Ten thousand dollars in cash 
for fire protection only to be paid on 
or before April 1, 1985. 

€ Confirmation of the fire truck 
rental for $1 

€ Free water service for 1985. 

€ A written committment for the 
town to support and implement a 
fire district for Sugar Creek 
Township. 

€ Three thousand dollars or $250 
per month in assistance for con- 
tinuation of the rescue service 
(truck payments, fuel, utilities and 
all insurance). 

e A committment to budget 
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volunteers 


$15,000 for a 1986 contract unless 
e fire district is implemented. 
Board members and attorney 
Dennis EC responded to the 
counter proposal Monday. Stark 
said it her not be possible for the 
town to pay all the money by April 
1, since it gets federal revenue- 
sharing funds on a quarterly basis. 
In addition, he said though the 
town supports the fire-protection 
district concept, it is up to the 
firefighters themselves to imple- 
ment such a taxing district. 
Regarding the $3,000 for rescue 
service, Stark said the town has 
never paid for the service, and 
cannot afford to now. He said the 
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volunteers are talking about dis- 
continuing rescue service in the 
town for lack of sufficient funds. 
“We hate to see them withdraw the 
service,” he said: “We think it 
violates the spirit of the volunteer 
system.” 


The town does receive am- 
bulance service through the coun- 
ty, Stark said. 


County Commissioner John 
Scott said the county does pay 
Terre Haute to provide ambulance 
service for the county. 

Stark also said’ gu wn 
not commit itself for | inding i 
1986, particularly wit 


threatened cutoff of deral re- 
venue-sharing funds. town's 
contract with the firefighters has 
been paid for through federal 
revenue-sharing funds. 


Stark said the town has raised 
its original offer to $10,000 from 
$7,000. 


Darrell Felling, attorney for thé 
firefighters, said the volunteers 
hope to announce by March 1 their 
final decision on a contract with the 
town. 


“We will make every effort to 
continue fire protection,” Felling 
said. “But the rescue service is in 
jeopardy.” 


Garcia named town physician hy 


Dr. Enrico Garcia was named 
town physician by the West Terre 
Haute Town Board on Monday. 

Garcia, a Republican candidate 
for county coroner who was de- 
feated in November by incumbent 
S. Thomas Ferguson, will provide 
medical counsel to the community 
during any health crisis. Other 
duties to be performed by Garcia, 
who will receive no pay, include 
assisting with local health pro- 
grams and applying for health- 
related grants for the town. 


The resolution naming Garcia, 
presented by board member 
Clarence Beck II, was approved 
unanimously. 

Beck said Garcia's duties would 
not infringe on the county coroner's 
duties. One of Garcia's goals is to 
reinstate EMT service at the fire 
department, he said. 

In other business: @ The board 
approved a $5,000 payment to the 
H.J. Umphries accounting firm, 
Indianapolis, for an audit of the 
water works books. 
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e board is Seeking a 30 percent 
increase in water rates and the 
utility's books must be properly 
audited before the Public Service 
Commission will accept the town's 
petition.. 

Ruth Miller, board clerk- 
treasurer, said that the PSC has 
indicated that that a 30 percent 
increase might not be enough to 
balance the books. A hearing on the 
petition is scheduled for April 22 in 
Indianapolis. 

Meanwhile, the board, following 
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an order by the state Board of 
Accounts, approved a writeoff of 
$2,435.25 in uncollectable water 
bills. The monthly bill averages 
about $3 per month, according to 
board member Lenny Isles. i 

€ The board approved a $5,000 
payment to the Vigo County 
Sheriffs Department for the police 
dispatches through the end of June 
until the town's dispatchers have 
completed training. The Sheriff's 
department provided the service 
free last year, Beck said. { 


brary 


est Terre Haute asks . 


R10 1985 


smaller rate 1 increase 


: West Terre Haute officials will 
SERE a 15 percent water-rate in- 
crease, not 30 percent as first 
requested, Town Board member 
Lenny Isles said Monday. 

‘Board members also  itsetiused 
installation of catch basins to 
alleviate flooding in town. 

: Public Service Commission hear- 
ing on the proposed rate increase is 
scheduled April 22 in Indianapolis. 
Town Board hired U.L. Umbaugh, 
an Indianapolis consulting firm, to 


represent the board at the PSC. 


hearing. ` 

'Umbaugh reviewed the water 
works books and determined the 
board. could reduce its request 
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without adversely affecting opera- 
tions, according to Ruth Miller, 
board secretary. 

Other discussion Monday 
centered on installation of catch 
basins along a sewer line extending 
from the center of town eastward. 

Bob Eyre, water department 
spokesman, said basins, which 
would alleviate some of the street 
flooding in that part of town, each 
would cost about $150 in materials. 
Eight or nine basins would be 
needed, he said. 

At the suggestion of board vice 
president Clarence Beck, Eyre was 
instructed to install one basin until 
actual costs are determined. 


— 


——— 


Vigo County Public library 


MN ———— 4 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATF 


Rescue s 
restored 
Uo £71,112 He ite 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


ar won s 

With assurances from Dr. Enrico 
Garcia that needed funds will be 
raised, the West Terre Haute 
Volunteer Fire 
Department 
voted un- 
animously to 
restore rescue 
service in 
West Terre 


p.m. Thurs- T m 
da 7 


y. 

Garcia, town idi. 6 
physician, has GARCIA 
pledged to raise at least $3,000 to 
operate the rescue squad. Earlier, 
he had given a personal guarantee 
that volunteers would have the 
money for the first two month's 
rent. 

Garcia spoke during the meeting 
in which he asked the volunteers to 
reinstitute the rescue service. 

He is sponsoring a fund-raising 
dinner at 5:30 p.m., Apri! 16, in 
Joy's Restaurant on Paris Avenue. 
Cost is $25 per person, $50 per 
couple. : 

Monday, the West Terre Haute 
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board approved a resolution 
making Garcia the town physician, 
an unpaid position. 

“I felt so bad when I heard the 
rescue squad had to be discon- 
tinued," Garcia said at the meet- 
ing. “It’s not even worth thinking 
about $3,000 if you can save one 
life." v - 

He told volunteers they could call 
upon him in life-threatening or 
othersituations, and vowed to work 


with the volunteers to conduct a ~ 


program to teach community resi- 
dents ‘ 

He also told volunteers he hopes 
to try to get grants which would 
benefit them. 

“I do have some big ideas," 
Garcia said, noting he hopes to 
complement the offices of the 
county health department and 
coroner. 

The volunteers had voted Feb. 28 
to discontinue rescue service in the 
town by an 11-3 vote. They con- 
tinued to respond to vehicle acci- 
dents involving a life-threatening 
situation. 

The vote came about when the 
town board said it was unable to 
meet the volunteers’ request for 
$3,000 or $250 per month in 1985 
to continue rescue service. 
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WTH drainage problem _ 3 


Residents of West Terre Haute RP Apte of the grant. 


have grown accustomed to driving 
through standing water on National 
Avenue m froni of the Police Head- 
quarters after an afternoon down- 
pour 
Further attempts to remedy this 
longstanding problem in the form 
of a grant proposal was presented 
tc the Commerce Department by 
Town officials last Fridav. 
Ruth Miller. town clerk-treasurer. 
said a decision will probably he 
made by the end of tne month con- 


The problem of standing water 
stems from storm sewers unable to 
accommodate the water. 

The project. estimated at 
$500.000 by United Consulting. 
would remove the 18" pipe. which 
runs parallel with National Avenue 
and replace it with 16" pipe. 


The town is in competition with 
41 other cities. according to Miller. 
but she said her hopes are “pretty 
high." 
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willing to talk 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Both sides said they want to 
negotiate, but West Terre Haute 


volunteer firefighters may cut off 


fire-protection services to West 
Terre Haute if the Town Board and 
fire department can’t reach agree- 
ment on a 1985 contract. 

A meeting was conducted in 
Town Hall on Wednesday to dis- 
cuss the funding dilemma. About 
16 volunteers attended the brief 
meeting, as well as two. Town 
Board members and attorneys for 
each side. 

The volunteers are requesting 
$20,000 from the town, while Town 
Board members are saying that 
vast. they can offer is more i in the 

e of $8,00 

e will do our best to come up 
with what we can," said Town 
Board member Clarence Beck II. 
“We can't & much higher." 

Darrell Felling, attorney for the 
volunteer department, said its 
members believe the $20,000 is 
needed to provide 'adequate fire 
protection forSugar Creek 
Township and West Terre Haute. 

He noted the department's fund- 
ing from the Sugar Creek 
Township trustee has been cut 
from $36,000 last year to $25,000 
this year. 

"The volunteers have informed 
me that without some substantial 
financial contribution to their 
operation, that they would be faced 
with the possible elimination of 
| direct services to the town of West 
Terre Haute," Felling said. 

"While I don't stand here posing 


this as a threat, it's just a matter 
of economics, as Tm sure the Town 
Board is well aware," he said. 

Felling and Dennis Stark, Town 
Board attorney, will meet this 
week to try and iron out a tentative 
proposal, which Felling said he 
would like to have within seven 
days. Firefighters hope to vote on 
the contract Feb. 7 

The volunteers us plan to meet 
Monday to discuss the situation. 
The meeting is closed to the public. 
Randy Monnett, firefighters' presi- 
dent, said he. believes a com- 
promise can be reached. 


Both sides agreed they would 


make every effort to work out the 
problems, and Stark said the town 
would like to retain fire-protection 
services from the firefighters. 

“Its important to the citizens of 
the town, as well as the Town 
Board, that we keep the present 
volunteer system that we have. We 
think it's good, the best we could 
probably have over here, and we 
want to keep it," Stark said. 

But he also cautioned that if 
push comes to shove, the town 
would establish an alternative 
volunteer system. Stark noted the 
town does have a pumper which it 
leases to the volunteers for $1 a 
year. 

The town also has access to a 
truck sold for $1 to the volunteers 
by a prior Town Board, a sale 
which the state Board of Accounts 
has said is illegal, Stark said. 

But Stark said he believed the 
matter could be worked out. 

Firefighters are requesting 
$20,000 — $15,000 for 1985, and 
$5, 000 in pay they believe they are 
owed as part of the 1984 contract. 
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food for townspeople 


Thanks to the generosity d $ Bitrsds IQA their porch for 


several persons, merchants, 
churches and schools, 216 
households in West Terre Haute 
will receive food baskets in time for 
Christmas. 

“Every family who signed up for 
a basket will receive a basket on 
Saturday,” Vickie Meeks, assistant 
town clerk-treasurer, said. De- 
liveries will be made between 7 and 
9 a.m. Saturday, with pickups after 
'9 a.m. at the West Terre Haute 
"Water Works, 500 National Ave. 
: Donations totaled $1,510.14 in 
addition to foodstuffs: donated by 
area groceries, businesses, 
churches and West Terre Faute 
schools. *One man donated 2,500 

unds of potatoes, and the food 

xes were a donation from 
Wabash Fibre Box," Meeks 
ssaid.“People in town even put 


Community 


pickup.” 

Sisters of Providence also 
donated $100 and will help box the 
food for distribution. Several 
persons have donated use of pickup 
trucks and also will help with 
Saturday’s deliveries. 

Households with four or fewer 
persons will receive one chicken; 
more than four persons, two 
chickens; and those with eight or 
more, three chickens in the basket, 
she said. All baskets will contain 
flour, sugar, potatoes, bread, but- 
ter, canned goods, candy and fruit. 

“The chickens were bought at 
cost from Lowell’s as was the bread 
from Wonder Bread,” Meeks said. 

“The Town Board wants to thank 
everyone who helped with this 
project.” 
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By JAMES A. GILLASPY 
Star Staff Reporter 

West Terre Haute, Ind. — When 
authorities in Vigo County punished 
and prosecuted Patrolman Timothy 
T. Long for criminal harassment, he 
thinks they overlooked a significant 
piece of evidence — his innocence. 

It is a detail the ex-policeman 
intends to stress in Brazil Tuesday, 
the trial date in Clay Circuit Court 
for Long's lawsuit demanding rein- 
statement in the West Terre Haute 
Police Department. 

“My contention is that I was 
discharged because the chief need- 
ed a job," says Long, who claims 
former Police Chief John S. Leisure 
carried office politics too far when 
he arrested Long over a practical 
joke. 
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~ Regardless of Leisure's intent. 


ik 
te Affays F - 
his job | 


matue T 
mi M RS 

THE CRIMINAL dod — ha- 
rassment, a Class B misdemeanor 
— ultimately was dropped by the 
Vigo County prosecutor’s office. But 
not before Long lost his job after 
three years on the force. 

Town Board members fired the 
35-year-old policeman during a spe- 
cial meeting Dec. 19, 1983, and then 
approved Leisure’s request to serve 
as Long’s replacement, effective 
Dec. 30. 


Leisure was a lame-duck admin: 
istrator who would have lost his job 
after newly elected Town Md 
members took office in January an 
appointed their own police chief. < 

“I heard that before," Leisure 


says of M NES, that he ESE ana amest epnd 
Amd Ne ee ; 


ACCORDING TO a West Terre. 
pet ‘Haute police report of the arrest, 
‘IN HIS defense, Leisuref who. signed by Long and May on Dec. 26. 
later quit the department for anoth 1981, both policemen were sum- 
er job, cites Indiana law, which 
entitles such officials to remain em- 
ployed at a rank no lower than the 
position they held before their ap- 
pointment to higher office. — . 1 
P.However, though Leisure had. 
been a patrolman before his promo- 
‘tion to chief of police in 1982, he 
. would nevertheless have lost his job 
| because there were no opénings for 
'pátrolmen on the five-member de- 
Ppartment. 
| "If one is unavailable on the 
t manning table, then he is entitled to 
‘be put in position at the first oppor- 
| tunity,” explains Walter F. Lock- 
| hart, Long's attorney in the criminal 
| matter. "That could be forever." 


uestion: He w did the police chief's 
iry into alleged misconduct € 
e into a criminal matter? 


am H. May. a volunteer DO 
lan who was Long's frequent | 
Pr. his constant friend and. the - 
arget of his unfortunate gag. by 


* 


note Long placed in May's home 
before going on vacation in August 
1983. The note, addressed to Bill 
May. said; “I was here to blow up 
your house. But you weren't here. 

. I am going to burn down all the 
houses and you will be responsible 
for it." 


dkins." 
Long says he shoved the note 
er May's door as part of a. 


E 


T 


arrested two Illinois men who had 
been ejected from the bar and were 
threatening to burn it. 

One of them also threatened to 
burn down the policemen's homes 
and kill everyone in town, saying 
Long and May would be held re- 
sponsible. The suspects name was 
Adkins. 

Afterward, Long says, he and 
May repeated Adkins’ words in fake 
threats that became a frequent in- 
side jone to the two friends and 
others who knew about it. 

“We just joked and laughed | 


other,” May agrees. 


ver 


It ended with a printed signature 


moned to a local tavern to break up - 
a fight. When they arrived, they — 


| BUT joke backfired 


ong is prom puzzled by another when Ma "s wife discovered the 


“Adkins” note on her floor and took 
it to police headquarters. i 

“She figured it was a joke,” says | | 
Aay, recalling that s she showed it to; 

e Chi ief Leisure a week after 

k. it. "She was. informe 
hat anything that “is - written like 
that there is not a joke. The chief 
himself said that." — 
Mrs. May retuses to discuss her 
involvement in the case. But Lei- 
sure's description of her Visit differs 


The gag — and the subject of a from the account she gave her hus- 
police investigation — involved a band. 


“She found this note in her 
house and didn't think it was right 
and wanted something done about it 
or looked into," says Leisure. Lei- 
sure says she knew the note came 
from Long but "she at that time 
didn't think it was a prank. E 


POLICE REPORTS do not show 
whether the investigation began 


ote with a formal complaint by Mrs. 


May or was prompted by Leisure. 
But Leisure agrees that her hus: 
| band called the note a joke. 

"He wanted to know how I felt 
about it,” says May of his meeting 
that day with Leisure. “ | told him at 


the time that it was. ust a joke 
amongst us." Ec 
* v 
Nevertheless, Long was suspend- 
ed from duty when he returned 


from. vacation in early September 
985. . ‘Leisure recommended to the 


lle case be turned over to the Vigo 
Ounty prosecutor's office for possi- 
ble criminal action. j 
Long obtained an attorney and 
appealed the suspension. On. Sept. 
10. without an administrative hear- 
ing, the Town Board fired him. 
Board members, advised by the at- 
torney for the town, James. Bopp 
i Jr, later agreed to conduct a hear- 


about it back and forth to each ing on Long's appeal. The hearing 


- was held Dec. 13, 1983, and included 
some new "evidence" against Long. 


$ 


a 


ON DEC. 19, when the board 
released its decision to again fire | 
Long, a concluding statement said 
that since the time Long delivered 
the note he had sent letters to the 
Mays that contained innuendos of 
misconduct by May. The board also 
noted Long had been seen in the: 
vicinity of the May home on four 
days. 


According to Bopp. one of the - 


letters to May suggested "immoral 
conduct," or some sort of sexual 
activity involving May. May says 
the only objectionable sexual re- 
marks were in unsigned letters: He 


says Long's letters might have con- ~~ 


tained some other personal informa- 

tion. but included nothing that both: 

ered him. : ae 
2£€— 


NEVERTHELESS, he gave all of 
the letters to Leisure because of 


other incidents that had begun oc- 


Investigators never sought an 
explanation from Long, who.says he 
frequented May's neighborhood be- 
cause his fiancee lived | 
down from May and her baby sitter 
lived across the street from May. | 
Also, after his fiancee moved fr 
the neighborhood. Long says, he 
returned late one night to locate her 
dog after it returned to its old home. 


Long denies having any role in 


the anonymous letters and phone 


calls and the vandalism to May's. 
home and car. " 


* 

"This is a Class B misdemeanor 
case so we pretty much have to rely 
on the investigating officer," says 


= James R. Walker, chief deputy pros- , 


ecutor in Vigo County. "There are 
just so many misdemeanors filed 
and if we went behind every police 


; i report and talked to every single 
curring — anonymous telephone ‘POM at PSU 
Wa Ea pas um at [ates witness before a case Was filed, 
Mind Gare am .. we'd just be duplicating the work of 


"| never did accuse him of any — 
of it.” says May, who had nonethe- — 
less begun to wonder if his friend. 
was indeed harassing him for some 
reason. "I can't say he did it... 
but I have no reason why anybody | 
else would want to." l 


Leisure used the subsequent 
events to begin a criminal prosecu* 
tion after Long was fired. Although“ 
there was no evidence linking Long 
with the crimes, Bopp says the 
letters, Long's trips to. May's neigh- | 
borhood, the anonymous phone calls | 
and the vandalism helped establish | 
a pattern of alleged harassment. | 
The original gag note was the foun- | 
dation of the case. 


the police and we'd never get any- 
thing done." | 
WALKER SAYS that when Lei- 
sure met with him to discuss the 
possibility of a criminal charge 
against Long, Leisure implicated 
Long in the vandalism and suggest- 
ed that Long'$ appearances in 
May's neighborhood were part of a 
pattern of harassment. Walker says 
Leisure also mentioned the anony- 
mous phone calis and the letters. 


Michael C. Healy, the deputy 
prosecutor in charge of the case, 
says the Mays "indicated to me that 
in no way did they consider this a 
prank" after they received the em- 


| barrassing letters and had windows 


“I'M NOT saying Tim Long did | 


it." Bopp says. "But it's all part of a 
pattern." 


P 


four houses «li 


to 


of their car shot. out. 


BUT NEITHER were they cer: 
Long's. involvement. 
think it would be sufficient to 
major question was whether 
to trial with it or seek an 
alternative remedy. that being an 
injunction or a protective order.” 
The day before the trial. Healy 
offered to drop the charge if Long 
would agree to a protective order. 
prohibiting him from ever again 


M 


communicating with the Mays. . 
“If Id have had the money. I 
just would have ordered a jury trial 
because they had no case." says 
Long. whose civil suit against the 
town is being paid by a Fraternal 
Order of Police legal'defense fund : 
Long signed the protective order. 
which May had agreed was an 
acceptable way to end a mushroom: 
ing controversy that started out as 
a joke between two friends. * 


lee 


Long d 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


BRAZIL — It may be two months 
before there is a ruling on whether 
Timothy Long, a former West Terre 
Haute police officer, was illegally 
fired in 1983. 

But if the attorneys move swiftly, 
a decision could come more quickly. 

Clay Circuit Judge Ernest E. 
Yelton took the case under advise- 
ment Tuesday and gave attorneys 
for both sides a total of 55 days in 
which to file written arguments 
and citations of authority in the 
civil case. 

The lawsuit filed by Long says he 
was suspended Sept. 2, 1983, by 
Steve Leisure, then West Terre 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Wests Teee Hoto 


ecision 
2 months awa 


Haute police chief, and fired Sept. 
9, 1983, by the Town Board without 
a hearing or filing . of . formal 
charges. 

A Town Board meeting Dec. 13, 
1983, at which Long was again 
fired, was invalid because matters 
that took place after Sept. 9 were 
considered and because the Town 
Board was biased against him; 
according to Long. f 

The total of 55 days each side has 
to file written arguments and 
citations is a maximum. The at- 
torneys likely will move more 
swiftly than that, and the case is 
expected to be resolved shortly 


after Yelton receives all the 

paperwork. 
Neither side called witnesses or 
Tuesday's 


made arguments Muning 
brief court session in Clay County. 
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WTH Town Board 


seeks federal 


Fommy: nity A 
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The West Terre Haute Town | 


Board met Monday, August 6, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall in its 
regular monthly public forum. 

All board members were present 
including President Jim Herring- 
ton, Clarence Beck, Jr., and Lenny 
Isles. Clerk-Treasurer Ruth Miller 
was also at the meeting. Town 
Attorney Dennis Stark is on va- 
cation. = 

WTH Water Works 

Clerk-Treasurer Ruth Miller re- 
ported the Water Works had a 
beginning balance of $34,851.47. 
Regular income for July was 
$10,608.97 and customer deposits 
totaled $340. Interest earned was 
$234.52. 

Expenses totaled $19,447.31 
and the bonded interest fund re- 
ported $6,886.52. Depreciation 
monies set aside totaled $1,116.73. 

The ending balance was 
$34,590.90. 

Claims against the town for July 
were $38,581.64. 

Lenny Isles reported that in 
response to Mr. Ken Kibler's com- 
plaints about his water, the tank on 
Larimer Hill would be cleaned this 
year. Isles reported the tank had 
never been cleaned. 


Town of West Terre Haute 
The financial report of the town 
of West Terre Haute is as follows: 


GENERAL FUND 
Beg. Balance......... $53664.35 
Income Aten. = heeds 2535.27 
Expenses............. 10611.69 
End Balance .......... 45587.93 


s File 


MOTOR VEHICLE FUND 


Beg. Balance.......... $8533.42 
Income". 45793: 9749 3769.15. 
Expenses! "2:20... d 3087.15) 
End Balance ........... 9215.42 


LOCAL ROAD & STREET 
Beg. Balance......... $ 9617.00 
Incomes Mog Nm. 1418.28 
EXxpensessk. MM ur denos 216.27 
End Balance ....... „10819.01 


CUM. CAPITAL IMPROVE. 
Beg. Balance......... $18938.42 
No Change 


REVENUE SHARING 
Beg. Balance.......... $1304.05 
Income s 24 mL TTA 4114.00 
Expenses.............. 6088.85 
End Balance ........... —670.80 


EPA GRANT 
Beginning Balance....$10788.67 
No Change 


GUN PERMITS 
Beginning Balance ....... $90.38 
No Change 


ACCIDENT REPORT 
Beg. Balance ........... $105.00 
Inconie d. 287 Nes. 1; 12.00 


The ending balance for all funds 
is $94,886.02. Total interest 
earned to date is $5,511.05. 

Total July claims against the 
town were $15,349.51. 


Continued on Page 6 
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The Board reported that Vigo 


County wil! repair all playground 
equipment and install lights at the 
South 7th Street Park in West 
Terre Haute. 

In addition, the board will meet 
with the Department of Commerce 
on Friday, August 10, to discuss the 
grant applied for to take care of the 
drainage problem on National. 
Avenue. 

Police Report 

West Terre Haute Police Chief 
Harold Harris reported that during 
the month of July his force re- 
sponded to three burglaries, 6 
thefts of $25 and over, one assault 
and battery, six vandalisms of $25 
and over, 59 miscellaneous calls, 
183 unfounded calls, and five ac- 
cidents. 

In addition, the force made 10 
traffic arrests and one felony arrest, 

and took 23 dogs and one cat to the 
shelter. 

Police also recovered one truck 
and: two bicycles during July. 
Volusteer Fire Dept. Report 

West Terre Haute Volunteer 
Fire Department Chief Gerald 
Rader reported the department 
made 32 runs during July, in- 
cluding 15 rescues, three false 

alarms, two dump and trash fires, 
one training run, three vehicle fires, 
one accident, three ground cover 
fires, two extra duty runs and two 
mutual aid runs. 

Fire losses for the month of July 
were estimated at $6,100.00. 
Public responses 

During the public forum part of 
the meeting, Dave Garner spoke 
out against the practice of moving 
some vehicles off the street and not 
others. He was assured that all 
would be treated alike. 

Randy Herrington reported that 
the abandoned property at 7th and 
Radcliff would be taken care of. 
Herrington will write a letter to the 
owner advising him to board up the 
broken doors and windows. 

The next board meeting will be- 
held in early September. 
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West Terre Haut 


_.. by Paige Renner _,, /c 
Macs E vn 'e/24 84. 

rough» West. 

«Terre Haute after a hard rain un- 
less they happen to be driving a 4 


high-standing | 


Nobody spe 


hydroplane. The 
water which stretches across U.S. 


Highway 40 at 6th Street in the- 


town poses not only a deterrent to 
speeders but also a definite traffic 
hazard anda health problem for the 
people living there. 
The need for curbs and gutters 
. and a drainage system at this site 
has been recognized by the Indiana 
Department of Highways and is one 
of 15 highway improvement pro- 
jects proposed by the transporta- 
tion improvement program for 
1985. 
However, the chances that this 
work will be started in 1985 are not 
good. Judy Douglas from West 
Central Indiana Economic 
Development District, who has 
been working with the TIP (Trans- 
portation Improvement Program), 
said that durbs and gutters cannot 
be constructed here until West 
Terre Haute gets a storm sewer 
system. “There would be no place 
for the water to drain to without it,” 
she said. 

The construction of curbs and 
gutters in the area of flooding 
would cost approximately 
$100,000, and indications are that 

_this project would be approved for 


1985 if storm sewers are avail- 
able. 


“Last 


=: 

However the likelihood that they 

can be installed by next year is 
virtually non-existent. 

West Terre Haute has entered 

into a process by which they could 

obtain the needed funding for the 


sewers through a small community 


grant. However, they will not kow it 
the grant will be awarded until 
January of 1986. 

Pam Kauffman at the 
W.C.LE.D.D. said that the grant 
offered by the Department of 
Commerce is very competitive. 
year, she said, “190 
communities submitted proposals 
for this grant. 90 of these were 
invited to apply and out of those 
only 33 were accepted." However, 
she feels that West Terre Haute 
has a good chance of being 
'accepted; "especially," she said, “if 
they (Department of Commerce) 
recognizes it as an emergancy 
situation." 

According to West Terre Haute 
official Lenny Isles, an engineering 
firm (United Consulting Engi- 
neers) from Indianapolis has begun 
preliminary cost estimates for the 
.storm sewer project. In fight of the 
town's financial... position, Isles 

pointed out that if the grant 

applicantion is turned down no cost 
¿will be incurred by the town for the 


re" 
e wat 


ay j A 
engineer's reports... 

For the sake of clarity, it was also 
pointed out by Isles that the storm 
sewer which would alleviate flood- 
ing in many parts of West Terre 
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er problems continue 


totally separate from the 


— sanitary sewers which Dr. Drummy 


from the 


Health Department 


recently insisted the town needed. 
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WTH Town Board and Parks 


Depart 
Macha 
by Tammie Edington 

An agreement has been made 
between the town of West Terre 
Haute and the County Park 
Department concerning the main- 
tenance and management of parks 
west of the river. 

The Lee Fields Park located near 
the old Concannon High School has 
not been a major area of concern for 
either parties, but the difficulty has 
been with the park on N. 7th St. 

Acts of vandalism have been 
numerous. A swing set has been 
stolen, sandbox destroyed and a 
fence placed around the park, torn 
down, according to Keith Ruble, 
county parks superintendent. 

*We need the cooperation of the 
people of West Terre Haute to 
maintain the park," said Ruble. 

Although vandalism has 
occurred at other county parks, 

Ruble said that they do not have 
the same problems at other parks 
as they do on N. 7th St. 

A letter, dated, May 21, 1984, 
was received by Ruble from mem- 
bers of the Town Board and Randy 
Herrington, stating the agreement. 
The town will see that the grass is 
mowed, and foster grandparents 


ent réachi'agreement 
W [Nest Tere 
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program will supervise during the 
day and the citizen's patrol will 
police it at night. 

*We except the park board's full 
cooperation in paying for any 
necessary maintenance," said 
Randy Herrington, "because we 
are in the county and pay for park 
maintenance." 

Although the park department 
will pay for the upkeep of the park, 
no actual money is budgeted for the 
two parks. But Ruble said that the 
supplies required and size of the 
parks are minimal and are covered 
by money allotted for larger 
parks. 

He noted that the problem is not 
with money but with transporation. 
“We need the cooperation of the 
people of West Terre Haute," he 
said. It takes manpower to trans- 
port equipment to come to the park 
and the supplies and maintenance 
is minimal on parks that size, and 
the vandalism has added to the 
problem, he said. 

Herrington was pleased with the 
arrangements of the agreement. 
"We need to be able to oversee it 
more ourselves because the kids 
need a place to play," he said. 
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to silence rumors 


The dispatchers may be gone, but 
the doors to the West Terre Haute 
police department are still open. 

“We are not closing any doors," 
said Town Board vice president 
Clarence Beck Jr. “We're tired of 
the rumors floating around." 

He and James Herrington, Town 
Board president, are concerned 
about all the rumors that have 
surfaced since budget problems 
forced a layoff of three police 
dispatchers at the close of Wednes- 
day's night shift. 

Thursday was the first day for 
calls to be forwarded to the Vigo 
County Sheriff's Department. 

Beck said the Town Board is 
seeking volunteers to staff the police 
office for individuals who might go 
there directly. Several persons have 


already volunteered, and they're 
looking for others íó work — 
primarily nights and weekends. - 

The board estimates savings of 
about $30,000 in the general fund 
through the layoffs. 

Beck said he doesn’t foresee any 
problems with the new system. 
Herrington noted that five police 
officers still are on duty 24 hours a 
day. 

Herrington was up at 4 a.m. 
Thursday to see how the new system 
would work. He scoffed at comments 
that response time would be slowed. 

In monitoring the length of time it 
took the sheriff’s department to 
contact West Terre Haute police, 
Herrington said the quickest was 
five seconds — and the slowest 15 
seconds. 


WTH Town Board votes 
priations 


Wes t quivis 


MEN reap 
mtu. 


The West Terre Haute Town 
Board met Monday, June 4, 1984, 
at 7:30 p.m. inthe Town Hall before 
a sparse crowd of three citizens. 

Board members Jim Herrington, 
Clarence Beck, Jr. and Lenny Isles 
were present, as was  Clerk- 
Treasurer Ruth Miller. No depart- 
ment heads were at the meeting, 
and town attorney Dennis Stark 
was out of town on board business. 

Ruth Miller presented the fi- 
nancial report of the West Terre 
Haute Waterworks as follows: 


MAY 1 Balance ...... $45851.19 
May Income. .......... 15303.75 
Consumer Deposits ...... 220.00 
Interest earned .......... 298.14 
Expenses ............ -15639.55 
JUNE 1 BAL......... $46033.53 


Miller also reported that interest 
income, year-to-date, was approxi- 
mately $1,140. 

May claims, payable in June, 
totaled $13,094.26. These claims 
included $5,275.08 for salaries. 

The board reported a change in 
insurance carriers for the building 
and vehicles from Pierre Miller to 
Terre Haute Insurance, citing 
lower costs. 

The board read the prepared U- 
tility report, which stated that 
among other duties, the depart- 
ment initiated two new services and 
repaired leaks on four service 
lines. 

No other business was forth- 
coming so the Waterworks meeting 
was adjourned. 


Affairs File 
E »» the financial report of ACCIDENT REPORT FUND 
the town of West Terre Haute at | ‘May 1 Balance........... $57.00 
the beginning of the town meeting Income ................-- 18.00 
as follows: June 1 Balance .......... $75.00 
GENERAL FUND 

May 1 Balance....... $43,383.57 TOTAL ALL FUNDS 
BUDE... nee leg29sSmnel.5..770174. $90433.93 
Expenses ............ -11944.21 

June 1 Balance....... $33040.65 Miller reported year-to-date 


MOTOR VEHICLE FUND 


May 1 Balance 


Line Soale e e cete 3413.15 


Expenses ............. 


June 1 Balance....... $ 9192.40 
LOCAL ROAD & STREET 


May 1 Balance ........ $7692.23 
onto ac RM 1080.70 
Expenses ............. - 540.00 


June 1 Balance........ 


bm. 
CUM. CAPITAL IMPROVE. 


May 1 Balance 
-No 


yer Sa $ 
Change- 


26357.84 


REVENUE SHARING 


May 1 Balance 
Expenses .... 
June 1 Balance 


EPA GRANT for SEWAGE 


May 1 Balance 
Income 


GE $ 8121.66 | 
cet ob 4e 2667.00 


GUN PERMIT FUND 


May 1 Balance 
Expenses 


interest earned for the town of 
West Terre Haute at $3,409.49. 

May claims, payable in June, 
totaled $18,072.31. These claims 
included a Public Service Indiana 
bill of $1,261.83, and salaries (not 
including taxes, insurance or retire- 
ment payments) of $9,882.43. 

The May report of the West 
Terre Haute Police Department 
was read; it included three burg- 
laries, seven thefts of $25 and over, 
1 assault and battery, seven van- 
dalisms of $25 and over, 12 miscel- 
laneous calls, 158 unfounded 
reports, seven accidents, one hit 
and run, 27 traffic arrests, fourteen 
misdemeanor arrests, four felony 
arrests and three tickets for letting 
dogs run at large. 

The department also picked up 
three dogs during May. 

The Street Department reported 
that it had spent two days patching 
streets, hauled ten loads of trash, 
and mowed the grass at the "Y" 
intersection and the South 7th St. 
Park, in addition to its regular 
duties. 


vammunity Affairs Fila 


Jim Herrington told the group 
that the Foster Grandparent pro- 
gram would spend four hours a day 
on weekdays at the S. 7th St. Park 
and that organization would pay for 
weekend chaperones also. 

Randy Herrington told the board 
that the County Parks Department 
had not allocated monies in its 
budget to take care of the S. 7th St. 
Park or Lee Fields Park. Herring- 
ton also said that he and Lenny 
Isles will go to Parke County to look 
at the donated Shelter for the park 
on this Friday. 

In other action, Rousch Equip- 
ment, a Champaign, Illinois, firm, 
has loaned the town a mechanical 
grader on approval. It was sug- 
gested that the grader, valued at 
approximately $8,500, should be 
used until next year, then traded in 
on a hydraulic model. 

Lenny Isles read a resolution to 
the board to reappropriate monies 
for immediate needs. The reso- 
lution, number 5-1984, is: 

“WHEREAS it is necessary to 
reappropriate money in the Gen- 
eral Fund for Office supplies, Re- 
pairs & Parts, for Police Cars, Com- 
munications, Travel and Unem- 
ployment: 
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Vigo County Public Library 


fram Appropriation #114 to 


WHEREAS it is necessary to re- 
appropriate money in Revenue 
Sharing for Unemployment Com- 


pensation: 
from Appropriation #114 to 
T IOTER $3000.00 


Now therefore, let it be resolved 
by the Board of Trustees that the 
above appropriations be changed. 
[signed by all three board mem- 
bers]” 

The next Town Board meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for, July 2, 
1984, at 7:30 p.m. 


Town n Board . reports $1 


The West Terre Haute Town 
Board met Monday, May 7, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Town Hall for its 
monthly public session. 

Present were President Jim Her- 
rington, Lucky Beck and Lenny 
Isles and Town Attorney Dennis 
Stark. Clerk-Treasurer Ruth Miller 
was..on vacation and unable-to 
attend. 

34 residents were in attendance 
at the meeting. 

The board suggested that be- 
cause the Town Hall had to be set 
up for the next day's election, they 
would dispense with the reading of 
the minutes and the financial state- 
ments, barring objections from the 
public. Objections were raised con- 
cerning the town financial state- 
ment, so that was read. The Water 
Works statement is reproduced in 
this article. 

The beginning balance for the 
Water Works was $49,970.95. In- 
come forthe month was $16,889.89 
and consumer deposits totaled 
$260.00. Depreciation totals for 
the month included $1,224.00. 

Expenses, including $5,275.08 
for salaries, $2,134.63 for fringe 
benefits and $6,754.07 under mis- 
cellaneous, totaled $20,493.65, 
leaving an ending balance of 
$45,851.19. 

The Water Works had claims for 
April of $13,022.27, all of which 
were approved for payment. 

There was no utility report this 
month from Bob Surber. 

The Town of West Terre'Haute 
presented claims of $23,500.20 for 
April. All were approved for pay- 
ment. 

The Town reported the following 
financial information for the month 
of April, 1984. 


Inthe General Fund, ae 3 
beginning balance of (48,286.17), 
reported income of $107,134.18. 

Expenses to be credited to the 
General Fund totaled $15,464.44, 
including $9,509.81 for salaries, 
$2,991.71 for fringe benefits,k 
$329.98 for travel and $1,242.57 
for utilities. The ending balance of 
the General Fund was 
$43,383.57. 


The Motor Vehicle Fund report- 
ed a beginning balance and income 
of $16,378..06. Expenses for this 
fund totaled $3,951.20, leaving a 
balance of $12,426.86. 

The Local Road and Street Fund 
had a beginning balance of 
$5,724.26 and income of $2,003.72 
for a total of $7,727.98. $35.75 was 
expended from this fund in April, 
leaving a balance of $7,692.23. 

The Cumulative Capital Im- 
provement Fund had a beginning 
and ending balance of $26,357.84. 
No money was expended from this 
fund. 

The Revenue Sharing Fund be- 
gah 7yhe ‘month of April Witi a 
balance of $411.60. Income for the 
month was $4,114.00 and salaries 
paid out of this fund totaled 
$370.40. The ending balance was 
$4,155.20. _ 

The EPA Grant for Sewage fund 
was not altered during the month, 
loaving an ending balance of 
$8,121.66. 

The Gun Permit fund also stayed 
the same, at $235.38. 

The Accident Reports fund hada 
beginning balance and income of 
$57.00, for an ending balance of 
$57.00. 

The total of all funds for the civil 
Town of West Terre Haute was 
$102,429.74. 


m old business, the Town 
Board reported that Parke County 
had donated a shelter for the 7th 
Street Park. The town must pick up 
the shelter and deliver it to the 
park. 

The board also reported it has 
applied for a grant to work on the 
6th Street drainage problem. 

Under new business, the board 
passed amendments to appropri- 
ate General Revenue Sharing funds 
to pay unemployment, and to take 
money from the Cumulative Capi- 
tal fund to help pay for the police 
vehicles. 

Town Attorney Dennis Stark re- 
ported the Kesler vs. West Terre 
Haute case is back in court. All con- 
cerned thought that at one time this 
case was settled. 

Stark also noted the Tim Long 
vs. West Terre Haute case has been 
transferred to Parke County. 

West Terre Haute Police Chief 
Richard L. Buchanan reported the 
department responded to a total of 
285 calls during April, 1984. 

Those calls included one homi- 
cide, a burglary, 18 thefts of $25 
and over, two assault and battery 
cases, one motor vehicle theft, ten 
vandalisms of $25 and over, eight 
miscellaneous calls, 234 unfoun- 
ded reports, five accidents, in- 
cluding a hit and run, 23 traffic 
arrests, and five misdemeanor ar- 
rests. 

Nine dogs were picked up during 
the month. 

After all reports were read, the 
floor was opened to the public. 

Buzz Harden complimented the 
newly-activated Citizens Patrol on 
finding juveniles in the back of his 
business after hours. Ginger Mc- 


000 in. 


Community its 
Amis, v who was laid off from - Job 


as dispatcher recently, wanted to 


M munity ios EM 


make sure the town's unemploy- 
ment was paid up, and Floyd 
Rowley complimented the board 
on its actions so far. 
Larry Cassagne, former West 
Terre Haute Town  Clerk- 
Treasurer, queried the board about 
the $96,000 the board had received 
in January But nbt reported until 
now. The board answered that 
Ruth Miller had deposited that in- 
come to earn interest for the town, 
and that it had been mentioned in 
March. [This is not reflected in the 
Gazette's notes, but may have been 
mentioned without reference to the 
official financial statements issued 
by the board.] 
The board did mention that this 
money had earned $2,000-in in- 


i 


terest during the first three months _ 


of 1984. 
Randy’ Herrington reported to 


the board that he had met with the 
Parks Board of the county concern- 
ing maintenance of the 7th Street 
Park. 

It was also reported, in con- 
junction with that park, that some 
help will be forthcoming from the 
Foster Grandparent program. 

The next Town Board meeting 
will be held June 4, 1984, at the 
Town Hall, at 7:30 p.m. 
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Community Affairs File 


WTH Police 
Chi esigis 
tst Terre «ule 


hanan resigned as 
police chief of the West Terre 
Haute Police Department last 
Thursday, June 7. 6 //3, oY 
Mr. Buchanan cited personal 
problems and being called back to 
his job with Amax Coal Company 
as the reasons for his decision. 
The Town Board is in the pro- 
cess of selecting a new chief and 
should have an official statement 
by the end of the week, according to 
Lucky Beck, member of the board. 


ALVMIOGID LON Uv 
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Barnhart now assistant chief 


; Thomas Barnhart is serving as June 7 to return to his former job 
assistant West Terre Haute police with Amax Coal Co. 


‘chief following the resignation of 

Richard Buchanan. Barnhart said he expected Town 
* Buchanan submitted his resigna- Board members to fill Buchanan’s 
tion to the Town Board effective vacancy later this week. 
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West Terre |} 


West Terre Ha üteans" ht 
begin organizing patrol 


West Terre Haute residents took 
the first steps to organize a crime 
watch and patrol group Thursday in 
Town Hall. 

Dave Conder, who helped organize 
the Northside Neighborhood Resi- 
dents Association in Terre Haute 
earlier this year, was asked by Town 
Board members to conduct the 
session. 

About 30 persons attended, with 10 
signing up to form a tentative board 
of directors. Dorothy Moss of South 
Third Street agreed to act as 
secretary until the group is 
formalized. ''When people try and 
break in, you need some kind of 
protection," she said. 

The major problem is vandalism, 
she said. Also, the bludgeoning death 
of Loretta Keith last week has 
created concern among residents. 

A few women who knew Keith 
were at the meeting. 

"We were concerned over her 
death," said Bernice Frank, who 
lives on South Eighth Street. ‘I'd 
pass her house every day as I took 
the kids to school." 

Her mother, Lucile, was a good 
friend of Keith. “It upset me 


terribly," Lucile Frank said. “I 
can't go to bed at night without 
thinking of her.” 

Dave Gagnon, 522 S. Sixth St., was 
another who signed to be on the 
board of directors. "I've gotten 
ripped off a lot of times," he said. 
"We've got to stop this. There are 
some really incorrigible people." 

But not everyone was satisfied 
with the meeting. “They haven't 
answered my questions," said Lou. 
Green of South Seventh Street. ‘I’ 
don't see where it will help in this: 
community." She said there's a need 
for better police protection — and 
accused police.of not doing their job. 

Conder described turnout at the 
meeting as very good 

He told those attending that the 
primary value of a citizens' group is 
to act as a deterrent against crime.” 
Also, he said it brings neighbors 
together and keeps them aware of 
events. 

A professional law-enforcement 
officer will attend the next meeting 
to explain technical aspects of 
setting up a neighborhood patrol 
group. 
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Community Affairs File 


Harold “Hap” Harris will be 
officially named police chief of 
West Terre Haute at the monthly 
meeting of the Town Board, Mon- 


day, July 2, according to Lenny ` 


Isles, beard member. 
"He has been on the force for 14 


years and knows the community The vacancy occurred when 
and I think he will do a fine job," Richard Buchanan resigned as 
said Isles. chief, on June 7, to return to former 


UT. d Assistant Chief Tom 


he meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. ^ ` imt 
at the Police Station, 500 W. Barnhart ‘has been acting chief 
National Avenue. since Buchanan’s abscence. 
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In a well-attended public meet- 
ing this Monday evening at the 
Town Hall, the West Terre Haute 
Town Board formally announced 
the appointment of Harold “Hap” 
Harris as the town's new Police 
Chief. The 14-year veteran of the 
West Terre Haute Poiice Depart- 
ment was out of town on a previous- 
ly scheduled vacation and was un- 
available for comment. His annual 
salary, announced over the ob- 
jection of Clerk-Treasurer Ruth 
Miller, will be $12,346. 

Present at the meeting were 
Board President Jim Herrington 
and members Lucky Beck and 
Lenny Isles, in addition to the 
Clerk-Treasurer Ruth Miller and 
Town Attorney Dennis Stark. 

The Water Works meeting was 
opened first with the financial re- 
port. 

Water samples left for board 

The West Terre Haute Water 
Works had a beginning balance of 
$46,033.53, meter receipts of 
$17,962.14 and consumer deposits 
of $340. Total interest earned 
during the month was $246.58. Ex- 
penses totaled $30,106.89, leaving 
an ending balance of $34,475.36. 

June claims totaling $12,723.08 
were read and approved for pay- 
ment. 

Included in the utility report 
were the repair of two service lines 
and the installation of two new 
services. 

Water Works consumer Ken 
Kibler brought samples of his water 


rec 


to the meeting. The samples al- 
legedly contained elements of sand 
and mud which remained in the 
water, even after purification and 
softening. 

Kibler reported the costs of 
maintaining his purification system 
were in the $30-a-month range. He 
also told the board that Water 
Works representative Bob Surber 
told him that equipment needed to 
clean up the water was too expen- 
sive for the town. 

After much discussion, the board 
resolved to look into the matter by 
taking samples to the Board of 
Health, in addition to checking the 
water storage tank for mineral 
deposits. 

Fire Chief Gerald Rader re- 
quested the town provide him with 
a list of non-serviceable hydrants. 
Complaints about police force 

The Town of West Terre Haute 
reported the following financial 
position of the town: 


GENERAL FUND 


Beginning Balance....$33040.65 
RECEDES Aa a 36223.88 
Disbursements ........ 28600.18 
Transfer from CCI..... 13000.00 
End Balance ......... $53664.35 
MOTOR VEHICLE FUND 
Beginning Balance ..... $9192.40 
Receipts Syed. > Ae 3948.86 
Disbursements ......... 4607.84 
End Balance.......... $8533.42 
LOCAL ROAD & STREET 
Beginning Balance..... $8232.93 
ReceiptSt Av as... phe a 1496.82 
Disbursements .......... T2775 


WTH Town Board 
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y names Harris 


Ui 


End Balance.......... $9617.00 
CUM. CAP. IMPROVEMENT 
Beginning Balance... . $26357.84 
RECEIPES 7 aa tees 5580.58 
dNranstfer-. ^ —. A 13000.00 
End Balance ......... $18938.42 
REVENUE SHARING 
Beginning Balance ..... $2691.07 
Disbursements ......... 1387.02 
End Balance .......... $1304.05 
GUN PERMIT FUND 
Beginning Balance ....... $55.38 
Receipts, E TN TRE ae 35.00 
Emd'Balàance*- 49 Pee $90.38 
ACCIDENT REPORTS 
Beginning Balance ....... $75.00 
Réceipts 7... ND 30.00 
End Balance ........... $105.00 
TOTAL ALL FUNDS 
$103041.28 
TOTAL INTEREST TO DATE 
$3890.81 

Claims against the town for June 
totaled $30,107.34, including 


$13,087.08 to Terre Haute First 
National Bank for the two police 
vehicles. 

Under old business, Lenny Isles 
reported he had not yet seen the 
shelter which is to be given the 
town. 

The Board also reported that it 
had signed a  Lease-Purchase 
agreement as reported last month 
for a 1957 Allis-Chalmers Road 
Grader. The lease price will be 
$400 per month until July, 1985. 


The town will look to upgrade the 


equipment at that time. 


Continued on Page 6 
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Attorney Dennis Stark reported 
that a trial date of July 13 has been 
set in the Tim Long case in Rock- 
ville. Stark added that one repre- 
sentative of the board and Police 
Officer Steve Leisure will be re- 
quired to attend the trial that day. 

The board read the police report 
in Hap Harris' absence. The report 
indicated a total of 262 calls re- 
ceived during June, including 4 
vandalisms of $25 and over, 15 
traffic arrests, two tickets for dogs 
running at large, five burglaries, 8 
thefts of $25 and over, two motor 
vehicle thefts, three assault and 
battery cases and 106 unfounded 
reports. In addition, the depart- 
ment picked up eleven dogs and 
recovered one truck. 

'The Street Department reported 
it swept streets 12 days, graded 
alleys three days and helped the 


"Water Works four days reading 


meters. 
Volunteers list 24 rescues 

The West Terre Haute Volun- 
teer Fire Department reported a, 
total of 46 runs during June, in- 
cluding four structure fires, two 
false alarms, three dump and trash 
fires, two vehicle fires, four ground 
cover fires, six extra duty runs, one 
training run and 24 rescues. 

The department reported total 
actual in-service time of 34 hours 
and 44 minutes. Fire losses for the 
month were recorded at $9100. 


WesMents ngauert police help 


business Enna RICE ema His 
buildings has been broken into so 
many times they are considering 
leaving town. Page reported that 
he has had to take many expensive 
security measures. 

Local businessman John Gd 
reported to the board two incidents 


in which he alleges the policeman | 


~ on duty did not respond to a re- 


| quest for help by a citizen. 


The board acknowledged that | 
certain regulations need to be en- 
forced. 

The next meeting will be held on 
Monday, August 6, at the Town 
Hall. 
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Since taking office in January of 
this year the West Terre Haute 
town board has been plagued with 
troubles. 

First report in January was that 
the town board treasury had 
$36,000. Later reports by the 
board, however, said the $36,000 
was in the Automobile Mainte- 
nance fund, and was not really a 
part of the general fund. This 
money, they said, could only be 
used forthat department and could 
not be transferred to the general 
fund. The general fund was 
$15,000 in debt. 

About six weeks after the new 
board was sworn in, Jim Herring- 
ton, president of the board, said 
they had discovered an error made 
by the previous town board clerk. 
“The wrong tax levy was advertised 
last year,” said Herrington. “We 
could have had a rate of 6.40, 
instead the rate was advertised at 
2.50. This cost the town approxi- 
mately $68,000 in revenue,” he 
said. 

As the situation developed the 
board discovered that there was 
not sufficient funds in the budget to 
continue paying the police salaries. 
Special meetings were called be- 
tween the board and the West 
Terre Haute Police Department. 
The board announced that the 
town had to get within the budget 
before June, at which time, they 
said, a new budget could be re- 
submitted or adjusted, and more 
money would likely become avail- 
able. 

In order to operate within the 
budget until that time, two options 
were suggested by the board. One 
was that all West Terre Haute 
police would take a cut in pay. The 
other alternative was that someone 
would have to be let go. 

West Terre Haute police reject- 
ed both of these suggestions, say- 
ing they had been promised a raise 
for the past three years and they 
could barely make it on the salaries 
they were now receiving. And no- 
body wanted to lose his job. 

After a great deal of discussion, a 


s A > 
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compromise was reached. All five 


sın 


police officers as well as the 
secretary would work eight hours 
per week with no pay, as dis- 
patchers. Since this job had recent- 
ly been vacated, rather than hire 
another person for the position the 
police themselves would man the 
radio. This way they said, the town 
would save that mney which would 
have gone to pay dispatchers’ 
salaries and in turn save a police 
officers job. This would also 
alleviate the need for a pay cut. To 
put it another way — Officers are 
working eight extra hours per week 
for the same amount of money. 

Nobody was happy with the 
solution but the Police Department 
remained intact, hoping that in 
June the problem would be solved 
with a new budget. 

Another vital service of West 
Terre Haute was affected by the 
shortage of funds. The town board 
is obligated to allocate $13,000 to 
the volunteer fire department each 
year. Jim Herrington said the 
money for this was just not 
available. This situation has also 
been resolved. The latest financial 
burden the town has been faced 
with is the necessity of a new sewer 
system. They were told last month 
by the health department that they 
must install a proper sewage and 
disposal system for the town. The 
board is now desperately trying to 
find a solution to these problems. 

Recently another bomb fell. T'he 
Police Department was informed 
that more money will not be avail- 
able in June. The board has dis- 
covered the budget they have been 
struggling with since January will 
not be changed until a year from 
June. 

The board reported Monday 
that money has been borrowed 
from the Cumulative Capital 
Improvements Fund to pay April's 
expenses and the expense of two 
used police cars. Money has also 
been taken out of Federal Revenue 
Sharing and transferred to the 
General Fund. The Volunteer Fire 
Department will receive some of 
this money. EXT 3 & 


Monitor: Robert Tewell responds to radio call on his final shift 


West Terre Haute short of funds H 
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Dispatchers disp jatched 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The West Terre Haute police 
department office was quieter than 
usual Wednesday, the last day of 
work for three dispatchers. + 

Robert Tewell, who was working 
night shift, played solitaire and 
handled the microphone and police 
messages over the radio. 

He said he's been getting a lot of 
calls recently from local residents 
concerned about the changes. 

“They say they're sorry the 
situation has turned out this way,” 
he said. 

Personally, he's not too concerned 
about the loss of his job, since he has 
another fulltime job with Felix 
Cleaners. 

He's worked two full-time jobs, 
seven days a week. “My wife's 
happy — I'll be home more,” the 48- 
year-old said. 

He began dispatching part-time 
about four years ago. 


Patrol organizing 


West Terre Haute's Town Board 
and police chief are sponsoring a 


meeting at 7 p.m. today in Town Hall 


to form a citizen's patrol: 

The meeting was prompted ay the 
recent murder of Loretta Keith, 89, 
Ruth Miller, board clerk-treasurer, 
Said.’ 

"1 think people are kind of 
nervous," she said. 

Keith was found beaten to death 
Thursday in her home, 501 S. Fourth 
St. 


The meeting is open to the public. 


He said it's been interesting, and 
he's learned a lot about the town and 
its peoples 

e dispatcher positions were cut 
as of midnight because of lack of 
funds, members of the West Terre 


` Haute Town Board said. 


Calls will be routed to the Vigo 


County Sheriff's Department, which 
will dispatch for the town through 
Dec. 31. 

Police Chief Richard Buchanan 
predicts there will be a few 
problems for awhile, particularly for 


those used to going directly to the 
police department for assistance. 


Also, the local dispatchers were 
familiar with the area. 

"I think it will work out," said 
Buchanan, who's been police chief 
three months. 

Tewell said a lot of times people 
would call, leaving general locations 
rather than addresses. ''It will make 
it harder for the dispatcher in the 
sheriff's office," Tewell said. 

He said people came in and out of 
the office all the time, sometimes in 
need of emergency help. 

But Tewell said he realizes all 
small communities are having cash- 
flow problems. 

Now that the dispatchers are gone, 
“I don't believe the Town Board will 
ever start it up again," he said. 
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The Sugar Creek Democrat Club met last week at Joy's Restaurant in West Terre Haute to kick off the 1984 
Primary Election season. Pictured above are, from left, State Representative Bill Roach, Co. Assessor Jim Diehl, 
Co. Treasurer Kenny Thomas, and Precinct.Committeeman Eugenia Beck. 


WTH Town Board meets; money problems 


force loans to General Fund account 
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The West Terre Haute Town 
Board met on Monday evening. 
April 2, at 7:30 p.m. in its regularly 
scheduled monthly public meeting. 

Officials present included Town 
Board members Jim Herrington, 
Lucky Beck and Lenny Isles; 
Clerk- Treasurer Ruth Miller; and 
Town Attorney Dennis Stark. 

It was reported that the West 
Terre Haute Water Works had in- 
come during the month of 
$16,958.44, and expenses of 
$15,034.99, leaving a balance of 
$47,970.92. Claims to be paid in 
May totaled $16,052.01. 

Bob Surber reported his crew 
repaired 25 water meters in April. 

The Town of West Terre Haute 
reported a negative beginning 
balance of $38,010.86. With in- 
- come ‘of $2,470.15, a journal ad- 
justment of $54.25, and expenses 
of $12,799.71, the ending balance 
for the General Fund was a nega- 


tive $48,286.17. The Motor 
Vehicle Fund, with income of 
$3,527.56 and expenses of 


$3,461.19, had an ending balance 
of $10,228.79. The ending balance 
of all funds was $2,841.34. 


VAMC 
Clerk-Treasurer Ruth Miller 
read March claims of $14,847.64, 
plus the Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment claim of $3,500. Al! claims 
were approved. 

Randy Herrington reported to 
the board that no action had yet 
been taken on the lights for the 
South 7th Street Park. 

Under new business, the Board 
passed a resolution to transfer 
funds from the Capital Improve- 
ment Fund to the General Fund to 
pay for the two used police cars. 
This money, considered a loan, 
totaled $13,000.00. 

Another resolution was passed 
to sign a form for the State to 
receive $2,667.00 from state 
government. 

In other action, the Board passed 
an additional appropriations and 
funds transfer resolution to pickup 
enough cash to pay May claims and 
salaries. 

Attorney Dennis Stark reported 
that the Kesler vs. West Terre 
Haute case has not been closed, as 
previously reported. 


b qe “89 

Stark also reported that he rep- 
resented the Town in an unemploy- 
ment hearing in the Tim Long case. 
Long is required to pay back to the 
State over $900 received for unem- 
ployment compensation. 

The West Terre Haute Police 
Department reported a total of 209 
calls during April. These calls in- 
cluded 12 thefts of $25 and over, 12 
vandalisms of $25 and over, 1 
assault and battery, 4 accidents, 57 
miscellaneous calls and 123 un- 
founded calls. 

The Department made 31 traffic 
arrests, including 2 juveniles, and 


six misdemeanor arrests, including 
one juvenile. ,. 


In other action during March, 
West Terre Haute Police took 7 
dogs to the shelter, recovered 2 
wheel covers, and recovered 
$2,000.00 worth of tools. 

The West Terre Haute Volun- 
teer Fire Department responded to 
a total of 34 calls during April, 20 of 
which were in West Terre Haute, 
and 14 in Sugar Creek Township. 

Those calls included 23 rescues, 
four structure fires, 2 vehicle fires, 
two false alarms, 2 dump and trash 
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WTH fiscal records 
reveal much re ink 
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The West Terre Haute Town 
Board members, in a special inter- 
view with the Macksville Gazette 
on Monday, stated emphatically 
that no West Terre Haute Police 
Officers will be laid off during their 
administration. 

“Rumors have been circulating,” 
the members said, “that police pro- 
tection could be affected by recent 
budget cuts. This is definitely not 
going to happen,” they said. 

“The dispatchers’ salaries had 
to be cut," said board member 
Lucky Beck. “We have saved ap- 
proximately $30,000 with this 
action and this savings was neces- 
sary to get us through the next year 
and a half. However.” he said, “the 
police department will remain in- 
tact.” 

Beck also applauded the Vigo 
County Sheriffs Department for 
assuming the dispatchers’ duties, 
saying they didn’t have to do it. 
“We would have been in big trouble 
without their help,” he said. 

The board members reiterated 
their assertion that there was no 
possible way the town could have 
borrowed money to retain the three 
police dispatchers that were given 
dismissal notices last week. 

“Laws and regulations set up by 
the State Board of Accounts pro- 
hibits borrowing from one depart- 
ment to another unless the money 
borrowed can be paid back within 
one year, and we can’t do it,” said 
Beck. Even if the law permitted 
longer term borrowing, board 
members maintained that neither 
the water works nor the street 
department had sufficient funds to 
be transferred to the general fund, 
beyond the 3% which has already 
been transferred. 

Indicating that the financial diffi- 
culty the town is experiencing is a 
fact and must be dealth with, the 
board members pointed out that 
the current Clerk Treasurer for 
West Terre Haute, Ruth Miller, has 


to answer to the State Board of 
Accounts. “Money cannot be allo- 
cated that doesn't exist,” they said. 
"On the advice of the Clerk 
Treasurer, WE make the decisions 
to cut the budget. We board 
members made the difficult de- 
cision to lay off the dispatchers." 

In reference to the statement 
made by Larry Cassagne, former 
Clerk Treasurer, that $15,000 to 
$20,000 more should be available 
to the board, Lucky Beck said he 
was probably referring to the 
$20,000 which was applied for 
through Federal Revenue Sharing. 
“We received only about $16,000 
from them,” said Beck, “‘which will 
be used for unemployment and fire 
protection." 

Of the $36,000 balance reported 
during the first board meeting of 
this year, Lenny Isles said Monday 
that $26,000 of this was Cumu- 
lative Capital Improvement 
money. “This money," said Jim 
Herrington, “can only be used for 
improvement. It can't be used for 
the general fund." 

The remaining $11,000 was a 
part of the motor vehicle fund. 
"Motor Vehicle funds are gas 
money." Isles said. “We can't use 
that for the general fund. That goes 
to the Street Department," adding 
that they need every bit of it to pay 
their own salaries. 


"We just got stuck with a short ' 


budget,” said Beck, “and we have 
to live with it." All three board 
members: President Jim Herring- 
ton, Lenny Isles and Lucky Beck, 
have inherited a difficult situation 
as has been noted. In this latest 
statement, board members ex- 
pressed their wish to reassure the 
people of West Terre Haute of 
their commitment to the town's 
welfare, especially in the areas of 
police and fire protection. 

Town records and books are 
open to the public for inspection 
during normal working hours. 
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The three remaining West Terre 
Haute police dispatchers were dis- 
missed from their jobs on Wednes- 
day, April 12, by the West Terre 
Haute Town Board. This action left 
West Terre Haute with nobody to 
man the radios for emergency 
police calls. Those emergency calls 
will now be re-routed to the Vigo 
County Sheriff's Department in 
Terre Haute, who will in turn notify 
patrolling West Terre Haute police 
units of where to go and the nature 
of the problem. This course of 
action, according to West Terre 
Haute Board members Lenny Isles 
and Lucky Beck, "was the only 
solution available to us," adding 
that the town has no monev in the 
budget to continue paying the dis- 
patchers' salaries. The Board in- 
formed Ernestine Lane, Ginger 
McAmis and Robert Tewell on 
Wednesday that their jobs were 
being terminated in two weeks. 

The town of West Terre Haute is 
experiencing severe financial dif- 
ficulties, as widely publicized in 
recent weeks. Tom Shelton, a tax 
auditor, calculates the loss of 
revenue to be $65,542.00. “This 
situation cannot be reversed," 
Shelton said, "nothing can be done 
about it.” The budget is set through 
May, 1985. 

Ernestine Lane, who acted as 
secretary as well as dispatcher for 
the police department, expressed 
concern that the town will suffer 
with no one in the department to 
answer calls. 

“People know they can come 


here when they are in trouble,” she - 


said. “I have had people come in 
here bleeding and scared many 
times. Where will they go now, es- 
pecially at night?” She added, “I 
have taken calls from people when 
they were so scared or upset that 
they couldn’t give their right 
address, but because I know almost 
all the people in town, I usually 
know where to send the squad car. 
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Will the Sheriff's Department be 
able to do this?” 

Ernestine also expressed some 
resentment to the board members 
because she, along with the police 
officers, had been donating eight 
hours per week without pay for 
months, with the understanding 
that things would work out and 
everybody would be able to keep 
their jobs. 

Ginger McAmis was devastated 
by the sudden news that she had 
lost her job, saying that she was the 
sole support of three people. The 
mistake has caused disaster for her 
and her family. 

Robert Tewell also expressed 
concern for West Terre Haute 
residents, saying the biggest thing 
is that they will suffer. “Response 
time will probably double,” said 
Tewell, and added that the Sher- 
iffs Department has agreed to do 
dispatching for West Terre Haute 
only until December. “What will 
happen after that," he asked? 

The Town Board members ex- 
pressed regret to the three dis- 
patchers for having let them go, 
saying that every possible avenue 
had been explored to try to find 
another solution, but they had no 
alternative. 

According to Ruth Miller, West 
Terre Haute Town Clerk, who is 
also employed by West Central 
Indiana Economic Development 
District, no emergency appropri- 
ations are available for a town's 
operating expenses. "They have to 
operate within the budget," she 
said, and added that it is against the 
law if they don't. "Members of the 
Town Board would be held 
personally liable if they appropri- 
ate over their budget," she said. 

As of now, all five full time police 
officers will remain on duty in West 
Terre Haute. No indications of 
termination in the immediate 
future for police has been ex- 
pressed by the board. 
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According to Ruth Miller, Clerk- 
Treasurer of West Terre Haute, 
property owners in the town will be 
paying between $50 and $100 less 
in taxes this year than they did last 
year. Sounds great! But is this 
really good news for residents 
here? 

'The low tax rate this year came 
about through an error in the last 
budget. The tax rate should have 
been about three times the 1984 
rate. according to Miller, who 
claims there is no way out of the 
financial disaster the town finds 
itself facing. 

According to Miller, the town is 
at the present time $60,000 in 
debt. Some money will become 
available within the next few 
months, she admitted, but ac- 
cording to her figures, when all bills 
are paid the town will be left with 
only $82,768 with whichto operate 
through June, 1985. “With expen- 
ditures ranging about $19,000 per 
month for the first quarter of 1984. 
it's plain to see something will have 
to be done," she said. Some des- 
perate measures for saving money 
are being considered by the town. 

One mentioned by Miller is the 
possibility of turning off street 
lights during the months of June. 
July and August. Also. the possi- 
bility remains that one or more of 
the five West Terre Haute police 
officers could be let go. 

No street lights and fewer police 

"officers on the street presents a 
pretty grim possibilitv for town 
residents. 

Miller said that money can be 
borrowed. but all that can be 
already has been borrowed. She 
added that contrarv to belief. the 
West Terre Haute Water Works 
has no extra money. “There is no 
chance of the town borrowing from 
that department, or having funds 
transferred," she said. 


As police officers continue to 
work an extra eight hours per week 
without pay to help alleviate the 
money crunch. morale among of- 
ficers remains okay. According to 
Steve Leisure, a full-time officer, 
morale hasn't become a problem 
yet. 

"We just don't know what to 
expect," he said. “The board told 
us that things should be straight- 
ened out by June and we are con- 
tinuing to work on that premise 
until we hear something different." 

Leisure did comment that it 
seems unjust that the department 
has to suffer because of the lack of 
funds. 

When asked if he thought the 
department could function on less 
than the five officers now employed 
Leisure said it would be very diffi- 
cult. "We need more than that right 
now," he said. 

We reported last week we had 
been informed that police here 
have not had a raise in pay for three 
years. This statement has been re- 
buffed by former town board 
member James Withem, who told 
us that a 10% increase was granted 
in 1981 and a 7% hike was given in 
1982. 'This has been confirmed by 
town records. However, even with 
these increases. a full-time officer 
emploved by West Terre Haute 
has a salary of $11,383 per year, 
compared to the $12.984 paid to 
Terre Haute police officers. 


^ Dorothy Moss. who has organ- 


ized efforts to raise money for the 
West Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment, requests interested persons 
living in West Terre Haute or Sugar 
Creek Township attend a meeting 
in West Terre Haute, at the Town 
Hall. on April 12. 1984 at 7:00 p.m. 
The meeting is being held to dis- 
cuss the benefit plan and to finalize 
preparations for the chili supper 
scheduled for May 5 and 6. 


Dunbar hopes drainage Woes will dry up 


A drainage! piti has ex- 


isted in West Terre Haute for 40 years 
is expected to be rectified soon, State 
Sen. William Dunbar said during a 
town meeting Thursday evening. 

Dunbar said bids are expected to be 
let in July and construction started in 
August on a section of U.S. 40 which 
begins at Ninth and National and runs 
west to Sugar Creek. 

That project was funded in 1977 but 
someone else ended up with the mon- 
ey. Apparently, he said, people fig- 
ured West Terre Haute had lived with 
the problem for 40 years and thought 
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it couldn’t have been very serious. 

Dunbar said he was able to receive 
a commitment last winter from Gene 
Hallock, director of the Department 
of Highways, to place the U.S. 40 
drainage project as a top priority 
item for 1982. 

Drainage ditches on either side of 
the highway in that area overflow 
during heavy rains and flood the road, 
he said. 

Money for resurfacing after the 
drainage project is complete will 
probably not be available until the 
1983 fiscal year, Dunbar said. 


In another matter, Dunbar is trying 
to get local business support to help 
defray the cost of a traffic signal for 
the West Terre Haute Fire Depart- 
ment. He said about $3,500 more is 
needed to pay for that signal. 

Dunbar also stressed the need for a 
feasibility study on the possibility of 
obtaining city water in the southwest 
Sugar Creek area. 

State representative William 
Roach (D-West Terre Haute) at- 
tended the town meeting Thursday. 
Roach was not available today for 
comment. 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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A field representative with the 
Indiana Department of Commerce 
examined West Terre Haute's 
sewage-disposal problems Tuesday. 
He also studied if the town is eligible 
to receive state assistance to al- 
leviate the health concerns of resi- 
dents. 

Guy Thomas, of the state's com- 
munity economic development 
division, discussed the matter with 


Drummy. He later went on an 


"A. inspection tour accompanied by 
- -representatives of the Town Board, 


the health department and West 
Centa} Indiana Economic Develop- 
ment rict. 

According to Drummy, there is a 
possibility the town can receive 
emergency funds, although both 
county and state board of beaith 
officials must declare an emergency 
exists. 

If acquired, the funds would be 
used to examine and repair storm 


sewers to alleviate the immediate 
problem of flooding streets. 

Before the state can make any 
decision, the health department 
must conduct more tests, and the 
town must find an engineer to 
determine costs. ! 

In the long range, the town will be 
exploring the possibility of installing 
a sanitary-sewer system, Drummy 


said. A 

"I think the ball is moving," 
Drummy said. “I think the Town 
Board wants to go ahead and get the | 
job done." de Áo \ 
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A 40-year-old headache may be 
easing for residents of West Terre 
Haute. 

State Sen. William Dunbar, R- 
Terre Haute, said Wednesday that 
state highway officials have con- 
firmed that repair work will begin 
late this summer to improve drainage 
in the U.S. 40 area west of West Terre 
Haute. 

During heavy rains, flooding makes 
it difficult to get through the area, 

and some cars have been stranded in 
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the large puddles that form along and 
over the roadway. During the winter, 
“It looks like a skating rink,” Dunbar 
said. The drainage problem also 
drastically effects property values, 
he said. 

Although a firm figure has not been 
established, Dunbar thinks the 
project probably will cost about 
$500,000. Bids are expected to be let in 
the next few months. 

Traffic will be one-lane-at-a-time 
through the area while the repair 
$ is being done. 

e water will flow into Sugar 
Creek and then into the Wabash, 
Dunbar said. 

The latest developments on the 
drainage problem will be voiced dur- 
ing a town meeting scheduled for 7 
p-m. Thursday at Joy’s Restaurant, 
West Terre Haute. 

Dunbar and State Rep. William 
Roach, D-West Terre Haute, will be 
at the meeting to discuss other topics 
as well — including the possibility of 
obtaining city water in the southwest 

Sugar Creek area and the possible 
installation of a flasher light at the 
West Terre Haute fire station. , 
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Federal funds have been ruled out, 
but West Terre Haute will apply for 
g a state block grant to help alleviate 
its sewage dilemma. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency is eliminating funding for the 
type of sanitary sewer project West 
Terre Haute would need, Pam 
Kauffman, planner at West Central 
Indiana Economic Development Dis- 
trict, said. 

But the town can apply for a state 
block grant from the department of 
commerce, she said. The funds 
would be used for storm sewers 
rather than a sanitary sewer project. 

West Terre Haute may also 
qualify for emergency funds, which 
would allow work to begin much 
sooner. 

If West Terre Haute goes through 
the normal application process for a 
community-improvement program, 
it would not get funds until next 
year. 

A letter of intent is due June 1, 
with proposals due June 29. 

The commerce department will 
review proposals, and decide which 
groups can apply for funding. The 
process is both competitive and by 
| invitation, Kauffman said. “It’s 
ES their [the state's] decision who they 
want to apply for funds." 

A West Terre Haute had been| 
> awarded an EPA grant in 1977, but 
the project was not carried out. 
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West Vigo erchants 
Association representatives 
have completed all plans for 
the first annual Macksville 
Spring Festival which will take 
place this weekend, May 15- 
16. Parade and booth assign- 
ments have been plotted and 
released, the merchants are 
ready, and adults andchildren 
from all over the area are 
anticipating an exciting and 
rewarding festival! 

The finally tally adds up to 
over 80 booths, featuring a 
variety of arts and crafts, 
games, flea markets and food. 
There will be something for 
averyone at these booths! 

The parade, which will 
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In addition, tours will be 
conducted of the authentic 
Ray cabins on Saturday, from 
2 to 5 p.m., and Saint Mary-of- 
the-Woods College campus 
tours are slated for both days 
at 2:00 p.m. The tours will 
organize at the Foley Hall 
fountain which is at the end of 
the Main Gate Road. 

The West Branch Library 
will feature old-time movies at 
the branch at various times 
during the festival. Take a 
break and watch your favorite 
funny people from 1920's and 
30's movies! 

Live entertainment will be 


_ featured both afternoons of 


the festival in the West 


begin at 1:00 on Saturday, . Branch Library parking lot. 


May 15, has over 50 entrants, 
including two bands, the re- 
nowned Shriner units, loca! 
groups, noted Wabash Valley 
personalities, Bowsey the 
Bear from WBOW, See Lion 
from TV-10, fire trucks, 
antique cars and much, much 
more! All parade entries will 
organize at the Y (US 40 and 
Paris Avenue) no later than 
12:00 noon, and the parade 
will move right down National 
Avenue in West Terre Haute 
at 1:00. Be sure to get a good 
"seat" for this one! 


Appearing at 2:30 on Satur- 
day will be the Indiana Old- 
time Fiddlers, Inc.; "Thin Ice" 
will perform beginning at 
5:00; and the Swinging Mates 
Square Dance Club will wind 
up Saturday's entertainment 
at 7:00. 

Barbershoppers are on tap 
at 1:30 on Sunday; Country/ 
Rock with "Owen County 
Line" will perform at 3:00; and 
the Lisher Family gospel 
singers will wind up the 
festival's live entertainment 
at 5:00 Sunday. Something 
for everybody this weekend! 

in addition to musical 
groups, a little bit of magic 
with a pocketful of surprises 
will come your way on 
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Saturday at 6:15 with they 


As 


ainbow Clown, who will be 


performing also in the Library 


parking lot. 
This should be perfect 
weekend to come to West 
Terre Haute, listen to music, 
eat some delicious food, 
watch an exciting parade and 
buy a few bargains at the 
many booths. Everyone is 
welcome! 
Vigo Cour 
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Leisure Named 
Police Chief Lut 


by Theresa Jacobs 


Hag 

Effective today, uly 28th, 
West Terre Haute will have a 
new Chief of Police. 

Steve Leisure. who has 
been with the West Terre 
Haute Police Department for 
two years, has been namedto 
replace Dave Eaton who is 
resigning. 

Eaton, a police officer for 
over twenty years, told us that 
his resignation from the force 
had nothing to do with his not 
being happy with the job. 

“| feelit has been a privilege 
to work as police chief in West 
Terre Haute,” said Eaton. 
"However", he continued, “t 
felt it was time for a change 
after twenty years, and whenl 
was presented with the 
opportunity to go into 
business here in West Terre 
Haute, | decided to take it." 

Eaton has bought Mary's 
Midway, a restaurant on 
National Avenue. It will soon 
be known as Dave's Midway, 
and Dave and his wife Shirley 
plan to run the business 
together. 


AS HA RA ye Chief. 
Eaton said, "| would like to 
thank all of the people who 
have helped me in the past 
year, including the special 
officers (volunteers) and 
people who worked part time.. 
Also." he said, “| would like to 
thank the board for giving me 
the opportunity to serve on. 
the West Terre Haute Police 
Department. If | can be of any 
assistance to the Department 
in the future, | will be glad jo 
do so." 

As for our new chief, Stelle 
Leisure, it appears that the 
job offer came as quite a 
surprise to him. f 

According to Larry 
Cassagne, Town Clerk- 
Treasurer, during the regular 
Department Head meeting on 
Monday, July 19th the board 
decided to offer the Chief's 
position to Leisure. "After the 
meeting," said Cassagne, "we 
called Steve and he came 
over. He decided at that time 
to accept the job." 

Leisure seems to be 
looking forward to the job, but 
said he knows it will be a 
challenge. 


, 
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Chief Leisure said he is 
hoping for the co-operation of 
the people in West Terre 
Haute. "They are always 
welcome to come in and talk," 
he said. 

Leisure's philosophy 

seems to be that the people 
can assist the police depart- 
ment and greatly reduce 
crime by simply reporting 
Suspicious activity to the 
police. 
"| would rather have 100 
calls that turn out to be 
nothing" he said, "than for 
people not to call and have a 
criminal get away. We are not 
out here to arrest everyone" 
he continued, "but we won't 
turn our heads either." 

Because of the resignation 
of Dave Eaton the Depart- 
ment will be short one man. 
Chief Leisure informed us 
that a new man will be 
appointed to the West Terre 
Haute department within two 
months. 
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Open Meeting Discusses 


Area Project 
aab ale Sag 


by Theresa Jacobs 


Republican. State Senator 
Bill Dunbar and Democrat 
State Representative Bill 
Roach joined forces last week 
in an inter-party attempt to 
help the citizens of western 
Vigo county. A meeting was 
held last Thursday, June 3, in 
West Terre Haute that will, 
one way or another, affect 
most residents of the area. 

Bill Dunbar recalled that 
about 8 months ago he had 
met with West Vigo residents 
and businesses to enlist their 
support and determine what 
steps could be taken to en- 
sure some action by the state 
highway department to install 
a drainage system to elim- 
inate the flooding situation 
just west of West Terre Haute 
on U.S.40. 
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According to a letter re- 
ceived by Dunbar from Gene 
K. Hallock, State Highway 
Director, the very large 
number of letters and phone 
calls from citizens indicated 
an immediate need for a 
drainage system in that area. 

Dunbar announced that the 
time schedule for the project 
has been set by the highway 
department. “The bids will be 
let the latter part of July,” he 
said, "and the actual work on 
the drain is set to begin th 
first of August." ; 

According to Dunbar, the 
drain will run west from Phil 
Glick’s Standard, along U.S. 
AO, under the railroad tracks, 
and ultimately into the river. 

The next order of business 
presented by Dunbar con- 
cerned the resurfacing of U.S. 
40. Dunbar stated that he had 
requested that U.S.40 be 
paved from city limit to city 
limit in West Terre Haute. 

“Chances are good,” he 
said, “that we will get National 
Avenue resurfaced next year 
[1983].” Dunbar reserved 
little hope that the black- 
topping would be done this 
year, saying the money would 
only be available if we post- 
pone the drainage project. He 
remarked that it is an 
“either/or” situation and the 
money would not be available 
for both this year. 

However, Dunbar did say 
that the highway department 
had assured him that next 
year U.S.40 would be resur- 
faced. 

There also was some dis- 
cussion at the meeting about 
the need to install automatic 
warning signals in front of the 


fire house in West Terre 
Haute. 
The West Terre Haute 


Volunteer Fire Department in- 
formed the approximately 50 
citizens gathered at Bill Joy’s 
Restaurant that the warning 
signals for both east and west 
bound traffic lanes would be 


triggered from within the fire- 
house. It was pointed out that 
much of the equipment 
needed has already been do- 
nated by private businesses 
in the area, with a good pos- 
sibility of more donations in 
the near future. The volun- 
teers also stated that the 
Highway Department had 
already agreed to paint the 
lines and put up the neces- 
Sary Signs. 

Expenses for the project 
would total about $9300 if 
paid for on the bid system. 
This cost includes $3500 for 
the flasher control system, 
with cables, lights, poles and 
labor making up the dif- 
ference. 

Since almost all materials 
and labor will be donated, this 
project will increase the 
safety of both motorists and 
firemen, and decrease the 
response time for the fire 
department. As Dunbar 
stated, "very few volunteer 
fire departments in the state 
do not have caution lights." 

It was reported that the 
caution lights will flash yellow 
for 5-8 seconds, then turn red 
for approximately 20 
seconds, until the trucks are 
away from the firehouse. 

The final topic of discussion 
was then presented by Bill 
Roach. To eliminate the water 
shortage problem for resi- 
dents along Robinson and 
Darwin Roads, Roach pro- 
posed installing water lines 
into these areas. ‘ 

"| was contacted three 
years ago about this prob- 
lem," said Roach. "At that 
time, however, the population 
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density in this area was not 
great enough to warrant con- 
necting to city water. 

“Since that time the popu- 
lation has increased,” he con- 
tinued, “to. the point that city 
water is now feasible.” 

“However,” he cautioned, 
“we will need support from 
everyone to get the job done." 

The plan as presented con- 
sisted of running a line from 
the Toad Hop area across 
Interstate 70, south down 
Darwin Road and around to 
Robinson Road, with ex- 
tensionsto include side roads 


'and subdivisions along both 


roads. The greatest obstacle 
as expressed by Roach is 
putting the line across l-70. 

"This, Roach said, "will 
require an O.K. from the 
federal government as well as 
the state." 

The approximate cost 
mentioned was $120 per foot. 

A suggestion was made by 
an unidentified member of the 
audience that the line could 
go along Southlake Road 
under the Interstate. This 
suggestion was dismissed. 

Roach indicated that one 
meeting will in no way be 
sufficient to solve the 
problem. He repeated that he 
and Dunbar would need 
support from a great many 
people. 

Readers who live around 
the Darwin Road/Robinson 
Road loop may indicate their 
support for a water system by 
completing the petition onthe 
back page of this newspaper 
and mailing it to one of the 
addresses at the bottom of 


, the petition. 
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The present West Terre 
Haute Town Board held its 
last meeting as a group this 
past Monday evening at the 
Town Hall, with 34 citizens in 
the audience. Jim Withem, 
Jerry Lyon and Clerk- 
Treasurer Larry Cassagne will 
give up their seats at the end 
of this month. Incumbent 
Lucky Beck was re-elected as 
a Democrat. 

The meeting, also attended 
by town attorney Jim Bopp in 


West Terre, 


his final meeting, began witha 
discussion of the Water 
Works financial situation. The 
utility had receipts during No- 
vember of $17,343.87 and 
total disbursements of 
$12,121.64, leaving a bal- 
ance of $40,758.78. However, 
$24,000 of that money must 
be placed in a bond for next 
Julys FHA payment. 
November bills of $14,527 
were approved, including an 
$8,000 tab for the Water 


Ha ute 


Works’ new Ford pickuptruck. 

The town of West Terre 
Haute received $21,829.59 in 
revenues during November, 
and disbursed $37,512.59, 
leaving a working balance of 
$8,328.41. In addition, the 
town’s saving account has a 
total of $42,506.44. 


November bills of 
$4,244.54 were read and ap- 
proved. 


The town received two bids 
for garbage pickup in 1984. 


The board will review the two 
and select the “best and 
lowest” bid. Of those two bids. 
Padgett wil! pick up the gar- 
bage for $2800 and Beck 
(who has the contract now). 
bid $3500. 

The West Terre Haute Po- 
lice Department reported 277 
calls during November. Those 
calls included four burglaries, 
12 thefts of $25.00 or over, 
sixteen vandalisms of $25.00 
or over, 1 vehicle theft, 3 bat- 
tery calls, 8 accidents, fifty 
miscellaneous calls and 183 
unfounded reports. 

In addition, the department 
handed out 24 traffic tickets 
and 1 misdemeanor ticket. 

Police recoverd a vehicle 


and a purse during the month. - 


12 dogs and 3 cats, ac- 
cording to Police Chief Steve 
Leisure, were taken to the 
shelter. 

Town Attorney Jim Bopp re- 
ported on two legal cases. 
First. the hearing for fired 
Police Officer Tim Long was 
continued until December 13. 
That hearing, in the presence 
of attorneys for both sides, 
will take place in executive 
session at 7:30 p.m. A public 
meeting will follow at approxi- 
mately 8:30 p.m. 

The other suit involved the 
alleged ice damage to 
Green's Restaurant during 
the winter of 1981-82. Nonew 
information was available on 
the case. 
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] that his 

written resignation would be 
submitted on December 31 of 
this year. He said that he was 
"very proud to represent the 
town of West Terre Haute," 
and hoped that the new board 
continued the remarkable 
work of the current board. 

The West Terre Haute Vol- 
unteer Fire Department re- 
ported that they made a total 
of 30 runs during the month of 
November. These runs in- 
cluded 2 structure fires, 16 
rescues, four ground cover 
fires, 1 vehicle fire, four false 
alarms. 2 extra duty runs and 
one mutual aid run. 

Total in-service time for the 
month was 19 hours and 29 
minutes, for total man-hours 
of emergency service of 299. 
In. addition, the department 
spent 107 man-hours of 
training and 3 man-hours of 
investigation. 

No fire investigation cases 
were initiated in November, 
and two cases were closed. 
leaving only one still open. 

Fire Chief Gerald Rader re- 
ported total fire loss for No- 
vember was $700.00. 
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West Terre Haute to 
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After an increasing number 
of calls by West Terre Haute 
residents interested in taking 
back the town’s original name 
of Macksville, town attorney 
James Bopp, Jr., of the Terre 
Haute law firm of Brames, 
Bopp and Haynes, outlined 
the steps necessary to 
change the name of a town. 

To begin the process, at 
least % of the voters of the 
town have to sign a petition. 
That petition, along with a 
census of the town (to verify 
the number of residents) must 
be presented the Town Board. 
The town would set a public 
hearing on the petition, and 


MAS 
afterward determine whether 
or not the question of the 
name change should be 
placed on the election ballot. 
Once placed on the ballot, it is 
passed upon the vote of % of 
the votes cast in the election, 
if at least 4/5 of the voters 
listedin the census vote inthe 
election. The name change 
takes effect 30 days after the 
certification of the election. 
This process, which seems 
straightforward enough, can 
be undertaken at any time. 
The Town Board. which meets 
next Monday, February 7, at 
the Town Hall, will be glad to 
answer questions about the. 
process. 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Beans simmered in huge, 
blackened kettles over open fires 
Sunday at both the South Seventh 


Street Park and the West Vigo. 


Community Center in West_Terre 
Haute. ^ 


But the Democratic event in the -. 
park drew more people than the one ` 
hosted by town Republicans in the. 


community center. 

The Democrats in this town of 
about 2,800 outnumber members of 
the GOP by an estimated 10 to 1. Or, 
as some Democrats have said, the 


Republicans could hold their conven- ` 


tion in a phone booth. 


"The phone booth has been 


enlarged," Republican Jim Withem . 
said Sunday. He will oppose De- 


mocrat Lenny Isles in the First Ward 
during the general election Nov. 8. 

And, incumbent clerk-treasurer 
Larry Cassagne said, "There are a 
lot of good, strong Democrats com- 
ing to us and talking to us. I feel our 
chances are real good.” 

Cassagne was appointed to office 
two years ago after his predecessor 
moved. He will face Democrat Ruth 
Miller in the general election. 

Randy Herrington, West Terre 
Haute Democrat chairman, thinks 
his party's chances are good. The 
Republicans' days are over, he said. 

"I just think people will vote 
Democratic. I think four years ago 
they just wanted a change." 


Goneriunity Afairs File 


Chowfest: Democrats enjoy sun, food" ‘a 


West “T” Republicans swept the 
slate in the last election, ending 24 
years of Democratic domination. 

When his party assumed office, 
Withem said, “This town was on the 
verge of bankruptcy. We couldn't 
even get a police car because we had 
no credit. We restored respectability 
to West Terre Haute. People have 
more pride than they ever had." 

Herrington said the Republicans 
had done a good job, but ... 

“I’m sure that when they took 
office they got a larger budget. They 
got a settlement from Clark Oil Co. 
for the loss of two wells (and thev) 


increased the water rate 60 per- 
cent.” 

A fact sheet published by the 
Republicans confirmed the increase 
occurred. However, it also cited 
$34,000 in unpaid bills, defective 
meters and fire hydrants, and a 
rusting water tower — among other 
things. 

"As you can see," the handout 
stated, “we had very little choice but 
to increase your water rates ..." 


As for the Clark Oil Co. suit, the 
Republicans said it was thrown out 
of court during the nrevious De-. 
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Good times: Republicans share thoughts: 


mocratic administration ''due to the 


negligence of the town attorney." 
The Republicans assume credit for 
getting the suit reinstated and 
winning a $50,000 settlement. 
Herrington said Sunday evening a 
Democratic rebuttal to tne GOP 
handouts should be ready “in a day 


_ or two." 


One thing the Democrats have 
going for them is all new candidates, 
according to Herrington. Miller, the 
party’s clerk-treasurer candidate is 
a bookkeeper-secretary for West 
Central Indiana Economic Develop- 
‘ment District. Her position ‘‘gives us 


a very good shot at getting more 
grants." , 

That ‘‘all new slate” does include 
one incumbent board member, 
Clarence "Lucky" Beck, who was 
appointed to fill a mid-term vacan- 
cy. 
The Democratic candidates ''are 
all family people raising kids here. 
They're good, responsible people.” 

And, on the other side of town, 
Withem commented, ‘‘A little com- 
munity like this should vote for their 
convictions ... vote for people that 
work for the town. And we do. We've 


-done an awful lot.” 
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By Dick Robinson 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


West Terre Haute Democrats 
outnumber Republicans nearly 10 to 
1, but the Republicans control town 
hall and would like to continue. 

The Grand Old Party's dominance 
in town politics happens every 
generation or so. Jim Withem, town 
board president, is hopeful the 
Republicans can continue, ‘‘because 
of the accomplishments of the last 
four years, and what could be 
accomplished in the next four." 

He is not plowing new ground. 
Withem served on a GOP town board 
from 1952 to 1956. He lost his re- 
election bid by seven votes in the 
Democrat-dominated community. 

“It was a real upset when the 
Republicans won here four years 
ago," said Larry Cassagne, clerk- 
treasurer, seeking re-election on the 
GOP ticket. 

"It's hard to be optimistic, 
Cassagne said, "because the Re- 
publicans have never been elected to 
two straight terms here. The Re- 
publicans win here about every 20 
years or so." 

Both parties have full slates for 
the November election. Eight years 
ago, the GOP had no candidates. 

Republican candidates: Withem, 
lst Ward; Leon Cox, 2nd Ward; 
Jerry Lyon, 3rd Ward, and Cassagne, 
clerk-treasurer. Cox is the only GOP 
candidate not presently holding of- 
fice. 

Democrat candidates: Lenny 
Isles, 1st Ward; Clarence Beck, 2nd 
Ward; James Harrington, 3rd Ward, 
and Ruth Miller, clerk-treasurer. 


Beck is the incumbent. None of the - 
Democrats have been on the ballot 


before. 

Democrat Beck seeks re-election 
in his first ballot appearance. He 
was appointed to his office replacing 
a Republican who had been elected. 

Although Beck represents the 

* opposition, Withem said the De- 


mocrat was named to the board 
because he was a good man for the 
job. Despite owing his 
position to Republicans, Beck will 
run on the Demo ballot. 

The Republicans have a series of 
fact sheets for distribution to 
citizens. In the first, the GOP states 
it would like the chance to retain the 
respect and credibility the town has 
achieved in the last four years. 

The town had unpaid bills, the 
budget was overspent and town 
property was in need of repair and 
replacement when the GOP took 
over, according to the fact sheet. 

"The former administration had 
no interest in the town," Withem 
said. "The employees were actually 
running the town." 

The GOP town board cut expen- 
ditures and lowered the tax rate, 
Withem said. The proposed rate for 
1984 is more than $4 less what 
residents paid four years ago, 
Cassagne said. 

Beck said he has been in on some 
of the achievements since he has 
been in office and would like to 
continue. He feels his experience 
would be an asset. 

It could be an advantage. None of 
the Democrats have ever been on the 
ticket before, said a spokesman for 
the party. “These are not the same 
people who were running the town 
before the Republicans got into 
office," he said. The Democrat said 
those encouraged to run this year are 
persons interested in the town. 

Town finances are a major con- 
cern with Withem and Cassagne. 
Both contend money matters are 
under control, with taxes down, and 
they want to see this continue. 

The Democrat spokesman said 
there are really no big issues in a 


town the size of West Terre Haute. ~ 


""There are sidewalks to be repaired 
and a water tower to be painted, but 
those aren't issues," he said. 

Town elections are like popularity 
contests or those elections for 
homecoming kings and queens, 
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Demos after GOP in West Terre Haute 


Community Affairs File TSNOV6 1983 


By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Republicans are hoping their four- 
year record will keep voters on their 
side, while Democrats are banking 
on the overwhelming Democratic 
majority in West Terre Haute to re- 
capture elective offices. 

Of four positions, three are cur- 
rently occupied by Republicans, 
including two town board members 
and the clerk treasurer. They in- 
clude James G. Withem, board vice 
president and Jerry Lyons, presi- 
dent. Larry Cassagne is the clerk- 
treasurer. All three are seeking re- 
election. 

The sole Democrat on the town 
board, Clarence ‘“‘Lucky’’ Beck Jr., 
is seeking re-election. He was ap- 
pointed to fill a vacancy about 14 
years ago. 

Republicans, in an extensive fact 
sheet, say they inherited several 
problems four years ago, including 
thousands of dollars in unpaid bills, 
a water works that was falling apart, 
an overspent budget, town property 
and equipment in need of repair. 

They maintain they’ve lowered the 
tax rate, made improvements to 
town property and the waterworks, 
brought the budget under control, 
improved the police force and 
restored community pride. 

Democrats maintain the fact 
sheets don’t tell the whole story, and 
that townspeople were ready for a 
change when they voted Republicans 
into office. Democrats had main- 
tained control for the preceding 24 
years. 

In the first ward, Withem, board 
vice president, will be running 
against Democrat Leonard Isles. 

Withem, who served on the board 
from 1952 to 1956, said he’s been 
involved in politics for 45 years. 

He predicts the election will be 


close, with Democrats outnumber- 
ing Republicans nearly 10 to 1. “A lot 
of people don’t look at what we’ve 
done, but at their party affiliation.” 

A retired employee of CBS, he said 
when Republicans took over four 
years ago, both the town and water 
works were on the verge of 
bankruptcy. 

Light bills were unpaid, water 
meters weren’t working, some fire 
hydrants were inoperative, and the 
town hall building was collapsing, he 
Said. 

He said in the next four years, “Pd 
like to continue to give the sound, 
solid government we've had the past 
four years." 

Specifically, he said the water 
tower in Marion Heights needs to be 
painted. He’d like to see new 
sidewalks and curbs for West Terre 
Haute, particularly along National 
Avenue. The town also needs new 
storm sewers between Fifth and 
Sixth streets near the town hall area. 


Isles, an employee of Indiana 
Wholesalers, said the board needs to 
work with youth and senior citizen 
organizations. Citizens he’s talked to 
spoke of the need for an improved 
police force. He also said street 
improvements are needed, though 
funds are limited. He called for 
better management of local road and 
street funds, and possible grants. He 
also said alleviating drainage 
problems downtown would be a high 
priority item. 

Leon Cox will run against incum- 
bent Beck to represent the second 
ward. He’s been employed at Terre 
Haute Concrete Supply for 41 years. 
He said he will be retiring soon, and 
was asked to run by other Re- 
publicans. “I figure I could give a lot 
of time to my town. I was born and 
raised here." 

He said that with a Republican 
town board, the community will 


continue to see improvements. 

Beck, an employee of Lowell's No 
Frill’s, said he's running 'for my 
interest in the town of West Terre 
Haute, and to see if I can better the 
town." 

He said the police department 
must be restructured, with 
townspeople wanting West Terre 
Haute residents on the department. 
He also said the board must attempt 
to secure more federal funds to 
make necessary public works im- 
provements. Beck serves as the 
board secretary. 

Lyons, board president, is running 
against Democrat Jim Herrington to 
represent the the 3rd Ward. He said 
the existing board has gotten the 
town out of debt, and has improved 
the water works. The board has 
cooperated in starting the 
Macksville parade, Festival and 
Fire Prevention parade, all begun in 
the last four years. 

In the next four years, he said he'd 
like to beautify National Avenue ''so 
when you come into this town, you'll 
get a different outlook." He'd also 
like to see new sidewalks where none 
exist, particularly on South Ninth 
and Eighth streets, Edward Street, 
and parts of National Avenue. 
Grants would be needed for such 
improvements, he said. 

He is employed at 
Aluminum. 

His opponent, Jim Herrington, is 
an electrician. Though he's never 
held office, he said he's lived in West 
Terre Haute all his life and feels 
“responsible to the town." 

He said the town needs a police 
department “that cares about the 
people," with those on the force 
being town residents. He spoke of the 
need to correct drainage problems, 
and to give more attention to the 
needs of youths and senior citizens. 
He also believes West Terre Haute's 
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image must be improved. 

Regarding the Republican fact 
sheet, he said despite claims they've 
lowered taxes, they have raised 
water rates by 60 percent. At the 
time the water problems existed, he 
said the Democratic board was not 
allowed by the Public Service Com- 
mission to raise rates. 

He said the Republicans have done 
a good job, but one which Democrats 
could have done just as well. 

In the clerk-treasurer race, in- 
cumbent Larry Cassagne faces De- 
mocratic opponent Ruth Miller. 

Cassagne, employed at 
Carpetland, filled a two-year vacan- 
cy when a previous board member 
left town. Claiming that a small 
clique had run West before the 
Republican administration, he said, 
“I feel these fellas have really 
opened the town up for people." He 
mentioned the need for drainage and 
sidewalk improvements. 

"We're trying to run on what 
we've done for the community," he 
said. 

Miller is head bookeeper at West 
Central Indiana Economic Develop- 
ment District. She said she's lived in 
West Terre Haute most of her life, 
and is seeking office “‘because I feel 
I'm a qualified bookeeper, and can 


take care of the accounts for m " 


Terre Haute." 
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By Patricia Krapesh 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Some name-calling between West 
Terre Haute Republicans and Dem- 
ocrats has surfaced since Clarence 
“Lucky” Beck Jr. decided to seek 
the Democratic party nomination 
for town election. 

The Republicans and the Demo- 
crats do agree on some things. 

For example, Beck comes from a 
long line of Democrats. 

Eugenia Beck, Lucky's mother, is 
a Democratic precinct commit- 
teewoman. She works in the county 
treasurer’s office operated by Dem- 
ocrat Kenneth R. Thomas. 

Clarence Sr., Lucky’s father, 
works for the county highway de- 
partment which takes its orders 

‘from the board of county com- 
missioners — a body with a two- 
thirds Democratic majority. 

Despite all that history, Beck was 
appointed in 1981 by the Republican 
town board to fulfill a vacancy left 
by the resignation of Mike Collins, a 
Democrat who ran on the Re- 
publican ticket in 1979. (That was 
the year the Republicans put an 
epilogue on a 24-year Democratic 
tenure in town office.) 

About 1,250 of the 2,800 West 
Terre Haute residents are regis- 
tered Democrats, according to H. 
Randall Herrington, Democratic 
town committee chairman. 

One town resident said, “All the 
Republicans will fit into one phone 
booth.” 

James G. Withem, would be first 
in line to use the phone. 

Withem, an, honest-to-registered- 
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GOP, says Beck backed out on his 
agreement to run on the Republican 
slate this fall. That hurts because 
Beck is popular in West T and the 
current board planned to seek re- 
election on the Republican ticket, 
Withem says. Besides, Withem likes 
Beck and says he was/is an asset to 
the board. 

But Withem is angry and alleges 
that Beck buckled under pressure. 
Withem called Beck last week to 
"invite him to a GOP organizational - 
meeting. Withem claims Beck said 
his mother was being harassed and 
he was going to seek the Democrat- 
ic. nomination. 

Two other town board members 
claim that during an April town 
board meeting the entire board an- 
nounced it would seek re-election. 

Jerry W. Lyon, a registered Dem- 
ocrat who was elected on the Re- 
publican slate in 1979 and is seeking 
re-election on the GOP ticket this 
year, said, Beck ''told me person- 
ally he was going to run on the 
Republican ticket.” 

As for Beck, he says, “It Hafi been 
discussed. I hadn't promised any- 
thing.” 


Herrington says Beck is obviously 
a Democrat and “if he wins the 
nomination I'll 
percent." 


One West T political insider says, 
"Lucky wanted to run on the Demo- 


crat ticket, but didn't know if the — 


Democrats wanted him." 


But Herrington may have 
summed it up. “I don't know of any 
harassment, but if there was that’s 
the way the political game is played 
= Democrat or Republican.’ he 
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Republicans were stunned as Democrats swept all 
four positions in West Terre Haute elections Tuesday. 


James Withem, Republican Town Board vice presi-. . 


- dent, shook his head i in disbelief even before final results 
were known. ‘‘I thought it would be close," he said. 
' A Leonard Isles defeated Withem 552 to 355 for the 1st 
. Ward. Democratic incumbent Clarence. Beck Jr. 


defeated Leon Cox 542 to 362 in the 2nd Ward. In the . 


3rd Ward, James Herrington beat Republican Town 
. Board president Jerry Lyon 565 to 341. 
In the clerk-treasurer race, Ruth Miller defeated 
. Republican incumbent Larry Cassagne, 990 to 355. 
^. The final, unofficial results were out before 7 p.m., 
` with 921 West Terre Hauteans casting votes. 
"T'm thrilled," said Miller, head bookkeeper at West 
Central Indiana Economic Development District. 
All Democratic candidates were seeking office for the 
irst time, said Randy Herrington, West Terre Haute 
mocratic chairman. Beck was appointed to his 
position about 112 years ago. 
EID Shows people have belief in the Democratic 
M Party." Herrington said in front of Town Hall, where 
lie illa gathered to hear the final word. 
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He complimented precinct committeemen, as well as 
candidates, who campaigned door-to-door. 

“T instructed all my people from the start we'd run 
a clean campaign, and it worked," the chairman said. 
He said Republicans brought up issues which involved 
a previous Democratic administration, and not the 
current candidates. 

"Four years ago, Democrats wanted a change," he 
said. “Now, they've come back because we have a good 
slate of candidates.” 

When the results were out, Democratic candidates 
were hugged by friends and neighbors. Isles passed out 
cigars. One immediate change when Democrats take 
office will be a re-organization of the police prne 
Isles said. 

James Herrington said he was not all that surprised 
at the results. “We walked every street in West Terre 
Haute.” 

According to Cassagne, there was confusion on the 
part of some voters who weren’t aware all voting was | 
to take place at the Town Hall. In previous yea voting | 
had taken place in three locations. 
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‘In action taken et the 
special West Terre Haute 
Town Board meeting of De- 
cember 19, West Terre Haute 
Police Chief Steve Leisure 
tendered his resignation ef- 
fective December 30, 1983. 
In that letter, Leisure re- 
quested a demotion to his 
former rank of patrolman. The 
board approved both the 
resignation and the demotion. 

Current board member 
Lucky Beck, the only return- 
ing member, had no comment 
when asked who the next 
Police Chief would be. That 
appointee will be named by 
January 1, 1984. 
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This article was prepared by the West 
Terre Haute Republican Committee and 
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in no way reflects the attitude of this 
newspaper. The Democrat Committee 
will present its opening statement also. fr 
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We would like to keep the 
respect and credibility West 
Terre Haute has gained and 
deserves in Vigo County 
under our administration. At 


Republican candidates, clock- 
wise from above: Larry Cas- 


one time West Terre Haute 


Eight years ago you had no 


was the laughing stock of our choice as the Republican 


whole community and on the 
verge of bankruptcy, when we 
took office. Our plans are to 
continue giving good leader- 
ship and Town management. 


Party ran no ticket that year. It 
seemed as though the citi- 
zens of West Terre Haute did 
not care how or who was 
running their Town, as long as 
it was being run by the 
Democrats, but four years ago 
we were approached by 
several prominent Democrats 
to file a good Republican 
ticket and they would support 
us 10096. As you well know we 
are out-numbered approxi- 
mately ten to one on election 
day. We did file a ticket and 
won big, but could not have 
been elected without the help 
of the good tax paying 
Democrats who put the future 
of their Town over their party 
affiliations. 

We found upon our election 
the state of West Terre Haute 
was in a very precarious posi- 
tion. We found several thou- 
sand dollars of unpaid bills 
and no money to pay them, 
the 1979 budget was over- 
spent by Eighty Seven 
Thousand Dollars. All Town 
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property and equipment was 
in dire need of replacement or 
repair. Our Water Works 
facility was falling apart and- 
on the verge of bankruptcy 
also. We found Thirty Four 


Thousand Dollars worth of 
unpaid bills and no funds to 
pay them. There was also Two 
Hundred Eighty-Nine Thou- 
sand Dollars worth of Water 
Bonds sold to extend water to 
the Liggett Area with a 
payment of approximately 
$13,000 six months past due, 
this debt has to be paid back 
at a rate of $17,000 per year 
for 36 years. As you can see, 
we had very little choice but to 
increase your water rates to 
keep your Water Works in a 
safe and solvent state. We 
had the courage and fore- 
Sight to take this unpopular 
action and you still have the 
cheapest waterrate of all your 
Surrounding | communities. 
We have paid in full all unpaid 
bills, spent $95,000 on equip- 
ment and improvements on 
our Town properties, all paid 
for. We live within our Town 
budget and. pay our bills on 
time when due. There is so 
little money from our Street 
and Road Fund it is impos- 
sible to repair all our streets 
the way they should be kept, 
but we do try. We also had to 
make another  unpopular 
decision 
Town Fire Department. If we 
had retained the Fire Depart- 
ment, we would have been 
$49,000 overspent in our 
budget our first year in office, 
SO we contracted with the 
West Terre Haute Volunteer 
Fire Department for fire pro- 
tection at a saving of $50,000 
a year. Right away we asked 
for and received a fire rating 
inspection. The inspection 
got us upgraded from a 9 to 7 
rating. Therefore, we got a 
3696 decrease in our fire 
insurance rates for all citizens 


. until 


to eliminate our 


of West Terre Haute due to 
more manpower and up- 
grading our fire equipment 


and water supply. As we all 


now, Police Departments in 
any small town is the subject 
of all kinds of criticism—you 
‘catch hell if you do your job, 
and hell if you don't. We were 
sure surprised at how many 
people want you to enforce 
"the law to its fullest extent 
they, their family or 
friends run afoul of the law. 
Then they sing a different 
"tune. We will be the first to 
‘admit our Police Department 
is not a "Hawaii Five-O" but it 
‘is a very creditable Police 
- Force. All are graduates of the 
Indiana State Police 
Academy and well trained. 
Serious Crime is down 7596 in 
our Town. Our Police have 
made more arrests, got more 
convictions, recovered more 
stolen property then has oc- 
curred in the past 16 years. 
9096 of our crime here is 
committed by juveniles. You 
catch them, but they are back 
on the street the next day. 
We feel we have given the 
citizens of West Terre Haute 
what they elected us to do, 
Good-Sound-Government 
and Leadership. We feel West 
Terre Haute is a better place 
to live, don't vote that away for 
a lot of hollow promises. 
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Facts still muddy in Tim . 


Long dismissal case 


eh - 


Vigo County Public Librafpese letters allegedly con- 


The Town Board of West 
Terre Haute, in a special 
meeting on Monday, Decem- 
ber 19, reported to the public 
on its findings in the Officer 
Tim Long suspension and dis- 
missal. 

The Board reported that 
Long, a police officer of the 
Town of West Terre Haute, on 
August 15, 1983, left a threat- 
ening note with a forged sig- 
nature at the home of Bill and 
Alice May in West Terre 
Haute. This note allegedly 
threatened Bill May with the 
destruction of his home. 

Alice May reportedly dis- 
covered the note on her 
kitchen floor that same day 
and turned it over to Police 
Chief Steve Leisure. 

The Police Chief and the 
Town Board, on the authority 
of the Manual of Rules of the 
Police Department of the 
Town of West Terre Haute, 
initiated disciplinary action 
against Long for conduct un- 
becoming an officer. 

Long was suspended with- 
out pay on September 2, 
1983, effective September 3, 
1983, for five working days. 

The Town Board's report 
further states that Long sent 
several additional letters to 
Alice and Bill May during Sep- 
tember and October, 1983. 


tained “innuendos of miscon- 
duct regarding Bill May." 

The report further alleges 
that Long was seen in the vi- 
cinity of the May residence 4 
times between November 29 
and December4, 1983, which 
activities the board alleges 
constituted harassment. 

The report states that Long 
appealed his suspension on 
September 7, 1983, and re- 
quested a hearing on Sep- 
tember 20, 1983. 

The report does not make 
clear what actions were taken 
between September 7 and 
December 13, when Long 
was dismissed. However, 
based on conversations with 
the Town Board, the Gazette 
has determined that Long 
was initially dismissed when 
he returned to work following 
his suspension in September. 
But because no hearing had 
been held, the board had to 
reverse itself and merely sus- 
pend the officer until! a 
hearing could be held. 

Long's attorney, F.O.P. law- 
yer John Ruckelshaus, has 
already indicated that they 
plan to appeal the Town's de- 
cision. 

In a further note, Long was 
arraigned on December 20, 
1983, in Judge McQuillan's 
court on a charge of harass- 
ment. Long's trial date re- 


The four-month long inci- 
dent was marred by incorrect 


_rulings on the part of the Town 


Board, an alleged reversal of 
opinion by the primary wit- 


| ness, Alice May, and accu- 


sations tossed back and forth 
regarding the reasons for the 


Long suspension and even- 


portedly is set for January 24, . 


1984. 


tual dismissal. 

The Town Board, in at- 
tempting to rectify its errors, 
voted at its December 13 
meeting to pay Long for the 
period September 9 to De- 
cember 13, because of the 
realization that Long was im- 
properly dismissed on the 
earlier date. Unfortunately, 
after that first dismissal, Long 
had asked for and received 
unemployment compen- 
sation for this period, with the 
knowledge and consent of 
the Town Board. 

Alice May, who found the 
August 15 note and delivered 
it to Chief Leisure, reportedly 
changed her mind later, 
saying she realized the whole 
thing was a joke. At that time. 
however, the case was out of 
her hands. 

Both sides have accused 
the other of harassment and 
prejudice in the case, and the 
matter may not be cleared up 
even after the Long appeal 
and trial, both of which will 
end before the end of Jan- 
uary, 1984. 
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WTH police may f 


No one will be laid off, but there 
will be pay cuts for West Terre 
Haute police if two of the three 
newly-elected town board members 
have their way. 

Clarence “Lucky” Beck and Jim . 
Harrington told town police officers 
Friday night that the 1984 town 
budget is insufficient to pay their 
Salaries for the year. 

Beck said the situation was caused 
by the publication of the wrong tax 

.rate in 1983. 
Beck and Harrington told officers 


ec Te » 
that after wrestling with the 
problem, they had decided that no 


, one should be laid off. Instead they 


were proposing a cut in pay. This cut 
was estimated to amount to 80 cents 


ce cut in pa 
vommunity "Ai 


fair$" File 
per hour for full-time officers. Hours 
also would be cut for part-time 
officers. 
The department includes five full- 
time and three part-time officers. 
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By John um ? 1984 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Timothy Long. a former West 
Terre Haute police officer. says the 
West Terre Haute Town Board was 
prejudiced when it fired him. and he 
should get his job back. 

Long was suspended Sept. 2. 1983. 
by Police Chief Steve Leisure. who 
also recommended Long be tired. 

Long was fired by the board Sept. 
9 without a hearing or filing of 
formal charges. according to a 
lawsuit filed by Indianapolis at- 
torney John €. Ruckelshaus. 

An attorney for Long then told the 


Dismissed policeman files suit 


Ule eT Te AG 

Town Board its eS: was na 
and. as a result. another hearing 
took place Dec. 13. according to the 
lawsuit. 

~ Before that hearing. Long ob- 
jected that the Town Board was 
biased because it had made the 
earlier decision. and Leisure said he 
discussed the case with board 
members atter Long was suspended. 
also biasing the board. the lawsuit 
charges. 

Also during the Dec. 13 hearing. 
evidence was introduced of Long's 
actions after Sept. 9 — evidence that 
Was improper because he was then 
not a police officer. according to the 
lawsuit. 


The case is made more complex 
by the filing Dec. 6 of a harassment 
charge by Leisure against Long. 
That charge. which has not vet been 
resolved, says Long wrote a note 
found Aug. 15 at the Bill May 
residence in West Terre Haute’ In 
part the note. as quoted in the 
harassament suit read: “I am going 
to burn down all the houses and vou 
will be responsible tor it.” 

Long is asking for reinstatement 
as a police otticer with back pay to 
Sept. 9. attorney's lees and costs ot 
the lawsuit f 

The lawsuit has been tiled in Vigo 
Circuit. Court, 
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New WTH Towa 
Board or 
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The West Terre Haute Town 
Board met Monday, January 9, at 
7:30 p.m. in the West Terre Haute 
Town Hall. An audience of approxi- 
mately 25 people were present as 
Jim Herrington was elected presi- 
dent of the board, Clarence 
“Lucky” Beck, Jr., was elected 
vice-president and Lenny Isles was 
named secretary of the new board. 

Also present in official capacities 
were Ruth Miller, new town Clerk- 


Treasurer, and Dennis Stark, new . 


town attorney. 

Monday night’s meeting reflec- 
ted December business, the re- 
sponsibility of the previous Town 
Board. 

The West Terre Haute Water 
Works December financial state- 
ment showed a beginning balance 
of $40,758.78, income and con- 
sumer deposits of $15,135.68 and 
expenses of $10,204.05, leaving an 
ending balance of $30,244.05. 

Not included in the above totals 
is $20,000 in bond and interest 
money, all of which was transferred 
in and paid out. 

The largest single expense en- 
countered by the Water Works 
during December was the purchase 
of anew truck, the cost of which was 
$8,235.00. Pump repairs cost 
another $1,121.75. 
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'The town of f unt Terre «ond 
had a beginning balance (Decem- 
ber 1, 1983), of $8,328.47, and 
income during the month of 
$12,016.44. In addition, $40,000 
was transferred from savings to 
checking. December expenses of 


$24,289.95 included $15,484.17 in «> 


salaries and fringe benefits. 

The previous town attorney, 
James Bopp, received $1,468.31 in 
legal fees during the month. 

The town's ending balance was 
$36,054.96. 

December bills approved by the 
town board totaled $3,290.73 for 
the Water Works and $4,816.64 for 
' the town. 

The Town Board awarded this’ 
year's garbage contract to Clarence 
Beck, Sr., who submitted a bid of 
$3,500. The low bid of $2,800, 
submitted by Ed Padgett, was dis- 
allowed because of errors in bid 
filing. Ed Padget had picked up the 
town garbage up to four years ago 
while working for the contract 
holder, Bill Joy. 
` In other business, the board 
voted to give the building and 
vehicle insurance to the low bidder, 
National Mutual Insurance, at an 
annual cost of $6,198. Pierre Miller 
also bid for the contract at 
$8,928.40. 

In answer to a query from the 
audience, Clerk-Treasurer Ruth 
Miller reported that town attorney 
Dennis Stark is on retainer at an 
annual fee of $2,640. 
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Buchanon gets | 

police position on, 
Richa wel a lifelong 


resident of West Terre Haute, 
has been appointed the com- 


-] munity's police chief by the 


Town Board. 

He began his new job Jan. 1, 
replacing Steve Leasure, who 
served in that position for 14 
years on a temporary basis. 
Leasure, who will remain on 
the police force on a full-time 
basis, was not among 15 appli- 
cants seeking the position. 

Buchanon had been a Vigo 
County deputy sheriff for five 
years. He will have four full- 
time police officers and three 


- part-time police under his com- 
| mand. 


Upon taking office, the new 
chief said he expects few 
problems for the department. 
He said new squad cars are 
needed, since the two vehicles 
now being used have high 
mileage registered on them. 
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Former WTH policeman surrenders 


TsDEC2 5 19 


By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A former West Terre Haute 
policeman who was fired by the 
Town Board earlier this month 
surrendered to authorities Tuesday 
after learning a warrant had been 
issued for his arrest. 

Timothy Long, 34, no address 
available, appeared before Vigo 
County Court Division 5 Judge Hugh 
D. McQuillan on a charge of harass- 
ment, a Class C misdemeanor. 


Long was released on his own 
recognizance. He is to reappear in 
court Jan. 24. 

Long allegedly harassed William 
May, a special West Terre Haute 
policeman, the suit alleges. 

The warrant charging Long with 
harassment was signed by West 
Terre Haute Police Chief Steve 
Leisure. 

Long was appointed a police 
officer at West Terre Haute in 
August 1980. 

Prior to that, Long served as a 
member of the Terre Haute Police 


tc 
Department ‘from June 1, 1970, to 
May 19, 1979. 

Terre Haute Police Chief Gerald 
Loudermilk said personne! records 
reveal Long was ‘dismissed for 
conduct unbecoming an officer. 
Specifics of his dismissal were 
unavailable, Loudermilk said. 

Long, through his Indianapolis 
attorney, John C. Ruckelshaus, has 
requested a formal hearing for 
reinstatement to the West Terre 
Haute Police Department. No daté 
for that hearing has been set. 


1985 
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West Terre Haute board approves 


funds to pay former cop's wages 


The West Terre Haute Town Board on 
Monday transfered $27,008 in capital 
improvement funds to cover back pay to 
city pahoman d Long, who never 

ollowing 


worked a day his court-ordered 
reinstatement. 

*He sent us a letter of resignation saying 
that it was a pleasure to do business with 
u8," board member Lenny Isles said. 

Isles made a motion to transfer funds to 
a general fund so $17,458 could be paid to 
Long. The remainder of the transfer was 
. to pay other town salaries. 

In another matter, Board President Jim 
Herrington said he has written letters to 
federal and state legislators supporting 


extention of federal revenue sharing. 

Federal revenue-sharing funds are used 
to fund the West Terre Haute Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

"The money is critical for us, because if 
we don't have it, we don't have any fire 
protection," Herrington said. 

He said the board has been unable to 
find alternative funding. 

The state Board of Tax Commissioners 
won't allow taxes to be raised for fire 
protection, Herrington said. 

A possible revenue source could come 
through formation of a fire-protection 
district for establishing a separate tax rate 
for fire protection. 
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Board met Monday evening, March 
5, in the Town Hal for their 
regularly scheduled monthly pub- 
lic forum. 

Top Vigo County health officer 
Dr. W. W. Drummy spoke to the 
assembled crowd, explaining that 
current health hazards in the town 
require the construction of sanitary 
sewers. Dr. Drummy said that the 
sandy soil of West Terre Haute 
absorbs water rapidly. It also ab- 
sorbs sewerage from overflowing 
septic systems and dry wells. 

The porous loam allows septic 
effluent to permeate the soil, and 
nearby water wells, also. In ad- 
dition, according to Dr. Drummy, 
during heavy rainfall conditions, 
this septic effluent actually flows 
into the storm sewer system, which 
overflows onto the streets and 
lawns of West Terre Haute. 

Many years ago, West Terre 
Haute was faced with a similar 
situation, having been ordered by 
the state to install a proper sani- 
tary sewage disposal system. 
Progress was made at that time, 
but the planned system was 

_ dropped when state officials failed 
to follow up on their request. 

It was also mentioned during Dr. 
Drummy's comments that new 
types of business won't come into 
the town because of the lack of 
sanitary sewers. 

Although funding is difficult to 
come by this year, if the situation is 
an official emergency, some types 
of funding are available. 

Pam Kauffman. an economic 
planner with the West Central 
Economic Development District, 
told the board and residents that 


> own” there are mna fa PER, 


available for projects such as this. 
The first is a Community Improve- 


ment Program whereby the state 


pays 90% and the town 10% of the 
total cost of the project. The CIP is 
based on competitive bidding by 
towns and not easily obtainable. 

The second area of funding is a 
program set up by the state for 
emergency funds. In order to 
qualify for this type of funding the 
town would have to appear before 
the State Board of Health to 
explain its situation. One of the 
drawbacks to this type of funding is 
that the state may require the town 
to take care of the problem, regard- 
less of how much funding the state 
provides. 

The third type of funding, and 
the most desirable, according to 
Kauffman, is a grant from the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency. 
The EPA grant, funded through 


the Farmers Home Administration, 


would provide 75% of the funds 
necessary, if the grant were ap- 
proved prior to October 1, 1984. 

Kauffman explained that the 
first order of business when 
applying for this grant is to obtain 
an engineer to do preliminary 
studies. Only then could the town 
proceed with the grant application. 

Town Board member Lenny 
Isles explained to the audience that 
he would meet with an engineering 
firm on Tuesday, March 6, to begin 
the task of preparing the prelim- 
inary study. 

Clerk-Treasurer Ruth Miller 
suggested that an undertaking of 
this magnitude would have a price 


tag of close to one and one-half 


million dollars. 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Prompted by what health officials 
call a “serious situation," the West 
Terre Haute town board is exploring 
ways to alleviate health hazards 
caused by raw sewage found in the 
town's storm sewer. 

When heavy rain occurs or snow 
melts, the sewer overflows, leaving 
raw Sewage in surface puddles 
where children and pets can play in 
it, said Dr. W.W. Drummy, Vigo 
County health officer. “It’s not very 
healthy," he added. 

The problem of sewage disposal in 
West Terre Haute is serious enough 
that businesses have been denied 
permits to build septic systems, 
Drummy said. ‘I’m eager to push 
them into the sanitary sewer 
System," he said. 

He will address the issue in a town 


Haute in 


board meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Monday in the town hall. 

Also attending will be Pam Kauf- 
fman, planner with West Central 
Indiana Economic Development Dis- 
trict. The agency has been consulted 
to help find possible funding sources 
to deal with the problem. 

Town board president James Her- 
rington said the board realizes the 
gravity of the situation, and will try 
to find a way to solve the problem 
despite the town's budget problems. 

“We consider it a safety issue. If 
there is a health problem, it should 
be taken care of," he said, adding 
alternate funding sources are essen- 
tial. “We don’t have any money to do 
it on our own." 

The storm sewer extends north- 
south in an alley adjacent to the town 
hall. It extends from Paris Avenue 
south to Cherry Grove, then west to 
where a pumping station is located. 
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To compound the problem, Drum- 
my said most residents have dry 
wells, with individual lots too small 
to support a septic finger system. 
Dry wells present the danger of 
groundwater contamination,. 
particularly with the prevalence of 
sandy soils there. 

“The whole system is a mess," 
Drummy said. “West Terre. Haute 
sits on a pile of sand which is full of 
sewage.” Ng 

Kauffman said possible sources of 
grants include the state department 
of commerce and the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 7 

Once the town board decides on a 
course of action, West Central can 
assist them in getting a grant, she 
said. EJ 

A represenative of the state 
department of commerce is 
Scheduled to visit the town board 
Tuesday, Herrington said. x 
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Faced with a short fall of $65,000 ~ 


due to an accounting error by the 
previous administration, the West 
Terre Haute Town Board had 
reluctlantly decided to cut police 
salaries as one budgeting measure. 
The board, reckoned, however. 
without the strong will and civic 
pride of its employees. When a 
police dispatcher quit, the police 
department employees elected to 
work unpaid shifts to save the town 
money. 

In effect, the WTH PD is working 
an average of 48 hours each per 
week for 40 hours of pay. Police- 
men, dispatchers and clerks take 
turns filling in the empty dis- 
patcher's slot. This measure does 
not reduce the amount of patrol 
time, nor does it allow unqualified 
personnel to act as police officers. 

At a time when every dollar 
counts in this western Vigo County 
town, the savings brought about by 
these employees is a godsend to 
the financially strapped Town 
‘Board. 

The volunteer work will continue 
until new funds are brought in - 
probably January, 1985. 

The Town Board met in public 
session on Monday, January 6 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall. Present 
were President Jim Herrington, 
Lucky Beck, Lenny Isles, Clerk- 
Treasurer Ruth Miller and Town 
Attorney Dennis Stark. 

Miller reported that the Water 
Works had a beginning balance of 
$30,244.05. Consumer deposits of 


$240.00 were added to income of ~ 


$20,785.12 for a balance of 
$51,269.17. Disbursements of 
$9,073.88 brought down the end- 
ing balance to $42,195.29. January 
bills of $8,126.66 were read and 
approved. 

Bob Surber gave the utility 
report, which included much work 
thawing or fixing frozen water lines. 
In light of the additional work, 


Surber reported, all meter readings ! į 


for the month were estimated. i 
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The financial report for the town 
of West Terre Haute was broken 
down by categories. The General 
Fund on January 1 hada deficit of 
$13,848.69. With revenues of 
$2,942.65 and disbursements ot 
$10,906.04, the ending balance 
was a deficit of $24,663.25. 

The Motor Vehicle fund had a 
beginning balance of $11,691.91. 
Revenues of $2,939.52 and dis- 
bursements of $2,379.79 boosted 
the ending balance to $12,251.44 

The Road and Street Fund, witt 


revenues of $1,247.77 and dis- 
bursements. of $1,125.62) in-. 
creased the beginning balance of 
$3,564.24 to $3,686.39. 

There was no change in either 
the Cumulative Capital Fund 
($26,357.84) or the EPA Grant 
($8.121.66). 

Federal Revenue Sharing was 
increased by $4,114.00 for an 
ending balance of $4,282.00. 

The ending balance for all funds 
totaled $30,036.08. January bills of 
$5,130.60 were read and approved. 

Under new business, the board 
voted to join the Indiana Associa- 
tion of Cities and Towns (at a 
reported cost of $15.00 per Town 
Board member) and the con- 
comitant organization for Town 
Attorneys. 

West Terre Haute Police Chief 
Buck Buchanan reported the de- 
partment responded to 295 calls in 
January, including 3 burglaries, 8 
thefts of $25 and over 4 
vandalisms of $25 and over, 3 
vehicle thefts, 2 runaways, 2 
battery reports, 46 miscellaneous 
calls, 225 MIR and 2 accidents. 

The department issued 5 dog 
tickets, 22 traffic tickets (including 
2 juvenile) and made 7 misde- 
meanor arrests. 11 dogs were taken 
to the Shelter and 3 vehicles were 
recovered. 

Bob Eyres street report 
acknowledged that, in addition to 

; ,they helped the 
Water Works, several days. 9 loads 

s Wéfe hauled from St. 
Mary’s to alleviate icy road 
conditions. H : 


The West Terre Haute 
Volunteer Fire Department 
reported 22 calls in West Terre 
Haute and 18 in Sugar Creek 
Township during January. These 
calls included 7 structure fires, 3 
vehicle fires, 25 rescues, 2 false 
alarms, 1 accident, and 2 special 
details. 

The department recorded 15 
hours and 52 minutes of actual in- 
service time for a total of 355 
manhours of service. 

Five new fire investigation cases 
were initiated, five closed (4 
determined accidental, 1 
incendiary), leaving 2 open cases. 

Fire losses for January totaled 
approximately $8,960, with $7,445 
of that total in West Terre Haute. 

In other business, a group of 
citizens (Larry Flora, Mike 
Zebrowski, N.J. Goings, Marsha 
Aebrowski and Martha Flora) 
petitioned the board by letter to 
revise Articles 1, 2 and 3 of 
Ordinance 5, dealing with the 
placement and rental of mobile 
homes within the town. Their 
petition charged this ordinance 
with being unfair to property 
owners who wish to rent to other 
than close relatives. Their letters 
contended that a proper ordinance 
allowing new mobile home place- 
ment would bring in additional 
revenues to the town.. 

The board took the matter under 
advisement. 

Other citizen participation in- 
cluded the charge that semi- 
trailers use side streets in West 
Terre Haute in direct violation of 
load limits; the admonition to the 
board that junk vehicles be re- 
moved from the streets; and that 
the state be required to finish lane. 
markings on U.S. 40 in West Terre 
Haute. BM 

The meeting was adjourned at 
8:40 p.m., and after a 15-minute 
recess, a special meeting to discuss 
Federal Revenue Sharing funds 
was held. E 

The Town Board decis to 


spend the Revenue Sharing funds * 


of $19,090 on police wages and fire 


* protection this year, due to the 
previously discussed accounting | 


error. 
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Lack of funds may prompt layoif of WTH cops — 


By Theresa Jacobs 
Tribune-Star Correspondent 


ee c Mercer EE M E 

West Terre Haute's new police 
chief, Richard “Buck” Buchanon, 
may be forced to lay off members of 
his department due to insufficient 
funds in the 1984 budget. 


Buchanon, named chief by the 
town board earlier this month, has 
four full-time and three part-time 
officers. d 


- Town. board member Jim Har- 
rington said the police department 
budget lacks sufficient money to pay 
salaries of all the full-time and part- 
time cops. 


Harrington said the problem 
surfaced two weeks ago, when town 
officials learned the previous ad- 
ministration failed to adequately 
fund the police department for this 
year. 


“Everyone feels it was an honest 
t 


mistake," Harrington said, ‘‘but 
when we discovered it, it was too 
late to do anything about it." 

Harrington said the previous town 
board had until Nov. 17 to resubmit 
a revised budget that would have 
included the necessary funds to pay 
the police salaries. 


Harrington said it would be 


necessary to have $117,795.97 to pay ^ 


salaries of the full-time and part- 
time officers. An additional $13,000 
is needed, Harrington added, for the 


volunteer fire department. 


Harrington said the 1984 budget 
for police salaries is $105,759. 


The department, Harrington said, 
is $12,000 short in funds to pay the 
police salaries, and there is no 
money for the volunteer firefighters. 


Harrington, along with board 
members Clarence "Lucky" Beck 
Jr. and Lenny Isles are attempting 
to find ways to trim $12,000 in police 
salaries. i 
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ar Says Sewers Necessary 


For Dirige 


by Theresa Jacobs 


In a recent interview, State Senator 
William Dunbar asserted that in order for 
western Vigo county to flourish, sewers 
must be installed in West Terre Haute. 
The sewers are necessary, he says, to at- 
tract new businesses. 

Dunbar said he had suggested in the 
past that Terre Haute extend its sewage 
system into West Terre Haute, but the 
WTH Town Board voted against it. In 
part, the vote reflected the desire of WTH 
residents to remain completely independ- 
ent of Terre Haute, and the fear that any 
move into this area would result in an- 
nexation. 

When asked about the possibility of 
annexation if the sewers were extended, 
Dunbar replied, “We were proposing [at 
that time] if annexed to keep a freeze on 
property taxes. I have been of the opin- 
ion that we would not have to be an- 
nexed. That we would pay for services 
independently. | want to maintain sepa- 
ration." 

Senator Dunbar reflected on several 
other projects he is currently working on 
to assist western Vigo county residents. 

Dunbar informed us he has been wor- 
king with the West Terre Haute Fire De- 
partment, trying to put together a grant 
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M new equipment, and, eventually, a 
new fire house. 

In addition, the Senator suggests, we 
need more low-cost housing for the elder- 
ly. St. Mary's housing, he claims, is not 
adequate to meet the needs in our area. 

Bill has been in touch with the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment in an effort to secure a UDAG 
grant to help build facilities for area resi- 
dents. It seems that recently there were 


six grants available to be awarded in the 
state, and West Terre Haute, according 
to Senator Dunbar, came in 7th! 

Mr. Dunbar hinted at the possibility 
of getting commercial UDAG grants for 
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low-interest long-term business loans. He 
promised to continue to work for the 
grants, but asserted that any action has 
to be initiated by the town of West Terre 
Haute. 

Senator Dunbar represents an area 
which includes Vermilion County,Florida 
township in Parke County, and almost 
half of Vigo County, including Sugar 
Creek township. The Senator is a mem- 
ber of the following committees: Fi- 
nance, Budget, Judiciary; and these sub- 
committees: Corrections (Chairman), 
Appointments and Claims, and Insurance 
and Financial Institutions. The Senator 
suggested that anything accomplished in 
committee will ultimately affect the re- 
sidents of western Vigo county. 

As a member of the State Budget Com- 
mittee, which meets an average of five 
days a month, Senator Dunbar helps 
oversee state expenditures. 

With a 99% voting record, Senator 
Dunbar has reportedly never missed a day 
of the General Assembly. 


By PATRICK J. BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writer 

West Terre Haute Police Chief Paul Dowell and Vigo 
County Prosecutor Eric Abel have confirmed an investiga- 
tion has been conducted into reports of missing town 
equipment in West Terre Haute. 

Meanwhile, a State Board of Accounts audit just 
released for the town of West Terre Haute for 1979 has 
resulted in several ‘‘comments” regarding handling of 
gasoline purchases, ''overdrawn appropriations” and ven- 
ding machine commissions. 

Abel was not certified a copy of the state audit for West 
Terre Haute — a practice common if wrongdoing is alleged 
or suspected. However, the prosecutor did request a copy 
of the audit. 

In connection with the investigation into the equipment 
that is allegedly missing, Abel said he is studying the 
findings submitted to him by Dowell. 


M.F. Rennef, examiner for the State Board of Accounts, 
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told The TRIBUNE that during the time the audit covers 
— the calendar year 1979 — statutes pertaining to 
purchasing and overdrafting appropriations apparently 
were not adhered to. 

The audit indicates the town apparently failed to comply 
with the Public Purchase Law, which requires advertising 
for bids for materials and supplies amounting to more than 
$10,000 in a calendar year. 

The town, the audit revealed, spent $11,851 for gasoline 
during the year and did not seek competitive bidding. The 
clerk-treasurer stated that the provisions of the Public 
Purchase Law would be followed in the future. 

As for the overdrafting of appropriations, the report 
indicted approval had not been received for proposed 
additional appropriations in 1979 and that as a result, 
disbursements for the year exceeded appropriations by 
more than $87,000. Current town officials were advised of 
the proper procedure for obtaining additional appropria- 
tions. 
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In addition, the audit report says the ‘‘town marshal” 
(police chief) and fire chief were responsible for 
withdrawals from two bank accounts — known as the 
“Police and Fire Flower Fund" and the ‘‘Police and Fire 
Basket Fund." The police chief, according to the audit, 
withdrew funds from both accounts, while the fire chief 
withdrew funds from the Flower Fund. Total withdrawals 
were more than $1,000 from the two accounts. A 
spokesman from the State Board of Accounts identified the 
fire chief as Forest Waller and the police chief as Don 


Lark. 
Renner said commissions from vending machines were 


deposited into the two accounts and not into the town's 
general fund as should have been done. The auditor added 
the clerk-treasurer should have served as the signatory, 
not the police or fire chief. 

The audit report states both the police and fire chiefs 
told a State Board of Accounts fiel aminer they were 
authorized by town board members for the actions and that 


this had been the practice for several years. However, 
examiners were unable to document such authorization in 
the town board minutes, the audit says. 

No accounting of what the money was spent for was 
available, according to Renner. The police and fire chiefs 
said the money was spent on flowers, extra police and fire 
equipment and a Christmas party. 

Presently, the audit revealed, town board members are 
depositing commissions from the vending machines into 
the town's general fund. 

Abel, reached by telephone today, said he has received 
a copy of the audit and is currently looking at it and the 
investigation file submitted by Dowell. 

Dowell, also contacted today, confirmed he conducted 
the investigation, but declined to elaborate on the 
specifics. 

“T turned over my findings to the prosecutor and 
recommended he call the grand jury into session," Dowell 
said. 
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Dresser Area Weeds 


By F.I. GOLDHABER 
Star Staff Writer 

Weeds no longer are the ‘‘first thing you see" as you drive into Dresser. 

After reading The Star's report on the weed problem in the area, published 
July 21. the Vigo County Commission sent two trucks and a mower to the area, 
according to Commissioner John Scott. 

One of the areas cleared is the portion along Taylor Avenue which one 
resident complained is “the first thing you see," driving into Dresser. 

County equipment was in the area Thursday and Friday, clearing weeds 
from along the roadways and from corner lots where they blocked visibility. 

Additional clean up work is being organized by the Dresser Citizens Group 
and will begin in three or four weeks. 

The Star published complaints about property which is owned by people who 
do not live in the area and is not maintained. Dresser has never received 
assistance from Vigo County, one resident complained. 

Residents will not be able to say that now, Scott told The Star Friday. 

Although taxpayer money was used to clear some private property, Scott 
said the commissioners were ''not doing it for the property owners, we're 
doing it for the people" in Dresser. ; 

He asked the newspaper to encourage the owners of property in Dresser to 
maintain their land now that it has been cleared by the county. 

The county is willing to help its citizens in projects of this nature, but not 
unless there is some participation by residents, Scott said. In addition to 
county employees; he added, there were volunteers who live in the arc 
working the two days the clean-up activity was in progress. 
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GROWING PROBLEM OVER? — County werk tes help with cutting the weeds, Residents complained weeds 
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By F.I. GOLDHABER 

Star Staff Writer 
hough many owners of property in Dresser take good 
Come os their vards, here are several lots overgrown with 


6386s. and filled with trash 


unte of these lots are owned by people who do not live 
“ite area and who refuse to care for them, William 
tek” Wright believes Some are owned by older area 
iSite who are unable to keep the land cleared on their 
"Wwe ie added. 
Si weeds can create a health hazard for asthma and 
@iey sufferers, according to the Vigo County Health 
mortment. Wright said his daughter had to be taken to 
&wsician several times because of a rash she developed 
33i contact with the weeds. 
Braddition, trash and holes in the property can present 
wager to children who play there, Wright said. 

“i= first view of Dresser, driving in along Taylor Ave., 
T abandoned building, the remains of a foundation, and 
AR »wn weeds. “It’s the first thing you see." Wright 
Polained. 
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e in, Wright said. The-weeds are a breeding ground for 
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on the property present a hazard and need to be . 
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“I came from Dresser." Bil! Valentine said. ‘‘If anybody 
living over there that has a problem. I'd be glad to sit down 
and talk with them ` 


There should be a new tenant for the building on the 
property within the quarter, Valentine said. Eventually the 
existing building will be leveled and the some of the 
property cleared. 

Valentine also said he was "getting ready to bulldozer 
again." 

If nothing else they.( Valentine Corp.) ought to have to 
fill it in.” Wright said about the holes-on the property 


The McCalister family. including Nancy Sue and Stevie, 
Robert and Virginia. own about 19 lots in Dresser, 
according to records in the Vigo County Courthouse. 

Although she denied owning the property across from 
her house which is overgrown with weeds, Virginia 
McCalister said the property would be cleaned up. The 
McCalisters have brought some equipment in and are 
cleaning some of lots they own, Wright said. 

Cleaning up Dresser is "gonna take a tremendous 
amount of work." he added. Some of the older residents 
who own property do not have the equipment or the money 
to rent the equipment they need to get their lots cleaned, 
Wright explained. 
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However the ' 'outsiders" who own property do have 
access to the kind of equipment needed to clean their lots. 


Wright said. '"There's no reason for them (the lots) not to 
be cleaned up." 

Dresser never has received any assistance from Vigo 
County, he complained. Everything ever accomplished 
there was done ‘‘ourselves.”’ 

Frank Couch, who owns 15 lots in Dresser, told Wright 
his property could be fenced, cleaned and used by his 
"neighbors," but to Wright “that’s a crock of b..." 

Wright has tried to purchase the property unsuccessful- 
ly. He had to clean out the weeds because of his daughter's 
rash, but is resentful about working land which belongs to 
someone else. 

Couch, owner of Wabash Truck Sales, claims he tried to 
keep his property in Dresser clean, but residents of the 
area ''filled it up with trash and junk and stuff ... They 
throw stuff at it faster than I can carry it out.” 

The lots were purchased as an investment at a tax sale 
with his former partner Willard Nickel, Couch said. Nickel 
is now in Florida and Couch legally cannot sell the 
property. 

Couch has offered to let those who are willing to keep the 
property clean use it “without charge." One resident has 
fenced and cleared the proper 
a garden, he said. 

He said he will " probably never seil it" but if he does 
the people who ‘‘kept it clean will have first chance at it." 


LeRoy Cheesman, who owns 14 lots in Dresser, “also j 
complained about people in the area throwing trash on his 


property. He claims he had cleared one lot and was 
keeping a boat docked there, but “the people in area made 
a dump out of it.” 

The property will be cleared, Cheesman said. “I will 
take care of it." 


Terre Haute Gas Corp. owns two of the lots which are 
overgrown with weeds. Ownership of the property goes 
back 100 years, according to Rex Detar, president. The lots 
were purchased for possible use if a river crossing for gas 
lines was necessary. he said. 


If other owners of property in Dresser join in a clean up 
effort, Detar said the gas company would be willing to 
clear its lots. “But not unless other property owners" 
participate, he added. 

Mike Berkely, a member of Dresser Citizens Group, told 
The Star the lots are going to be cleaned. The donation of 
dozers and other equipment has been promised and clean 
up work should begin in "three or four weeks," 
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he said. 


b Gutted by fire, this house still stands in Dresser as the weeds grow up around it. 
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À stove and foundation, all that’s left of a home on property owned by Frank Couch. | 


A plat. map of Dresser is examined by William "Buck" 
Wright. 
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William “Buck’’ Wright points.to the foundation — all that’s left of one building on 
property owned by Valentine Development Corp. 
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p The weeds on this property owned by Valentine Development have grown so tall they 
dwarf the house next door. 
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Dresser Residents Want Utilities 


By F.I. GOLDHABER S JUL 1 4 1961 


Star Staff Writer 

Inflation and lack of fire protection have spurred Dresser 
residents to seek utility connections for their homes. 

Dresser Citizens Group will meet with representatives from 
Terre Haute Gas Company and Terre Haute Waterworks Corp. 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the Sam Newport Community Center. 

Residents have been trying for more than a year to get gas 
service for the south end of Dresser and for about six years to 
get water, according to Mike Berkley a member of the citizens 
group. 

Without natural gas for heating, residents must rely on fuel oil, 
the price of which has skyrocketed recently, Berkley explained. 
Inflation has driven the cost of fuel oil to ‘‘better than a dollar 
a gallon,” he added. 

Connections to gas lines was to have been provided before the 
1981 heating season, Berkley believes. A petition was submitted 
in the spring of 1980, he said. 

“We ran gas in there last year," said Joel Beasley of Terre 
Haute Gas. Two petitions were submitted for gas service in 
Dresser, Beasley exlained. Service already has been provided to 
the first set of petitioners, he said. 

About 15 to 20 percent of the 103 homes in Dresser have gas 
service, Berkley estimated. 

The gas company will be ‘‘acting on the second petition this 
year," Beasley added. Service is provided to petitioners in the 


order the petitions are submitted, he said. Gas service will be 
extended in mid or late summer, he estimated. Construction 
work has been delayed because of heavy rains. 

Seven years ago Dresser residents were told providing water 
service to the area was not feasible, according to Berkley. Since 
then the water table has dropped. Also, because the area has only 
one working fire hydrant, residents cannot purchase fire in- 
surance, he said. 

The citizens group wants to meet with a representative from 
the water company to learn what is needed to install water 
mains, Berkley added. The north end of Dresser has had water 
service for several years, he said. 

At least 40 people would be interested in tapping on to a water 
main, according to Berkley. He estimated only 15 to 25 percent 
of Dresser currently receives Terre Haute water. Water for the 
rest of the homes is obtained from wells. 

Wilber Ellis of Terre Haute Waterworks plans to attend the 
Tuesday meeting. He has obtained plot plans of the area from the 
courthouse and will ask residents to show him where they want 
water service extended, he said. 

Ellis will then take the plans back to the water company. and 
calculate the costs. The meeting will be for “information 
gathering," he added. 

Also asked to attend the meeting is Dr. R.A. Schumaker of the 
Vigo County Health Department. He will be giving a progress 
report on weed and mosquito control, according to Berkley. 
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By KATHY DENNIS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


gas into their homes should have it by this winter, W.C. 
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residents as customers. 
Cottrell said that the Dresser residents who petitioned in 


Dresser residents who petitioned last year to get vag asn 1980 for gas are now being contacted about where 
^i 


they want to hook into the service line. 


Cottrell. Terre Haute -Gas Corp. engineer, said this" f" "Once a feasible number of persons have come in to pay 


morning 


.@ for the service lines, the company will go ahead with the 


Dresser residents met Tuesday evening with gas, waterV project, he said. 


and health department officials to obtain information 
pertaining to when Dresser will be getting certain re- 
quested services. 

"I think it went pretty good," Michael Berkley, a 
member of the Dresser Citizens’ Group, said this morning. 

The Dresser Citizens' Group is composed of about 30 
Dresser residents which formed about three weeks ago as 
an organized effort to obtain needed utilities and services 
to the area, Berkley said. 

With the price of fuel oil now up, the residents have been 
trying to get gas lines installed in their community. 

Last year the gas company put in Dresser's initial gas 


“When we have enough to make the project feasible, 
then we'll start the project," Cottrell said. 

The exact number needed is not set, he added. 

However, he doesn't foresee any trouble in getting 
enough persons to pay for the initial hook-up. 

“The people definitely want the gas,” Cottrell said. 

“I look for the project to go.” 

Forty-one persons signed two petitions requesting the 
gas for Dresser, Cottrell said. 

Because so many petitions are received by the gas 
company every year asking for their services, it bas taken 
more than a year for the company to process the Dresser 
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After the company has made the initial contacts and the 
service lines are paid for, a contractor will be called in to 
dig trenches and install gas mains and service lines, a 
process which takes about two weeks, Cottrell said. 

He said he can't give any immediate time that the 
project will be finished, except that it will be completed 
before cold temperatures set in and homes need to be 
heated. ! 

"The people want the gas for the winter of 1981-82," 
Cottrell said. 

"We want to get in before temperatures drop below 40 
degrees when the heating picks up.” 

Also at Tuesday's meeting, a representative of the Terre 
Haute Water Works told the Dresser Citizens' Group that 
the company will do a feasibility study to determine if the 
area will get city water service. 

"We're optimistic we'll probably get it, too," Berkley 
said. "Maybe next year..." 

Only about 25 percent of Dresser's residents now have 
-city water. Berklev said. : 


Dresser residents met Tuesday 

evening with gas, water and 
health department officials to: 
obtain information pertaining to- 
when Dresser will be getting. 
certain requested services. 


“It just would be easier to get fire protection. (in- 
surance) with more fire plugs.” ` 

Also at the meeting, Dr. Robert Schumaker, director of 
the Vigo County Health Department’s communicable 
disease center, told the residents that the area was being 
sprayed weekly for mosquitoes. Berklev said. 
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The Macksville Gazette recently in- 
terviewed West Terre Haute Town Board 
President Jim Withem, in an effort to 
determine what local government has 
done and plans to do to better the town 
of West Terre Haute. Withem was the 
head of the surprise ticket which was e- 
lected for a four-year term beginning in 
January, 1980. 

According to Withem, he helped 
pass the first group of Town Ordinances 
during his first term of office (1952 to 
1956.) These ordinances were not en- 
forced for the next 24 years. One of 
the first actions of the 1980-84 board 
was to revise these ordinances and pass 
new ones. Withem stresses that these 
are enforceable ordinances, and that 
the board intends to carry out the cam- 
paign promise it made to “make them 
stick.” 

Before he began listing the items the 
current administration has been working 
on, Withem pointed out that the last ad- 
ministration left them with $35,000.00 
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of debts. The new government's first 
priority, then, was to settle those debts 
as quickly as possible. This goal has 
been accomplished, and the town is 
beginning to pay its own way again. 

After 1% years in office, the town 
board has strengthened the Police De- 
partment, appointing professionals to 
sensitive positions; and restructured the 
Water Works, eliminating waste and en- 
suring that all users pay for the service. 

Withem suggested that the board has 
at least four areas of improvement to 
work on in its remaining 2% years 

First, the board wants to shore up 
the Water Works-replacing some fire 
hydrants which don't work, fixing some 
lines which are broken, and painting the 
water tower. Second, the grading and 
oiling of every street and alley within 
the town limits is a project the board 
intends to implement within its term 
of office. The third area of improve- 
ment has alrcady been partially imple- 
mented: the lighting of streets to make 
them safer for residents. — Withem 


pointed out that Public Service installed 
free the new streetlights in town and 
put in four new ones. These new lights 
will cost no more to operate than the 
old ones, even" with the recent 23% in- 
crease in electricity costs. 

The fourth area involves vehicles. 
The town needs a new police car, a new 
trencher, a new backhoe and a new 
water works truck. This list of equip- 
ment will not be acted upon, however, 
until sufficient funds are available in 
the town coffers. 

Withem suggested that these plans 
are subject to modification if a suf- 
ficient number of citizens request other 
items. The Town Board, according to 
Withem, needs the support and the in- 
put of the citizens. He strongly urged 
that residents attend board meetings to 
become informed about town activities. 

The next Board Meeting is Monday, 
July 6, at 7:30 P.M., at the Town Hall. 
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- WEEDY PROBLEM — aot | nE a “Buck” according to Wright. Star staff writer F.I. Goldhaber and 
^ Wright checks a plat mat to be sure the overgrown property 


photographer Bob Poynter visited Dresser last week. Story 


he is looking at belongs to Terre Haute Gas Corp. The parcel and photos on page 14. 


^ is one of many owned by ‘‘outsiders” which is not kept clean. 
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Workers Protest Town Board's 
Refusal To Recognize Union 


By CHRIS COMBS /(//~’, 
Star Staff Writer “ Py hu 


A dispute between the West Terre 
Haute Town Board and Laborers In- 
ternational Local No. 204 has 
branched into a series of demonstra- 
tions by former employees of the 
board. 

Public information signs have been 
placed in front of the West Terre 
Haute Volunteeer Fire Department 
since Tuesday and union members 
have also demonstrated at board 
members' homes. 

“No employees are on strike,” said 
Fred Porter, president of Laborers 
International Local No. 204. Instead, 
Porter said the protest is being 
staged because the union has not been 
recognized by the town board. 

Porter contends the local union is 
bargaining agent for the police, 
water, street and former fire depart- 
ments of West Terre Haute by a 
contract agreement between the un- 
ion and the town board signed in 1979. 

However, the present town board 
members who took office in January 
1980, claim the contract is not binding 
and refuse to recognize the union. 

“It was signed by the last town 

board at the last minute," Jim 
Withem, town board member, said. 
“We don't feel we're obligated to it 
(the contract) since we didn't sign 
it?" 
— A decision on the contract's legali-: 
ty will come from two cases now 
pending in federal court involving 
former firemen and policemen of 
West Terre Haute. 

The firemen were released from 
their jobs when the board earlier this 


REFERENCE 
n^ NOT CIRCULATE 


n 
year aftenfraten ' the dS paid fire 
' department because of budget limita- 
tions and decided to rely on a volun- 
teer unit. The policemen involved in 
the suit recently were relieved from 
their positions by the board. 

Porter said he has not yet asked the 
union members to strike and added a 
no-strike clause exists in the debated 
contract. “I don't want to pull the 
union members off their jobs," 
Porter said, “but until there is a 
court order one way or the other our 
contract with the board is considered 
binding by the Laborers Interna- 
tional." 
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A Brief History of West Terre Haute 

While James Monroe was President of the United States 
(1817-1825). a deed was recorded at Vincennes to 
Philomer T. Dean for 160 acres of land in Vigo County. 
Indiana. This land was platted by Samuel McQuilkin on 
November 22. 1836. and became the original town of 
McQuilkinsville, commonly shortened to Macksville. To 
patronize workers on the National Road. a tavern was built 
on the present northwest corner of Third Street and 
National Avenue. 

About 1890. the development of the coal industry was 
begun in the area. and in 1894 a vote was taken in favor of 
incorporating the town. and the name was changed to 
West Terre Haute. 

Although the coal mines have long since been worked 
out. the town remains strongly independent and proud. 
and has many descendants of the original settlers who 
continue the agricultural and merchandising practices of 
their pioneer ancestors. Besides over 100 excellent 
businesses. 20 churches. and 5 schools. Western Vigo 
County has a Community Center, public library branch. 
several recreational parks. and camping facilities which 
offer swimming beaches and good fishing. New families 
and merchants are always welcome to join the West Vigo 
community. 


West Vigo Merchants Association would like to thank the 
following businesses and community services for their 
support: 

Ace Hardware 


Antiques by Don Blevins Popcorn & Concession Supply Co 
Brown's Swiss Watch Shoppe Centennial Tire Service 
City Press Chapel of the Valley 
Dairy Queen (West Terre Haute) Decorator's Delight 
Dodge Drugs 40 West Mobile Home Park 
Forster Marathon Service Goodwill Industries 
Hagemeyer's Grocery Horse Shoe Club 
JD's Beauty Shop Stacee Joy's Restaurant 
Junker Realty Kibler Feed Store 
Lawn and Garden Tractor Co. Lee Fields and Sons 
Macksville Gazette Macksville Station. Inc. 
Mary's Midway Restaurant and Tavern Maners Tax Service 
Merchants National Bank (W.T.H. Branch) Miller Floral Co. 
NAPA Auto Parts (W.T.H.) Red Oak Bait and Tackle 
Rodgers & Associates Ron's Truck Cap Sales 
Savoree Tax Service Baker's State Farm Insurance 
Sugar Creek Building & Loan Sussman Iron & Metal 


Totem & Associates Terre Haute 1st National Bank (W.T.H) 
Trump's Lumber Mill Vigo Co. Highway Dept. 


Vigo Co. Tourism Bureau Vigo GA Foods 
Wabash Valley REACT iner 


Wally's Pizza 
West Terre Haute Branch Library West Terre Haute Lumber Co 
West Terre Haute Police Dept West Terre Haute Rotary Club 
West Terre Haute Town Board 


West Vigo Community Center 
West Vigo Viking Band & Booster Club WVTS 101 FM 
West Terre Haute Water Works Vigo County Public Library 
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Parade Flea Market Tables 
Arts & Crafts Booths Games 
Food Live Entertainment 
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LOCAL TOURS 


RAY CABINS 

Charles and Dorothy Ray's beautiful farm is the 
ideal setting for their authentic pioneer cabins 
and furnishings. The cabins will be open to the 
public on May 15 from 2-5 p.m. The Rays are 
conveniently located just 2 miles west and south 
of West Terre Haute on Darwin Road (the I-70 
turn-off on US 40.) 


SAINT MARY-OF-THE-WOODS COLLEGE 
Architectural tours of this beautiful campus are 
scheduled for May 15 and 16 at 2:00 p.m. The 
college is located 2 miles north of West Terre 
Haute off State Road 150. Tours will organize at 
the Foley Hall fountain which is at the end of the 
Gate Road. 

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College is the oldest 
Catholic liberal arts college for women in the 
nation. 


OVERNIGHT FACILITIES 
Besides the many motels located throughout the 
area. the West Vigo area has camping facilities at 
South Lake (Darwin Road), 40 West Trailer Park. 
and Izaak Walton Beach on U.S. Highway 150. 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


EXHIBITS 
Hours Open: May 15, 1982........ 9 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
May 16, 1982........ 10 am. - 6:00 p.m. 


Over 70 exhibitors will be located along National Avenue 
(US 40) on both days. An assortment of food concessions 
will be offered for your enjoyment, as well as many fine 
artists displaying their crafts for sale. Game booths and 
drawings for valuable prizes will be open throughout the 
festival weekend, too, as well as flea market tables. 


ENTERTAINMENT Parade 
National Avenue 


May 15,1982 
Over 45 entries will be led by Grand Marshall 
Oren McQuilkin, descendant of the founder of 
West Terre Haute. Other entries include Channel 
10's See Lion, WBOW's Bowsey the Bear. the 
renowned Shriner units, Miss Indiana USA. 
antique cars, noted Wabash Valley personalities, 
and many community groups. 


1:00 p.m. 


OLD-TIME MOVIES West Branch Library 


(7th and National) 


Watch your favorite funny people from 1920's 
. and 30's movies in the upstairs meeting room of 


the library. 
Show Times 
Saturday, May 15 3:00 4:00 5:00 
Sunday, May 16 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:00 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT West Branch Library 


(Parking Lot) 


Saturday, May 15 
Indiana Oldtime Fiddlers. Inc. 2:30-4:30 
Come tap your toes to their performance! 


Thin Ice 5:00-6:00 
Young local talent with a pleasing sound for all. 


Swinging Mates Square Dance Club 7-8:00 
Will wind up the evening's entertainment with a 
do-sa-do! 


Sunday, May 16 


The Society for the Preservation and 
Encouragement of Barbershop Quartette 
Singing 1:30-2:30 
This award-winning group will have you 
humming along.... 


Owen County Line 3:00-4:30 
Listen to a little bit of country, a little bit of rock. 


The Lisher Family— 5:00-6:00 
Gospel Music—a perfect way to end the festival 
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Official doubts fire insurance 


premiums will incr 


Fire insurance premiums for busi- 
ness and individual property owners 


in West Terre Haute will not increase : 


as the result of the elimination of the 
town's fire department in favor of an 
agreement for fire protection with 
the West Terre Haute Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

Randy Harnish, a representative 
for The Insurance Services Office 
(ISO) of Indiana, a firm which pro- 
vides insurance underwriters with 
fire protection ratings, reached at his 
Indianapolis office Thursday after- 


noon said “he doubted” insurance 
premiums would rise in West Terre 
Haute. t 


“The town of West Terre Haute,” 
Harnish said, “presently has a Class 
9 rating. Class 10, the highest rating 
possible, is one having no recognized 
fire protection." 

Contrary to some views, Harnish 
added, insurance premiums are not 
increased before fire surveys have 
beenbeing conducted. 


"Before any change in. fire 
classification for West Terre Haute 
or any other town or city in indiana 
would be made a complete survey is 
conducted first. After the survey, 
recommendations are made to im- 
prove the fire protection and the town 
or city officials are given a re- 
asonable time to implement those 
changes. If the changes are not 
followed, then the classification 
change is made," Harnish added. 

Harnish said he saw no reason at 
this time to come to West Terre 
Haute to conduct a survey. 

A Terre Haute insurance salesman, 
who asked not to be identified, told 
The TRIBUNE: “If anything fire 
protection in West Terre Haute will 
be improved with the use of the 
volunteers." 

Members of the West Terre Haute 
Town Board on March 24 voted un- 
animously to accept a two-year con- 
tract calling for the volunteers to 
provide fire protection to the com- 
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munity. 

At that time, town board members 
cited financial problems as the re- 
ason for eliminating the full-time 
firefighters. 

Some residents raised the question 
about a possible increase in fire in- 
surance premiums during the board 
meeting. 


Mike Collins, board member, as- 
sured residents there was no truth to 
rumors about rate increases. 


Earlier this week three West Terre 
Haute firefighters, whose jobs are 
being terminated, filed a complaint in 
Vigo Superior Court Div. II to stop the 
town board from contracting with the 
volunteers and firing the full-time 
employees. 

Attorney Dennis Stark requested a 
temporary injunction on behalf of his 
clients, firefighters Ronald Fagg, 
Randy L. Sullivan and Larry E. 
Likens, all members of Laborers In- 
ternational Union Local 204. 
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"| heard it, but | didn't believe it.” 

New West Terre Haute officials who 
recently took office expressed disbelief 
at the sad state of affairs in this town of 
around 3,000. 

It speaks of the tragedy of allowing one 
party to win dominance in politics by 
default. Certainly, qualified individuals 
belong to both Democratic and Repub- 
lican parties. 

It also speaks of the good sense of 
West Terre Haute voters who sought to 
correct the overbalance. Party loyalty is 
one thing. Blind party loyalty is quite 
another. Such blind trust resulted in the 
abdication of each citizen's civic respon- 
sibilities to a political machine. 

West Terre Haute has entered a new 
era. Citizens will scrutinize much more 
carefully their elected officials, including 
this Republican administration which 
must still prove itself and not just rest on 
its laurels. We, like West Terre Hauteans, 
will reserve judgement at this time. For 
now, we would simply like to heartily 
welcome back West Terre Haute to good 
self-government. 
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A civil damage suit was filed Tues- 
day in the Terre Haute Division of 
U.S. District Court by two former 
West Terre Haute police officers and 
the Laborers' International Union of 
North America, Local 204. 

The Town of West Terre Haute and 
four of its officíals were named de- 
fendants in the suit. 

Among the elements of “reljef” 
sought by the plaintiffs in Count I of 
the suit are preliminary and perma- 
nent injunctions, reinstatement of the 
two former officers with the West 
Terre Haute Police Department and 
damages totaling $200,000. 

The plaintiffs are James W. Milton 
and Robert Taylor, the former police 
officers, and the local union. - 

Defendants are, in addition to fhe 
town of West Terre Haute, Paul R. 
Dowell, ‘individually and in his of- 
ficial capacity as chief of police of the 
West Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment, and Jerry Lyon, James Withem 
and Michael Collins, individually and 
in their official capacities as mem- 
bers of the West Terre Haute Town 
Board. 

The suit alleges Milton was a police 
officer from approximately July 1970 
to Feb. 2, 1980, and Taylor from 
approximately August 1970 to Feb. 16, 
1980. Dowell has been chief of the 
department since Jan. 1, 1980. The 
complaint also states on Dec. 17, 1979, 
the local appointed Milton as shop 
steward for the Police Department 
employees. 

The suit further alleges on Jan. 25, 
1980, Dowell suspended Milton for 
five days without pay for alleged 
infractions of the department's dis- 
ciplinary rules and informed Milton 
he was recommending the latter's 
employment be terminated; that ac- 
tion was taken without a full prior 
hearing and in absence of a formal 
statement of reasons for his sus- 
pension and recommended termina- 
tion. The suit further alleges the 
charges against Milton made by 
Dowell on or about Jan. 25, 1980, were 
"false, malicious, and defamatory; 
designed to inhibit plaintiff Milton's 
freedom of speech and association; 
and were in retaliation for Milton's 
expressed support and membership in 


ecre 


plaintiff Local 204. The suit also ' 


alleges the defendants ''maliciously"' 
caused to be published in a newspaper 
in the home community ‘‘false and 
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defamatory accusations against him 
(Milton)...." 

Milton resigned his position Feb. 2, 
according to the suit, and this re- 
signation constituted a constructive 
discharge by the defendants. 

Taylor tendered a resignation to 
Dowell Feb. 16, 1980, according to the 
complaint, which alleges the resigna- 
tion was tendered under duress and 
therefore coerced and involuntary, or 
a constructive discharge, The suit 
alleges the defendant town of West 
Terre Haute, acting through- its 
agents and employees, ‘‘commenced 
a concerted eífort to coerce plaintiff 
Taylor and other officers of the West 
Terre Haute Police Seni to 
renounce their membership in Local 
204....'" Taylor on Feb. 18 gave 
notice to defendants his resignation 
was involuntary and he wished to 
retract it and resume his employment 
with the Police Department, the com- 
plaint further states. The suit alleges 
the defendants "have refused at all 
times since Feb. 18, , 1980, to reinstate 
plaintiff Taylor.. 

The plaintiffs ask the defendants to 
be preliminarily enjoined from bar- 
ring and depriving plaintiffs of their 
employment as police officers with 
the West Terre Haute Police Departe- 
ment ‘and the injunction be made 
permanent; the defendants also be 
aniogped preliminarily and 
permanently from discriminating 
against the plaintiffs in the exercise 
of their rights under the First Amend- 
ment and that Milton and Taylor be 
ordered reinstated to their former 
positions as officers with the depart- 
ment. 

The plaintiffs ask exemplary 
damages of $50,000 to each and 
$100,000 damages to Milton for the 
alleged ‘‘defamatory words’’ alleged- 
ly ''caused to be published by 
defendants. 

In Count II of the suit, the plaintiffs 
ask a declaratory judgment that the 
union security or "agency shop” 
clause of the working agreement 
between the Town Board and the 
local, ratified Dec. 3, 1979, is legal 
under the laws of the United States 
and State of Indiana and the working 
agreement in its entirety is a legal 
collective bargaining agreement bin- 
ding plaintiff Local 204 and Town of 
West Terre Haute, its agents, 
employees and representatives. 
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By CHARLES J. MALOOF 
p Yribune Staff Writer 

West Terre Haute will be in the spotlight Saturday 
and Sunday when the West Vigo Merchants Associa- 
tion presents the first annual Macksville Festival. 

According to Sarah Beckley, secretary of the 
association, more than 80 exhibitors will present 
their wares in booths along National Avenue from 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
Sunday. 

She said an assortment of food concessions will be 
offered. Crafts will also be displayed for sale. Also, 
game booths and flea-market tables will be open to 
festival visitors. 

A four-mile-long parade will travel along National 
Avenue beginning at 1 p.m. “Presently, we have 51 
parade entries," Mrs. Beckley said. ''Oren Mc- 
Quilkin, who is a descendant of the founder of West 
Terre Haute, will be grand marshal.” 

She explained that 160 acres developed by Samuel 
McQuilkin in 1836 became the original town of 
McQuilkinsville, commonly shortened to Macksville. 
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Niacksville Festival opens Satur 


About 1890, development of the coal industry was 
begun in the area and four years later, a vote was 
taken in favor of incorporating the town. The town 
then became known as West Terre Haute. 

Included in the parade will be Miss Indiana USA, 
Channel 10's See Lion, WBOW's Bowsey the Bear, 
Shriner units, antique cars, noted Wabash Valley 
personalties and many community groups. 

Old-time movies featuring comedians from the 
1920s and '30s will be shown both afternoons at the 
West Branch Library. 

The library parking lot will have Indiana Oldtime 
Fiddlers from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, rock music 
from 5 to 6 p.m. featuring ‘‘Thin Ice," a group of 
West Vigo High School students, and the Swinging 
Mates Square Dance Club performing at 7 p.m. 

Sunday's entertainment agenda has the Society for 
the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop 
Quartette Singing harmonizing from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Country rock, featuring ‘Owen County Line," will be 
from 3 to 4 p.m. A gospel music program, with the 
Lisher Family, is set for 5 p.m. 
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Tours have been scheduled bt cabins on the 
Charles and Dorothy Ray farm open to the public 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Saturday. 

Architectural tours of St. Mary-of-the-Woods Col- 
lege are available at 2 p.m. both days. Tours will 
organize at the Foley Hall fountain at the end of Gate 
Road. 

"We think we have something for everybody to 
enjoy," said Mrs. Beckley. “ 

This is graduation weekend at West Vigo High 
School, so a lot of people will be in the area. The ` 
association wants people to know more about our | 
community and that's why we are having this 
festival.” | j 


Vigo County Public Library 
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Solution 


mI 
By J. a AKERS |! 
Star Staif Writer 


Contamination of the West Terre 
Haute water supply could cost taxpayers 
there approximately $100,000, according 
to a town board member. 

James R. Mann, clerk-treasurer of 
the town board, said Thursday the costs 


See Photo Page 10 


of short-range and iong-range solutions 
to the water problem. could soar as high 
‘as $100,000. ` 

“We are confronted with a serious 
problem from both human and financial 
standpoints. Our primary concern is to 
provide the residents of West Terre 
Haute with pure water. However, with 
an approximate $10,000 balance in the 
operating budget and expected emer- 
gency costs of almost $100,000, you can 
well understand the situation that ex- 
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Mann said crews from the West Terre 
Haute Street Department and Vigo 
County Highway Department began 
Thursday to clear an area on the town's 
northwest side where a test water well 
will be drilled. Workers had drilled down 
about 40 feet Thursday night and were 
expected to drill another 60 feet before 
water would be extracted and samples 
Sent to Indianapolis for purification 

, tests. . 

If water samples pass the necessary 
purification tests, said Mann, bids will 
be advertised for the construction of at 
least one new well. Estimates of con- 
structing a well have ranged from 
$30,000 to $50.000, Mann said. ' 

Meanwhile town officials, with the 
cooperation of the Vigo County Civil 
Defense Office, have arranged for the 
shipment of 8,000 lineal feet of eight-inch 
steel pipe which will be used to provide 
a temporary water supply from the 
Terre Haute water system. The pipe is 
being transported from Chesterton and 
Mount Vernon and the temporary water 
line should be assembled by Tuesday. 
The rental, assembiy, disassembly and 
return of the steel pipe is expected to 
cost West Terre Haute $10,000. 

While efforts are being made to pro- 
vide a new water supply, Indiana State 
Board of Health experts have not pin- 
pointed the source of the contamination 
problem. Thursday, heaith officials filed 
documents indicating gasoline is the 
contaminant seeping into the water sys- 
tem, but they did not officially name the 
source of the gasoline leakage. 

At present, all fingers point to the 
Owens Oil Service Station, 501 National 
Ave., West Terre Haute. Mae Fuller, 
station manager, revealed Wednesday 
more than 13 gallons of gasoline a day 
have not been accounted for during the* 
past two to three months. Crews began 
digging Thursday at the service station 
to extract a gasoline storage tank which 
might be the source of the leakage. The 
tank is to be inspected Friday. 

West Terre Haute town board mern- 
bers are applying for emergency funds 
to offset imposing expenses. Members 
have had correspondence with the West 
Central Economic Development District 
office here and have contacted the office 
of U.S. Rep. John Myers, R-7th Dist., for 
assistance. Also, an attorney for the 
town board is searching for means to 
determine the liability for losses. 
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E a = GASOLINE ODOR AT DINER— John Green, owner of John & 
K — = ont Lou's Restaurant, West Terre Haute, examines the stairway 
-1 md € () to the basement of his business. Green, since January, has 
2 i e detected a strong gaseous odor in the basement of the business 
- i and has had difficulty in obtaining assistance from county and 
= “> state board of health officials. Green said he has surveyed the 
C. kc: ; i building and has had the Terre Haute Gas Company inspect 
» E x L0 2x the premises to locate the source of the odor but to no avail. 
= e POSSIBLE SOURCE OF PROBLEM — Crews began Thursday digging near Owens Oil Despite having the problem for some time, health officials 
= "D. service station, West Terre Haute, in an effort to locate gasoline which has apparently finally notified Green Thursday and ordered him to boil for 10 
E c. contaminated the town's water supply. A gasoline storage tank is to be raised from the minutes all water used for drinking, food preparation and 
2 A underground Friday and inspected to determine whether or not it is the source of the cleaning. Green's problems are believed to be similar to most 
Ar. gaSoline leak. Officials will also fill the underground gasoline tanks at the town hall, across West Terre Haute residents who have been subjected to 
S u } the street from the service station, and monitor them to see if this is the location of the gasoline contaminated water. But still the odor remains at the 
d _ gasoline (Star Photo:Kadel) See story page 1. restaurant and Green continues to seek help from local and 


«State officials.(Star Photo:Kadel) See story page 1. 


Rescuing the rescue unit 


West Terre Haute town board member Clarence 
Beck, Terre Haute physician Dr. Enrico Garcia, 
volunteer fire department volunteer Clark Cot- 
tom, Lenny Isles, town board member, and 


Rescue service res 
by volunteers 
Um RPM xd. lost Té 


By Kathy Gurchiek $. 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The West Terre Haute Volunteer 
Fire Department rescue service is 
being resuscitated. 

Town board representatives and 
volunteers, Capt. Clark Cottom 
and Dr. Enrico Garcia, met Satur- 
day to intitiate fundraising efforts 
to restore the rescue service. 

Official approval for a dinner 
April 6 is expected when volunteers 
meet Wednesday. But a quickly 
called meeting of volunteers Satur- 
day gave an unofficial nod of 
support Cottom said. 

e dinner at Gran-ma Joy's 
Restaurant, Paris Avenue, is being 
promoted as a joint effort among 
the town board, volunteers and 
Garcia. 

"We want people to know we 
haven't abandoned them," Cottom 
said. 

Ten days ago, volunteers had 
voted 11-3 to discontinue rescue 


service within the town limits as of 


March 1. 


€ 


That vote came when the town 
board was unable to meet the 
volunteers' request for $3,000 or 
$250 per month in 1985 to continue 
rescue service. The funding would 
assist with truck payment, fuel, 
utilities and insurance. Rescue 
service continues in Sugar Creek 
Township, which continues to fund 
its portion of rescue service, Cot- 
tom said. 


*We do care about it but we don't 
have the money," town board 
member Clarence Beck said of the 
rescue service Saturday. Beck 
noted that the town does not have 
the money to fund the Macksville 
festival this spring, another 
possible fundraiser for the 
volunteers. 


*Our immediate plan now is to 
rescue the squad," said Dr. García, 
who proposed a fundraising dinner 
April 6. Garcia will become town 
physician for West Terre Haute 
pending approval of a town board 
resolution 7:30 p.m. Monday. 
Garcia also has set up practice in 
West DL. SR frequently mak- 

O’ 
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James Herrington, board president, discuss 
efforts to breath some new 
presently ailing volunteer rescue unit Saturday 
in the town hall. 


iuscitated 
town in WTH 


life into the 


ing housecalls, in addition to 
operating an office at 6001 Dixie 
Bee Road. 


Garcia gave Cottom his personal 

arantee that volunteers would 
have the money for the first two 
month’s rent. He also pledged 
monetary support from other 
physicians so that the rescue 
service can continue within the city 
limits. 


TOAD HOP 


This is probably a derogatory place name suggesting a 
small isolated rural community. Toad Hop is in Vigo 
County, west of Terre Haute. 


l. "Bob Stephen's grandmother told me that some people in 
West Terre Haute set up a mushroom factory over there 
and that the mushrooms drew all the toads from around 
here, So they. called the přrace.-Toad Hop." 


2. "Toad Hop located about 1 mile east of West Terre Haute 
on the west side of Sugar Creek and south side of High- 
way 40. 


It got its name from a family by the name of Harris early 
in the 1800's...above the hill above Toad Hop to the west 
and a little south. There were reguiar floods in the 
area. Old man Harris would look down from atop the 

hill where his house was located during the floods and 
say, "The toads are hopping," referring to the Indians." 


3. Also story about alittle boy that lived there among 
early settlers-he was always catching toads, he'd call 
the toads "Toad Hops" the people just adopted it. 

4. One of the early settlers-drunkard-would come stumblin home 
at night. Well, one night he fell drunk right down in 
the middle of the road. Just as he fell down a toad 
hopped by right in front of him. He got up and says 


to himself, "Toad Hop, yep, that's where I live, Toad 
Hop." 


Ronald Baker, Indiana State University 
Hoosier Folk Legends (Not yet published) 
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Me sl Terre Hote 


The name of this newspaper re- 
flects one of the aims of its pub- 
lisher; to relate in print the history 
of this colorful town and area west 
of the river. West Terre Haute ori- 
ginally was platted on November 22 
1836, by Samuel McQuilkin. His 
town, whose name was shortened 
to Macksville to replace the much 
longer McQuilkinsville, served as 
the focal point for all settlers who 
lived west of the Wabash River. 

Some of the communities which 
blossomed with the birth of Macks- 
ville were New Goshen (May 17. 
1853), and the town and college 
of Saint Mary-Of-The-Woods. 

The first building in Samuel 
McQuilkin’s new town was a tavern 
built on the present northwest cor- 
ner of Third Street and National 
Avenue. In 1872 Richard Mcllroy 
built the first brick building in the 
town, and in 1906 Mcllroy became 
the postmaster for the town's first 
post office. 

In 1894, the town's residents 
voted 60 to 40 to incorporate and 
change the name to West Terre 
Haute. At this time the coal indus- 
try was just beginning to develop 
and town residents were anxious to 
cash in on the financial bonanzas 
which accrue to an incorporated 
town. 

By 1900, the date the photo- 
graph on the right was taken,.the 
population of the town had in- 
creased to 651. Five years later, 
the Bank of West Terre Haute was 
established, and a bridge (the first) 
constructed to connect Terre Haute 
and West Terre Haute. 

Also in 1905, the West Terre 
Haute Water Works was started and 
the town began growing faster than 


Nr businesses could expand. 


Southwest corner of Third and National in West Terre Haute. 


By 1910 the population had in- 
creased to 3,083. At this time 
there were eleven mines and four 
clay products industries in the vi- 
cinity of West Terre Haute. 

4,310 people lived in West Terre 
Haute in 1920. The depression, 
however, struck hard in the just- 
booming community. By 1930 the 


town’s population had decreased to 
3,588. Coal production continued 
to grow, however, and served as the 
chief industry of the entire area 
west of the Wabash. 

In 1950, the last coal mine, the 
Green Valley mine, closed and the 
population again decreased dramati- 
cally. 


Current site of the Terre Haute Ist National Bank building. 
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Ihe original town of Macksville, 
and the area it served has change! 
over the years from an industrial 
center to a residential and farmii ; 
community. But now, even as in 
Samuel McQuilkin's era, the area 
is staunchly independent of Terre 


Haute—in spirit if not in fact. 
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Macksville Festi al 
A Huge Success! 


Promoters of the Macks- 
ville Spring Festival have 
announced that the 1st An- 
nual festival, held May 15 and 
16 in West Terre Haute an un- 
qualified success. Festival 
and Committee heads Sarah 
Beckley, Jean Brashier and 
Don Baker would like to thank 
all the merchants for their 
cooperation, and area resi- 
dents for their support. 

Plans for next year’s festival 
have already begun. One 
change, according to repre- 
sentatives of the West Vigo 
Merchants Association, will 
involve the location of booths 
and games into one central 
area, cutting down on the 
wear and tear on shoe 
leather. 

Next week's edition of the 


€ Gazette will carry a public 


"thank you" letter from the 


Association to those who 
helped this festival succeed. 
The Association would like to 
particularly thank the Town 
Board, and the Police and 
Street Departments. Those 
driving through West Terre 
Haute the day following the 
festival will have noticed that 
very little trash remained, due 
to the fine efforts of Bob 
Eyre's street personnel. 

Almost everyone agrees 
that next year's festival will be 
even bigger and better—and 
can't wait for it! 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


As of midnight, West Terre 
Haute residents no longer will 
receive rescue service from the 
West Terre Haute Volunteer Fire 
Department — except in the event 
of a vehicle accident where life is 
threatened. 

The volunteers and- their at- 
torney, Darrell Felling, conducted 
a press conference Thursday night 
to announce their decision to accept 
a upichin contract with the 
town. The volunteers will continue 
to provide fire protection to the 
town, which will pay $10,000 in 
federal revenue-sharing funds for 
the service in 1985. 

Felling said the Town Board 
would not agree to the volunteers’ 


request for $3,000, or $250 per 
month in 1985, for continuation of 
the rescue service. The funding 
would assist with truck payment, 
fuel, utilities and all insurance. 

The volunteers voted 11-3 to 
discontinue rescue service. Town 
residents needing rescue as- 
sistance will be told to call the 
Terre Haute emergency number at 
232-1311. 

The county provides funding to 
the city to provide ambulance 
service for the county, said Randy 
onn volunteer board presi- 

ent 


"The firefighters are very upset 
that this action has become 
necessary because of the lack of 
financial support from the town," 
Felling said. 

But Felling said the volunteers 
will attempt to raise funds in the 
X = 
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next 30 to 60 days which may 
enable them to restore rescue 
Service. 

The volunteers' goal is to raise 
$3,000 to $5,000. 

“If townspeople and the com- 
munity will respond adequately 
and sufficiently ... then hopefully 
the service can be restored,” Fell- 
ing said. 

The volunteers made 171 rescue 
runs in the town in 1984, and 101 
rescue runs in the township. 

Clarence Beck II, Town Board 
member, said, “I sincerely hate to 
see them do that.” He said the 
board hadn’t been informed that 
service would be discontinued 
tonight. 

*[ hate to see it, but it’s still a 
case where [ambulance service} has 
to be called out anyway,” Beck said. 


He didn’t believe residents’ lives’ 


Vigo County 


—— 


would be jeopardized by discon- 
tinuation of the service. “If we still 
have fire protection, that's the 
main thing," Beck said. 

He said the town did not have 
any more funds to give to the 
volunteers. 

Town Board member Lenny Isles 
said the volunteers' decision came 
as no surprise He said the 
volunteer rescue service could not 
actually transport persons. 

“It’s a nice service,” Isles said. “I 
hate to see them discontinue it 
because we're a little shy of 
money." 


Felling pointed out that the 

Sugar Creek Township trustee will 
pay the volunteer department 
$25, 000 this year, and rescue 
service will continue in the 
township outside of the town 
limits. 
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Old Timers Will Remember Town 
Of West Terre Haute As Macksville 


WEST TERRE HAUTE, Ind., | 


Nov. 8. — (Special) — West Terre 
Haute—it used to be Macksville— 
named for Marion McQuilkin, 
who had extensive land interests 
in and around the village which 
was just a tiny settlement. 

In the early seventies the Post 
Office was established and Rich- 
ard McIlroy was the first post- 
master. The office was in the 
Mcliroy grocery store and in a 
building on what is now Paris 
avenue. That building, built in 
1871, still stands. However, in 
1898 an addition with a second 
story was added. 

The town of Macksville includ- 
ed, in addition to Paris avenue, 
what is now Johnson Miller and 
National avenues. The two limits 


were the edge of the bottom’ lands 
on the east and what is now 
Market street on the west. There 
were a few houses south of’ the 


National road and perhaps the, 


most outstanding feature of what 
was styled "the South End," 
was the Moeck vegetable garden, 
which covered a number of acres. 

The Macksville School, com- 
posed of two rooms, stood on the 
sight of the present Valley High 
School. 

The town of Macksville began 
to come alive when the natural 
resources of the area were de- 
veloped: its coal, shale and clay. 
Such industries as The Vigo Clay 
Company's plant, The American 
Clay Company, the Deep Vein 
Mine, National Drain Tile Com- 
pany, the Vitrified Brick and Tile 
plant, the Wizard Mine, the Van- 
dalia Coal Company's mines: 
Sugar Valley, Lower Vein, Deep 
Vein and others. 

These industries attracted peo- 
ple from England, Scotland, Wales 
and other countries of Europe, 
as well as points in the United 
States. They needed places to 
live, so vast numbers of rental 
houses were built, new divisions 
were laid out and early in the 
nineteen hundreds homes began 
to be built. Soon Macksville be- 
came the incorporated town of 
! West Terre Haute and from a pop- 
ulation of 500, as recorded in 1902, 
the number of inhabitants of the 
newly incorporated town increased 
rapidly to 3,000. 

The first church established in 
the town of Macksville was the 
‘Bethany Congregational Church 
and the date on the present edifice 
reads, “Established in 1884." The 
Methodist church was next and it 
was organized in about 1896 and 
its first meetings were held in the 
McIlroy hall on what is now Paris 


avenue. Other churches estab- 
lished as the town grew were St. 
Leonard's Catholic Church and its 
first priest and organizer was 
Rev. Father Thomas Hoffman. 
Then came others: The Mis- 
sionary Bands Pilgrim Holiness, 
Baptist, United Brethren and the 
Assembly of God. Each of these 
churches are well established and | 
have aided the town in its ad- 
vancement. 

The present high school build- 
ing, which also in its early years 
housed a grade school, was built 
in about 1908. The building has 
been enlarged from time to time 
and its last addition was its pres- | 
ent up-to-date gymnasium. | 

As the town grew the need for | 
more school facilities resulted in 
the South School being built and | 
later the Central School. Each 
building has been modernized and 
the children attending these 
schools are provided with every 
advantage. St. Leonard’s pa- 
roehial school is also an up-to-date 
institution, where the first to and 
including the eighth grade is 
taught, Until two years ago the 
_ West Terre Haute post office re-. 


mained near the point where it | 
was first, established when people 
addressed mail to ‘Macksville, 
Vigo county, Ind." Now the post 
office is housed in a not too large 
but modern building on National 
avenue. The office is rated "'Sec-, 
ond Class" and Eugene G. Turner 
is postmaster. There is “city” 
mail delivery and three carriers 
on the rural routes. 

The rural delivery service out 
of West Terre Haute was estab- 
lished soon after the village of 
Macksville became the town of | 
West Terre Haute. Warren A. San- | 
ford, long connected with the town | 
as a teacher and a civic leader, | 
was the first rural route carrier 
He made his daily trips over dusty 

| or muddy roads in a horse-drawn 
| buggy. 

- The present town hall was built 
in the early nineteen hundreds, It 
has been enlarged as the needs, 
have grown. It is the combined 
police and fire station as well as 
the water works. The water 
pumped from deep wells is some- 
thing of which West Terre Haute 
can be justly proud. The source 
of supply seems inevaustable and 
during the dry weather that pre- 
vailed during the past summer a 
continual line of trucks bearing 
water tanks came to West Terre 
Haute to get a supply for the 
people in the drought stricken 
areas, a 
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Democrats Select Town Board 


Slate for Fall General Election 
West ev els Ns Maiks vile" Ca zele 


West Terre Haute Town 
Democrat Chairman H. 
Randall Herrington said after 
the Democrat Convention 
last Thursday that the slate 
voted upon should be accep- 
table to everyone in West 
Terre Haute. Indeed, none of 
the candidates selected have 
run for public office in West 
Terre Haute before. 

All the races except that of 
the clerk-treasurer were run- 
aways. In that race, Ruth 
Miller defeated Shirley Hoop- 
ingarner by just over 30 votes. 

Winner in the First Ward 
was Lenny Isles, who de- 
feated Larry Tackett. 

Isles will face Jim Withem in 
the November 8 general 
election. 


Lenny Isles 


Lucky Beck, current board 
member, outdistanced Mick 
Williams in the Second Ward. 
His opponent in the general 
election has not yet been 
decided. 

In the Third Ward, Jim 
Herrington outlasted Tom 
McQueary, Floyd Rowley and 
Bob Dean, to face Jerry Lyon 
in the fall. 

With the Democrat. slate 
set, Randy Herrington vowed 
that the election would be a 
clean one, run on issues and 
qualifications of nominees. 

The Republicans, mean- 
while, will wait another month 
to name their nominee in the 
Second Ward. 


Jim Herrington 


Lucky Beck 


Ruth Miller 


Ballots were counted at the Democrat Convention in an open and non- 
hostile environment. 
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New WTH police chief to rebuild morale 


By Steve Menestrina 


One of the first official acts of the newly 
elected West Terre Haute Town Board 
was to name Paul R. Dowell, 46, Chief of 
Police. Chief Dowell is a veteran, area 
police officer. He retired from the Terre 
Haute Polic Department after serving 21 
years. For four of those years, during the 
Larrison administration, he held the rank 
of captain. During this time Dowell helped 
to institute the canine program and the 
forty hour work week for Terre Haute 
police officers. 

Town Treasurer Jerry Menestrina said 
of Dowell, "He is the first Police Chief 
West Terre Haute has ever had that could 
be called a real police officer.” 

Dowell replies to some questions about 
his new position. 

Q. in what condition did you find the 
West Terre Haute Police Department on 
January 1, 1980? 

A. "I had always heard how things were 
run in West Terre Haute but I just didn't 
believe it when | got here. There really 
was no police department. There was 
total disorganization. There was no 
leadership. Everyone just kinda went his 
own way. It had nothing to do with police 
work.” 

Q. What is the condition of your equip- 
ment and supplies? 

A. "Very poor! All the squad cars are 
run down. There was virtually no mainte- 
nance ever done on them. When | got 
here we had three cars and only one was 
running. Since then we've gotten another 
car working about halfway right. 

“Our radio communications were 
faulty. Now, at least, we have operating 
radios. There are all kinds of files missing 
and we don’t know where they are or what 
they are. 

“We didn't have office supplies and 
there was no paper for the duplicating 
machine. And we can’t charge supplies at 
lots of places because the previous ad- 
ministration left so many bad debts.” 
Secretary-treasurer Menestrina has, so 
far, found over $46,000 in unpaid, over- 
due bills the town owes to various cred- 
itors. 

“I've borrowed equipment and supplies 
from the Terre Haute Police Department 
until we can get our own. Chief Louder- 
milk has promised us full cooperation 
until we can turn this mess into a police 
department. The city police, the sheriff's 
office and the state police have pledged 
to help us. 

Q. Do you, as Police Chief, have the full 
backing of the new board members? 

A. “I’ve been given full authority by all 
the board members. In three separate 
meetings they’ve again and again pro- 
mised me their full backing. They know 
how badly this town and this department 
was run. And they know how much it must 
be improved. 

“This department will be run honestly 
and legally for all the citizens of West 
Terre Haute, not just a few special friends 
of the politicians. l'H give the citizens not 
extra strict but fair law enforcement. 

“We have five men on the department 
and only one of those has gone to the Law 


Enforcement Academy. All new officers 
will go to the academy. All officers will 
begin to attend training sessions given at 
the local pistol range.” 

Q. What are some things you have 
begun to do already? 

A. “We are going to enforce the various 
ordinances of the town. Yesterday we 
found a copy of the 1953 ordinances 
buried under some junk. Most of the ordi- 
nances have never been enforced by pre- 
vious administrations; | intend to do so. 

Also, something simple, like writing 
parking tickets. Parking tickets hadn't 
been written since last spring. 

"We are going to apply for state and 
federal money to purchase new equip- 
ment and supplies. We will have two 
newer squad cars shortly. 


Photo by Orth 


"As the new administration straightens 
out the town's finances we will have tax 
money to purchase needed items. Right 
now we don't have an extra $10 for any- 
thing. 

"| will create a better force. We'll have 
better equipment, better uniforms, more 
training, but most of all, we'll have better 
morale. We will be police officers, not just 
political flunkies. 

"| will push for an ordinance listing the 
requirements for police officers. We don't 
have any now. 

These improvements will change the 
force and the people's image of the force. 
This should give the police and the whole 
town a better image." 

Q. What is the main crime problem in 
West Terre Haute? 

A. "Burglaries, without a doubt. We now 
have 15 to 20 burgiaries every month. 
That's a lot for a town this size. We are 
beginning a burglary prevention program. 
We will start with the local businesses -- 
examining the buildings, showing them 
where better doors, stronger locks and 
the like can prevent most burglaries. 

Q. Are there any other problems over 
here? 

A. “Oh, yes. Until now the department 
has had a very poor relationship with the 
Sheriff's Department and the State 
Police. They were reluctant to come over 
here and help because of personal prob- 
lems caused by one of our former of- 
ficers. 

“I've talked to both departments and 
will be trying to create a new trust bet- 
ween us which never existed before. 

"It will take many months, even years 
but slowly people will see some improve- 
ment. Then gradually there will be more 
and more. And finally, this will be a real 
police department serving a real town. 
We just all have to work together." 


New town board members face challenge. 
Four new West Terre Haute town board members learned about the precarious 
financial state of the town shortly after assuming office. 
The four (from left to right, Jerry Lyons, James Withem, Mike Collins and Jerry 
Menestrina) except a tough battle to correct the town's debt-stricken budget -- 
even tougher than wining last November's election as Republicans in this Demo- 


cratic stronghold. 
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WTH Volunteer 
| Fire Department 


Celebrates 20th 
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by Al Beckley 


The West Terre Haute Volunteer Fire Department is one of the 
T. oldest fire departments in this area. 
ie As a result of an order by the Indiana Rating Bureau tothe town 
of West Terre Haute to update and improve the fire protection for 
the town, a group of citizens scheduled an organizational meeting in 
November, 1951. As a result of that meeting, John J. Gropp was e- 
lected the first Fire Chief. 

In the beginning, and indeed throughout the next 19 years, the 
department was associated with the town of West Terre Haute. The 
first piece of apparatus, a 1935 Ford pumper with an open cab, was 
owned by the town. 

In 1954, the department was selected a non-profit corporation, 
and that year, the first station was built, located adjacent to the cur- 
rent town hall. Still standing, the station has been mostly converted, 
with only one bay remaining. It was built with mostly-donated labor 
and materials. 

The department stayed in that building until the spring of 1969. 
when they moved into their current station at 319 National Avenue. 
That building, too, was mostly built with donated labor. 

The WTH Volunteers are justifiably proud of their organization, 
and rightly so. They were the first Fire Department in Vigo county ) 
which used 2-way radios for dispatching fire trucks. Down through ) 
the years, this pioneer tendency has shown itself in several ways. In 
June, 1966, they assumed one-half the total fire protection for Sugar 
Creek township. In April, 1980, they assumed the entire fire pro 
tection responsibility for the town of West Terre Haute. In the spring 
of 1981, the Department began providing yet another totally new 
service to the community. In January of that year, eleven members 
of the department successfully passed an Emergency Medical Tech- 
nician course (EMT.) With that certification, the department could 
and did respond to almost all medical emergencies within their as- 
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West Terre Haüte's evidence for 911 
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: Communi Affetrs File 

The financial situation that has caused 
West Terre Haute to have to lay off its 
three police dispatchers reminds us of 
the need for a coordinated police and fire 
dispatching system for Vigo County. It 
reminds us of the need for a central 
system with a single, simple telephone 
number all residents can use to get 
emergency help. 

Yes, we are again talking about the 
need for a 911 emergency telephone 
system. 

West Terre Haute officials made what 
appears to have been the only logical 
choice they could have made in response 
to a critical financial problem: They 
kept the uniformed police officers out on 
the street and laid off the three 
dispatchers. The Vigo County Sheriff's 
Department will do the dispatching now 
through the end of the year. 

West Terre Haute officials says they 
are now considering an increase in the 
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property taxes so that the town might be 
able to re-employ the dispatchers. 

Rather than pursuing that tax course, 
however, we suggest West Terre Haute 
and the Sheriff’s Department take the 
lead in leading all of Vigo County to a 
unified dispatching system. 

Such a system, using the 911 telephone 
number that has proved itself in most 
cities, should enable all jurisdictions to 
save money while giving the citizens a 
safe and efficient dispatching system. 
Most citizens, we have found, do not 
know the telephone number to call for 
police, fire and ambulance help and 
dialing zero to a telephone operator in 
Fort Wayne is hardly the solution. The 
real answer is to dial 911 to a local 
person who can dispatch the appropriate 
police or fire agency. All of us, West 
Terre Haute, Terre Haute and all of Vigo 
County, need that type of system now. 
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West Terre Haute Town Board 
OKs balanced budget for 1980 


A balanced budget for 1980 with 
$122,886 in appropriations has been 
approved by the West Terre Haute 
Town Board. 

The budget represents a cut of 
more than $43,000 which includes the 
controversial termination of the 
town's Fire Department which was 
replaced by a volunteer fire depart- 
ment. 

Town board Jim Withem said the 
decision to accept the two-year con- 
tract for services of the West Terre 
Haute Volunteer Fire Department, 
unanimously voted upon at the 
board's March 24 meeting, will save 
the town $39,000. 

Also at the meeting earlier this 
week, the board acknowledged a pen- 
ding suit being brought against the 
board by three firemen from the now 
extinct fire department and Local 


Union 204. 


While details of the suit were not 
available, board member Jerry Lyon 
said the suit involves the termination 
of the fire department and the subse- 
quent release of the employees. 
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Scrapping Fire Dept. 


S MAR 4 1980 


Draws. Heated Attack 
ES West levee C & cie 
From WTH Citizens 


By M.W. RUSSELL, Star Staff Writer 
The honeymoon ended Monday night for the West Terre Haute Town Board, 
in office only two months. 
Meeting in regular session, the board was confronted by a less-than-friendly 
group citizens. The cause of the heated discussion at the meeting: the possibility 
of the board doing away with the town's fire department in favor of the West 


Terre Haute Volunteer Fire Department. 
The meeting began with the board going through minutes of the February 


meeting. A report from the police department was heard indicating a decrease 
in calls to the dispatcher and an increase in patrols. 

A report from the board's attorney revealed the possibility and probability 
of the town having to pay taxes on bond issues of the Terre Haute Sanitary 
District even after withdrawing from the district. A final decision is 
forthcoming from a. Chicago board. 

But the issue of scrapping the fire department sparked a fiery discussion 
which soon engulfed the crowded meeting hall. Despite the calm reassurances 
of board member Mike Collins that **no decision has been made" and "'there's 
nothing final" at this point, West Terre Haute citizens angrily voiced 
displeasure with the suggested move. 

Collins had raised the issue during the initial part of the board meeting, but 
numerous and angry questions and accusations from the crowd forced the 
meeting into the public forum portion of the agenda. 

The first complaint from the crowd came in response to a ''rumor" that 
firefighters would be dismissed by March 15. The “rumor” turned out to have 
originated in fact but, as óne board member reassured the grumbling crowd, 
“it was misunderstood.” 

Again, Collins stated no decisions had been made. 

The question of increased insurance rates was brought before the board. One 
citizen pointed out his rates would climb almost $200 for four pieces of property 
he owns within the city. - 

A shouting match developed shortly thereafter when the board was accused 
of hiring extra personnel for the water works (the clerk-treasurer stated this 
was not true and that money was actually being saved by håving just one full- 
time and two part-time employees) and for the police department (the police 
chief reported he was one man short). 

The problem, said board member Jim Withem, is ‘‘we’re wanting to drive a 
Cadillac when we've only got money for a Model-T.” 

“Well, then, we're in bad trouble. Is that what you're saying?” asked a voice 
from the crowd. 

“Yes,” admitted Withem, “we're in bad trouble.” 

One citizen suggested giving money to the fire department rather than to the 
insurance companies in order to maintain the department. Whether the 
additional money would come from contributions or increased taxation for West 
Terre Haute residents was not specified. The entire matter of the future of the 
fire department is to be the subject of a public hearing to be announced in the 
coming weeks. 
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Insurance approve 


The West Terre Haute Town Board, 
meeting in emergency session Wed- 
nesday night, approved an agreement 
with Prudential Insurance Co. to pro- 
vide group plan life, health and 
medical insurance for the town's 14 
employees, effective immediately. 

The board learned Monday that as 
of last Dec. 26, the town no longer had 
insurance coverage for its 
employees. 

Board chairman James Withem 
said Blue Cross-Blue Shield, which 
had previously carried the group in- 
surance, did not respond to their 
queries for proposals. 

The plan as adopted will provide 
$5,000 life insurance for each 
employees and includes major 
medical. The town will bear almost 
the entire cost ($1,500 per month), 
with employees paying $1 annually in 
accordance with their contract, ap- 
proved by the former town board last 
month. 


One of the last official acts of the 
outgoing board was to recognize 
Laborers Local 204 as the sole 
bargaining agent for town employees. 
The contract was ratified, and in 
effect, locked current employees in 
their jobs. 

When the new town board officials 
assumed their duties Jan. 1, they 
were limited to only two new appoint- 
ments, the police chief and fire chief. 

Board chairman Withem said that 
the cost of the new insurance with 
Prudential is about $60 a year higher 
than it was with Blue Cross-Blue 
Shield. 

Attending the special meeting were 
Withem, board member Michael Col- 
lins, 
Menestrina, and town attorney James 
Bopp Jr. The third board member, 
Jerry Lyon, was not present. 

Two representatives of the in- 


surance company explained the pro- 


posed plan to the board and 10 town 


clerk-treasurer Jerry 


d for WTH town employees 


employees during the brief meeting. 

The town board members have 
assumed responsibility for oversee- 
ing various town functions. Withem is 
supervising the water works, Lyon. 
the police department, and Collins 
the fire and street departments. 
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WTH officials take oath of office 


Congressman Won NN UN Myers (R- 
Seventh District) administered oaths 
of office to West Terre Haute's four 
new town officials during ceremonies 
Monday at the West Vigo Community 
Center. 

Beginning their new duties at noon 
Tuesday are Jerry Menestrina, clerk- 
treasurer, and town board members 
Michael Collins, Jerry Lyon and 
James Withem. 

The GOP ticket won the town elec- 
tion on Nov. 6, ending a 24-year span 
of Democrat rule. 

Except for Withem, who had 
served on the town board in 1953, the 
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newcomers on the West Terre Haute 
political scene. 

The new town leaders announced 
that Paul Dowell, a retired Terre 
Haute city policeman, will serve as 
police chief. Bob DisPennett is the 
new fire chief, and James Bopp Jr. is 
the town board attorney. 

Last month the outgoing Democrat 
town board recognized Laborers 
Local 204 as the sole bargaining agent 
for approximately 12 town 
employees. In effect, that action 
limited the number of appointments 
that the new board could make to the 


police and fire chiefs. 

The new officials will begin looking 
at the books Tuesday to determine 
how much money will be available to 
them during 1980 to 

provide town services. 

They also noted that, because of 
reassessment, they don't know yet 
what the tax base will be. 

“It will be an uphill climb," Lyon 
commented, promising that the town 
board would work as a team to run 
the town. 

The first official town board meet- 
ing will be Monday, ; Jan. 7 at 7:30 
p.m. 


West Terre Hauteans turned out in 
goodly numbers for the swearing-in 
ceremony. Vigo County Republican 
Saarman C. Don Nattkemper pre- 
si 
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NEW TOWN OFFICIALS — West Terre Haute’s four new town 


officials received their oaths of office Monday at the West Vigo who administered the oaths; Jerry Lyon, James Withem and Michae 
Community Center. Vigo County Republican Chairman C. Don Collins, members of the town board; and Jerry Menestrina, the new 
,Nattkemper, standing, presided at the swearing-in ceremonies,  clerk-treasurer. Staff Photo/Bill Williams 


Seated from left are Rev. Alvin Ricklefs, Congressman John Myers 


WTH board views resignation, 
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sanitary 


By PATRICK J. BARNES 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The West Terre Haute Town Board 
met Monday night amid heavy securi- 
ty. A variety of business was con- 
sidered, including the acceptance of 
the resignation of the assistant police 
chief and the withdrawal of the town 
from the Terre Haute Sanitary Dis- 
trict. 

Law enforcement officers from the 
Terre Haute Police Department, the 
West Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment, the Indiana State Police and 
the Vigo County Sheriff's Department 
attended the public meeting as a 
precautionary measure, according to 
Police Chief Paul Dowell. 

Dowell said he thought it best to 
have the security officers at the 
session. However, nothing developed 
at the meeting that required any 
action by the officers. 

The chief said he preferred not to 
comment publicly on why he felt the 
officers were necessary. 

An item of new business considered 
by the board was the resignation of 
Assistant Chief of Police James 
William Milton. 

Dowell announced last month that 
he had suspended Milton, a 10-year 
veteran of the police department, for 
a period of five days without pay. 


In a letter to Dowell, Milton re- 
signed from the police force effective 
Feb. 2. Milton's resignation letter 
read: ‘‘This is to inform you and the 
town trustees my resignation effec- 
tive 2-2-80. As you know my honesty 
has been questioned and this to me is 
more important than the job.” 

Fred Porter, a business agent for 
the Laborers Union, questioned the 
resignation. 

However, board member James 
Withem said a resignation is just 
that. “The man resigned his job 
effective Feb. 2. Therefore, there's 
nothing to discuss as far as I’m 
concerned.” 

Pending action by the Terre Haute 
City Council, West Terre Haute will 
withdraw from the Terre Haute 
sanitary district as a result of action 
taken Monday night at a meeting of 
the West Terre Haute Town Board. 

Town board members Jerry Lyon, 
Mike Collins and Withem approved a 
resolution which would ‘‘disannex’’ 
West Terre Haute from the district. 
Due to a technicality, however, the 
residents of the community will not 
escape a 62 cents per $100 increase in 
property taxes due to a decision in 
1978 to join the district. 

A previous town board had voted to 
join the: district at that time because 
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it was believed the Environmental 
Protection Agency would require the 


town to treat sewage. West Terre. 


Haute joined the Terre Haute 
sanitary district in anticipation of 
piping town sewage to the Terre 
Haute plant for treatment. 

It was discovered, however, that it 
would not be necessary to join. The 
increased taxation will remain in 
effect through 1980. An additional 
$1.32 per $100 tax will not be enforced 
in 1981 pending approval of the Terre 
Haute City Council allowing West 
Terre Haute to withdraw from the 
district. According to the town 
board’s attorney, James Bopp, ap- 
proval is expected before the March 1 
deadline. 

Items discussed under old business 
and during the public forum portion 
of the meeting included the use of air 
rifles within the town's limits, 
garbage collection, stray dogs, ac- 
tivities for the town's youngsters, 
motorcycles on the levee, drag racing 
on some of the town's streets and 
backyard rabbits. 

Also studied was the lack of indoor 
plumbing in some dwellings, street 
cleaner parking, biddy basketball 
programs and the 9 p.m. curfew. 

It was announced at the meeting 
that the water works will maintain 
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hours from 9 a.m. until noon 
Saturdays to allow Puseneg to 
make payments. 


VA 


V I 


Citing financial problems, the West 
Terre Haute Town Board voted Mon- 


day night to eliminate the town's fire: 


department in favor of an agreement 
for fire protection with the West 
Terre Haute Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment. 

The board members unanimously 
accepted a two-year contract calling 
for the volunteers to provide the fire 
protection. 

Jerry Lyons, president of the town 
board, said today that ''most of the 
people present for the meeting un- 
derstand the financial situation in the 
town and accept the decision." 

Some 200 persons attended the 
meeting — and there was opposition 
volced to the change. Several persons 
expressed concern about adequate 
fire protection within the city. 

Mike Collins, board member, said 
the elimination of the fire department 
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Vest Terre Haute a 
pact with tire vol 


“was a very hard decision to make.” 
“We decided the volunteers could 
provide adequate fire protection and 
at the same time save thousands of 
dollars each year," Collins said. 
Board member Jim Withem re- 
ported the town's fire department 
operates from the General Fund, 
which has been allocated a budget of 
$122,886 for 1980 — a cut of $43,354 
from the proposed 1980 budget. . 
Withem reported the General Fund 
budget was cut by the state and 
county tax review boards, and cur- : 
rently is operating with a $18,292.87 
deficit. i 
He added it currently costs the 
town $55,305 per year (o operate the. 
fire department. From the period : 
April 1 to Dec. 31, 1980, it would cost 5 
$39,759 to maintain the fire depart- f 
ment. During the same period, using 5 
the service of the volunteer fire unit, = 
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the cost to the town would be $6,000 — 
or a savings of more than $33,000 — 
for the current year, Withem ex- 
plained. 

Collins said today there was no 
truth to the rumors that insurance 
rates will rise in West Terre Haute. 
West Terre Haute currently has a 
Class 9 rating, which will not change 
under an all-volunteer fire depart- 
ment, Collins said. 

The contract calls for the town 
board to pay the volunteers $8,000 per 
year to be used for insurance, main- 
tenance and operation of the fire 
department. The town’s two pumper 
trucks and .other fire department 
equipment will be leased to the volun- 
teer unit. 

The contract also” stipulates one 
volunteer crew will remain within the 
town limits at all times. 

The town’s full-time firefighters 
will receive two weeks pay and will 
be allowed to seek other employment 
under the terms of the contract, 
which went into effect immediately 
after it was signed Monday night. 

The volunteer fire department 
spokesman told the group there are 30 
members in the volunteer fire unit, 
with 23 persons available to answer 
fire calls at the present time. 

Commenting on the loss of jobs by 
the town's full-time firefighters, Col- 
lins said, “The loss of jobs is un- 
fortunate, however, the financial 
well-being of this entire town is our 
responsiblility and must receive our 
first consideration." 

Ironically, a fire damaged a home 
in West Terre Haute shortly after the 
town board voted to eliminate the fire 
deparment. The fire, of undetermined 
origin, damaged the residence of 
Robert McCallister, 813 S. 9th St. 
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Controversial Cable — 
Taming The Tube in 
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by Theresa Jacobs 


Cable TV is definitely on its way to 
West Terre Haute. According to Jim 
Withem, President of the Town Board, an 
agreement has been reached with Cable 
TV and the service will be available no la- 
ter than September of 1983—and possibly 
earlier. 

The General Manager of Cable TV ccn- 
firmed this and indicated that work n 
the project could begin as early as next 
year. 

Cable TV has been anxiously awaited 
by many in the town of West Terre Haute 
and indications are it will be readily ac- 
cepted. 

But what about all the rural area residents who will not benefit from Cable? Those 
who will have to watch reruns all summer? These people would also like to see an oc- 
casional symphony or stage show, or tune into educational TV. 

It seems a wider variety of television programs are available to these people through 
home satellite receivers—but it doesn't come cheap. Home satellite receivers are cur- 
rently quite expensive; approximately $6,000. But according to one local television 
engineer, in the next ten years we will see many changes relating to D.B.S. (Direct 
Broadcast Service.) 

One day, according to our expert, these systems will become affordable to almost 

& everyone, and added that we will probably be able to buy them at K-Mart! In part, he 
attributes this optimistic outlook to the space shuttle program, saying that the shuttle 
z will make it easier and cheaper to transport high-powered satellites into space. 
- According to another well-known expert, Steve Bland, however, it may not be that 
1 simple. Bland, a pioneer in the area of home satellite receivers. and who, through his 
- Im company Hoosier Electronics has sold communications equipment to every continent 
C A in the world, told us that “It now costs $70,000,000 to place a satellite in space. Even so, 
r- in the next 3 years, 20 more satellites are scheduled for launch.” He indicated, however, 
t 


e a that there is a limit to the number of satellites that can be placed in space, because, as 
C c they need to be in the Clark Zone, they must be placed directly over the equator, some 
S 23,200 miles up. "And your satellite receiver dish,” he continued, *'is aiming at an ob- 
a ject no bigger than a telephone booth. This is why it is necessary in most cases to have 
= someone experienced with the equipment to install it.” 


lhe basic cost of the satellite receiver is approximately $3900, but installation costs 
apparently are a big part of the initial investment. 


There are a number of residents west of the river who have already invested in the 


« satellite receiver dishes, and still others who are attempting to build their own. We asked 
$ - Mr. Bland about the feasibility of building your own receiver. He confirmed that it is 
Ic e possible but indicated that prior knowledge of communications and electronics is nec- 
cessary. 
€ or The dishes at present are approximately ten feet in diameter and receive a signal 
E O T from over 23,000 miles away that is only 5 watts in power. According to Bland, if we o 
me —i could get stronger signals we could use smaller dishes and this would reduce the cost. O 
| i But in order to get a stronger signal, you would have to reduce the number of channels g 
2 C for each satellite. At present there are about 24 channels available per satellite. 3 
c A few years ago, only a select few could afford home satellite systems. Now all in- = 
€ ) dications are that the future looks good for the rest of us! And chances are, they will on 
= : begin popping up like mushrooms across the country in years to come. tl 
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New drainage syste 


may be needed: dams ^" 


Three residences in West Terre Haute’s Kenwood 
subdivision will probably have to install a new water 
drainage system to replace one which was improper- 
ly installed. 

The existing system carries raw sewage onto the 
property of a neighbor in violation of state law. 

That was the word from Eddy Adams, of the U.S. 
Soil Conservation Service in Terre Haute. 

Adams said he and a member of the Vigo County 
Health Department conducted a survey of the*area 
this week. Adams said he has prepared his recom- 
mendation, which he will forward to his supervisor 
and the health department. 

Several weeks ago, Charles Cornelison, Route 15, 
complained to health department officials that the 
system was carrying raw sewage onto his property. 

Last summer, Adams recommended to the three 
residents that they install a perimeter drain to 
remove subsurface water from their property. The 
soil in the area is rated severe and not suitable for 
septic systems; when the ground becomes saturated, 
effluent will rise to the surfade. 

While the residents did install a drain this August, 
they did so without consulting either the health 
department or the Soil Conservation Service. As a 
result, it was installed improperly, causing the raw 
sewage problem. 

“It was too shallow to do any good," Adams said. 

His report will recommend that the residents get 
it replaced. 

The new drain will empty clear water — not 
effluent — into the culvert. 

Similar problems exist throughout the county, he 
said. *'You have 12 townships, and 12 townships that 
have sewage problems ” 
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West Terre Haute Post- 
master Terry Thomas this 
week said, "The U.S. Postal 
Service is strengthening its 
attack on those animal 
owners who do little to curb 
their pets' biting ways." 

Thomas noted that last year 
in California, a letter carrier 
died from complications 
resulting from a dog bite. 
“During recent years,” he 
continued, “the Postal 
Service has been experienc- 
ing in excess of 6,600 dog 
bite cases each year.” The 
incidents accounted for 
approximately 10% of all 
injuries suffered by Postal 
employees during that time. 

"We, in West Terre Haute, 
have had our problems with 
loose dogs," Thomas related. 
"So far this year we have 
suffered two dog bites—one 
on February 5th and one on 
August 7th. Shortly after the 
February incident we cur- 
tailed mail delivery, and over 
200 dogs were removed from 
the streets and alleys of our 
town." 

This action was completed 
with the assistance of 


31V 1 


Wa 


Channel 2 News, the West 
Terre Haute Police and the 
Vigg County Animal Shelter. 

It appears now, however, 
that a few dog owners feel itis 
once again safe to turn those 
dogs loose. 

Postal Service guidelines 
are quite explicit in giving 
Postmasters and Managers 
the authority to interrupt 
delivery to individual homes 
or entire blocks in areas 
where a pet is not properly 
restrained. 

in such cases, according to 
Thomas, mail will be sent to 
General Delivery for 30 days 
or until the situation is 
corrected. If the problem 
extends beyond 30 days, mail 
will be returned to sender. 

The Postal Service has also 
adopted a tougher stance in 
seeking damages for lost 
employee worktime, medical 
and other costs resulting from 
animal attacks. In the pasttwo 
years, the Postal Service has 
allegedly received in excess 
of $1,500,000 for expenses 
related to injuries. 

In light of this, Thomas says, 
"because of the seriousness 
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We arns Dog Owners 


of dog bites, these guidelines 
will be followed whenever our 
delivery personnel are con- 
fronted by a loose dog. It is 
recommended that if there 
are loose dogs in your neigh- 
borhood, that you contact the 
West Terre Haute Police. 
"As | said in February," 


"Thomas continued, "I do not 


desire to be difficult, but | 
have a responsibility to the 
U.S. Postal Service, and to the 
protection of our postal 
employees.” 

“With your assistance, we 
wil not have to curtail 
delivery, or take legal action 
against any dog owner." 
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WTH copes wi 


_ By JAN CHAIT 
Tribune Staff Writer 

West-Terre Haute is still going to 
the dogs, but not to the extent that it 
was just a week ago when the police 
department here threatened to shoot 
the strays. 

“Were still finding dogs running 
loose. We picked up three or four 
yesterday," David Eaton, the police 
chief said today, adding that more 
people have apparently been keeping 
their dogs from running loose since 
the department stepped up its cam- 
paign to rid the city of strays. 

Eaton said some of the captured 
dogs have tags, but most don't. West 
Terre Haute does have a leash law 
and, Eaton said, the city had so many 
dogs running loose and people calling 
in about them they've had to enforce 
that law. 

Since a press conference Feb. 16 
during which Eaton said dogs found 
running loose would be shot, some 57 
dogs have been brought into the Terre 


Haute Humane Society by employees 
of the society, citizens and the police, 
Marge Dean, director said. 

Ms. Dean said the Humane Society 
is ‘‘not a dog catcher" and that the 
problem is really one for the sheriff. 
“The law. states that appointed of- 
ficers will pick up stray dogs," she 
said. By helping West Terre Haute 
pick up the dogs, a drain is being 
placed on the society's finances, 
equipment and personnel, she added. 

Ms. Dean said the Humane Society 
receives between 100 and 200 calls per 
day concerning cruelty to animals 
and reported injuries. In addition to 
the time, money and equipment prob- 
lems, she said, the society ‘‘just can't 
go pick up stray animals (because it's 
not within their" jurisdiction)."' 

Tom Roberts, chief deputy of the 
Vigo County Sheriff's Department, 
said although the department has 
jurisdiction in all of Vigo County, 
"Never in the past have we picked up 
oes within the city limits of West 
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Terre Haute or within the city limits 
of Terre Haute.” 

Roberts said the department has 
only one truck and one person to 
cover the entire county. Although 
they tried to give the Humane Society 
their truck at one time, he said, the 
city council directed the department 
to "keep a deputy on it.” 

"It (the dog problem) is a con- 
tinuous pain in the back for every- 
body and, in the spring, will get even 
worse,” he said. 

The main problem in West Terre 
Haute, Eaton said, is that the depart- 
ment doesn't have the facilities to 
pick up dogs. "We only have squad 
cars to haul them in," he said. 

Of the 57 dogs brought into the 
society, 10 had been returned to their 
owners as of Monday and about 12 had 
been adopted, Ms. Dean said. 

"According to state law," she said, 
““if the dogs have not been returned to 
their owners within 72 hours, they 
belong to us." 
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Problem Dogs Causing 


Mail Deliver Suspension 
At West Terre Haute ° *' * 


By ROB SHAW 
Staff Writer 

West Terre Haute's postal service has had it with 
dogs attacking mail carriers. 

Terry Thomas, West Terre Haute postmaster, 
last week ordered mail delivery stopped along 
North Eighth Street because of the problem and 
North Eighth Street residents were forced to travel 
to the United States Post Office, at 29 S. Third St., 
if they wanted their mail. 

Three stray dogs have terrorized carriers on the 
route in recent weeks. 

On Aug. 7, carrier John Rollings was on his usual 
route delivering the mail on South Eighth Street. 
He pulled his vehicle over near 311 S. Eighth St. and 
got out. Suddenly, a great dane lunged at him from 
behind, tearing his shirt and leaving him with four 
puncture wounds in the right side of his chest. 

The owner of the dog was sitting on the front 
porch while Rollings was attacked, according to 
Thomas. Rollings was taken to the emergency 
room of a local hospital for treatment. 

The West Terre Haute Police Department was 
called to the scene after the attack, and the 
investigating officer filled out the routine report. 
The owner of the great dane was not issued a 
citation, Thomas said. The postal service plans to 
sue for damages. r 

According to Steve Leisure, West Terre Haute 
police chief, the attack was an ‘‘accident.’’ 

“The dog saw John and ran after him. It wasn't 
turned loose or anything." 

In West Terre Haute, when the police depart- 
ment picks up a stray dog for the first time, the 
owner must pay a $10 fine. The second offense 
results in a $25 fine, with the third offense resulting 
in a $50 fine. Any further occurances result in a trip 
to city court for the owner. 

Leisure said that on the average his department 
issues two or three citations per week to owners of 
dogs found running loose. 

In February, then West Terre Haute Police Chief 


David Eaton announced that any dog not on a leash 
would be shot. Terre Haute Humane Society of- 
ficials and West Terre Haute police represent- 
atives then teamed together to round up the dogs 
and take them to the shelter. Two dogs had to be 
destroyed, Leisure said. 

“The police were on top of it," said Postmaster 
Thomas. ‘‘Then they slacked off and people became 
negative and let their dogs run loose.” 

West Terre Haute mail carriers carry with them 
a can of "Halt," a spray designed to be used 
against attacking dogs. 

According to one West Terre Haute resident, 
some people believe the spray is the reason why 
dogs attack mail carriers. 

“I heard a fellow say that this mail carrier had 
maced dogs and that was the reason this dog was 
after him (the carrier)," said the man, who asked. 
not to be identified. 

Both the man and his wife, who have lived at 
their present West Terre Haute address for 29 
years, are fearful of being identified because they 
have had problems before when they have com- 
plained about stray dogs. 

“If they would fine those people in the pocket- 
book, you wouldn't have to chase the dogs down," 
she said. She claims the police don't enforce the 
stray-dog laws adequately. 

Besides having troubles with mail delivery, the 
couple has experienced other difficulties related to 
the dogs. 

**We've had small ones tear the insulation off the 
water lines... some have upset garbage cans,” the 
wife explained. 

“A lot of times you have to watch where you 
walk when you go to the garbage can," she added. 

The couple's yard looks near-perfect. The grass 
is neatly mowed and trimmed. Keeping it that way 
is not easy, the man pointed out. 

"We've got a lot of grass to mow, and when 
you've got several piles of dog crap, it gets 
aggravating," he said. 


Ws bees eee gor 77 


21 ? 1982 ) 


WTH police after the 


By ROB SHAW 
Tribune Staff Writer 

West Terre Haute is a city that is going to the 
dogs — literally. 

However, as of today, West Terre Haute police 
officials are doing something to halt the hordes of 
hounds from harassing the city and its residents. 

At a 9 a.m. press conference today, West Terre 
Haute Police Chief David Eaton said, “Effective 
immediately, any dog found running loose will be 
destroyed on sight." 

Eaton said that he has been aware of the 
doggedly persistent problem since his appointment 
as chief in May of 1981. The dog problem has left 
its mark on the city and — literally — its residents, 
Eaton said. 

"We've had mailmen bitten... we've had some 
kids bitten... we're declaring war on dogs,” Eaton 
explained. 

Owners of the dogs have been negligent in 
keeping the dogs in a secured place, according to 
the chief, but now the time has come to protect the 
public. 

*"They've been warned and they just won't keep 
them up... we've got to do something,” Eaton said. 

In the past, city officials have attempted to 
round up the plentiful pooches in their patrol cars, 
but that strategy hasn't been too successful. 

“We have tried to pick up as many as we can... 
it's hard to pick them up,” he said. 

An ordinance was passed by the city in March of 
1953, Eaton said, that gives the police department 


the authority to destroy''any dog that is not secured 
by leash or fence." y 
West Terre Haute residents tired of dodging the 
“gnashing” attempts of the dogs may be happy 
with the chief's position, but officals at the Terre ° 
Haute Humane Society are not as pleased. 
“There’s a right way and a wrong way of doing 
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‘hounds’ 
it and I think that’s the wrong way,” said Fintan 
Blair, assistant manager at the shelter. 

Blair said that he was in West Terre Haute a 
week ago to pick up some dogs reportedly running 
loose, and he is still willing to do that. > 

“That’s a bad scene. If we can just pick them up 
and bring them over here to the shelter,” he said. 

Blair admitted that the town does have a 
problem with the dogs, but he doesn't feel that 
shooting them is the proper solution. 

“The city police here in town don't shoot the 
dogs," he said. 

“We'd be totally willing to help in any way, but 
we won't have any part in any shooting.” 

Blair said that he was planning to join forces 
with Marge Dean, manager of the facility, and the 
pair would talk to Chief Eaton to attempt to work 
out an alternative solution to the destruction of the 
animals. — ' 
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By Charles Maloof 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Those who believe a dog is man’s best friend can 
appreciate the effort of the West Terre Haute 
Police Department and the Vigo County Humane 
Society to insure the safety of those homeless dogs 
and those running loose. 

Thursday was the first day of the enactment of 
an ordinance permitting officers to destroy stray 
dogs roaming the town and Police Chief David 
Eaton was "satisfied for now” with the results. 

Eaton told The TRIBUNE in a phone interview 
today that no dogs had been shot as yet, although 
22 of the strays have been caught. 

“We don't like shooting dogs and will try to coax 
them to us," he said. ‘‘But I’m drawing a hard line 
on this problem and will continue enforcing this 
ordinance as long as I can.” 

The chief said in addition to himself, one officer 
on duty and two volunteers spent an eight-hour day 
chasing the four-legged animals. 

“T had several calls yesterday and most of them 
were all for it," said Eaton. ‘‘The few complaints 
we received were from persons who had been 
previous violators.” 

Owners of the captured strays must pay a $10 
fine, indicated Eaton, with a $25 fine for the second 
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or the third and a trip to city court for 
any further occurance. i 

After paying the fine, dog owners must pay a 
visit to the Humane Shelter and pay a $5 impound- 
ing fee, according to manager Marge Dean, who, 
with two of her employees, joined Eaton and his 
men in corraling the strays. 

"I was tired and wet, but happy to save some 
dogs," Mrs. Dean said. “They (dogs) were all 
pretty healthy and of a mixed breed." 

Dean also warned dog owners that, according to 
state law, a stray animal can be put up for adoption 


-after 72 hours in confinement. 


"Anyone wanting to adopt a dog must pay the 
fine and bring proof (of ownership) to us," said 
Mrs. Dean. ''We had quite a few calls already." 

Mrs. Dean said the dogs will be at the shelter 
indefintely unless one becomes ill and must be 
destroyed. 

Many local residents have contacted her about 
loose dogs and have asked if they. (as residents) 
have authority to shoot them. It is illegal to shoot 
dogs in Vigo County, Mrs. Dean said and persons 
should contact the proper law enforcement agency 
if they have a problem regarding stray animals in 
their area. 
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the Vigo County Humane Society, whose a 

manager Marge Dean, checks on the well- 
ih police authorized to destroy being of this animal. With Dean is 

EN LAM c An effort to prevent the Chief of Police David Eaton. E 

animals from being shot was undertaken by Staff Photo/Bill Williams e 


STRAY DOG ROUNDUP — A crackdown on 
stray dogs in West Terre Haute began this 
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The West Terre Haute Tow! 
Board held a special meeting 
on Monday, August 23, at the 
Town Hall..to settle two 
matters. 

First, the board voted to 
approve the 1983 Budget 
estimate and forward it to the 
county for further work and 
approval. 

That budget noted several 
changes from last year. The 
1982 General Fund budget 
was $210,308. The Board is 
asking for $256,006 for 1983. 
The Local Road and Street 
Repair line increased $5,000 
from $15,000 in 1982; The 
Cumulative Capital request 

went from $24,337 in 1982 to 
$25000 in 1983. 
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Federal Revenue Sharing 
Funds will.drop this coming 
year to $20,388. down from 
521.612 in 1982. The Motor 
Vehicle Fund will increase to 
556.892 from $46,878. 

These budget requests. it 
must be stressed, are only 
requests, and there is no 
guarantee the town will re- 
ceive the monies asked for. 
Historically, the budget has 
been slashed by up to 
$20,000 in past requests. 

in other action, the Town 
Board voted to go ahead with 
an application for a Com- 
munity Development Block 
Grant. of $250,000 to add to 
the drainage network in the 
tcwn, alleviating some of the 
flooding problems so preva- 
lent. especially on Poplar, 
after a rainstorm. 

The grant request will ask 
for 2,850 feet of 36" pipe, 530 
feet of 12" pipe, 650 feet of 
18" pipe, 18 inlets, 9 60" man- 
holes. and a headwall. The 
engineering firm of Hurst- 
Rosche (of Terre Haute) were 
the consulting engineers on 
the project. 

Town officials predict that 
due to the state of the e- 
conomy. chances are slim 
that West Terre Haute will re- 
ceive the grant, but the drains 
would be so beneficial the 
town must act on all possible 
avenues of outside money. 

As an incentive to the 
government to accept West 
Terre Haute's bid, the town 
committed a total of 596 of the 
cost ($12,500) to the project. 
This money stays in the 
town's accounts and will be 
spent only if the grant is 


. approved. 
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West Terre Haute Food Co-o 
Looking | for Help 
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The West Terre Haute Food 
Co-op, which distributes food 
at reduced prices to those 
residents of Sugar Creek 
who qualify, is nearing the 
end of its financial rope, ac- 
cording to volunteer workers 
at the co-op. 

The food co-op, under the 
direction of Loren Laska, 
receives food from Catholic 
Charities and local grocers at 
greatly reduced prices and 

. passes those savings on to its 
customers. Nonetheless, 
costs incurred in operating a 
business necessitate funding 
by outside agencies. The food 
co-op is reportedly under the 
auspices of the West Terre 
Haute Community Center, but 
has received no funding from 
the center. Up to this time, the 
co-op has existed by outside 
donations and the slight 
prcfits it generates. Apparent- 
ly that is not enough, and the 
volunteer workers report they 
will have to close their doors if 
new sources of funding aren't 


uncovered within a few 
weeks. 
The volunteers -told . the. 


Gazette, "We don't want to 
close the doors—we have 
worked hard and hope we 
have helped the people of the 
West Terre Haute area. 


Winters are bad times for 
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most people, and this is the 
time that we are really needed 
in the area.” 

“We hope we can continue 
to provide this service for the 
area people,” they concluded. 
' All donations are welcome, 
and any suggestions for 
outside funding should be 
directed to Loren Laska at the 
Food Co-op. 
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WTH Town Board 
To Attack Water In 


North End of Town, 


Mackall" E. 


ver 25 citizens attended 
the Town Board meeting held 
at 7:30 p.m. Monday evening, 
April 5, at the West Terre 
Haute Town Hall. Board 
members present included 
Clarence Beck, Jr, Larry 
Cassagne and Jim Withem. 
.Town Attorney James Bopp 
also sat in on the meeting. 
By far, the most important 
aspect of the meeting con- 
cerned the water problem 
which continues to plague 
some West Terre Haute 
residents. Although the 
problem isn't nearly as devas- 
tating, on the whole, as it was 
in 1913 and 1943 (see photo 
at left) some parts of the town 
are still waterlogged. 
As a start toward solving 
this problem, town represen- 
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tátfves will approach the Army 
Corps of Engineers later this 
month for help. The Engineers 
are scheduled to visit West 
Terre Haute ón April 20 for 
their semi-annual inspection 
of the levee they helped build. 

The levee—the main- 
tenance of which by the local 
association has been highly 
praised—has greatly cur- 
tailed the amount of water 
within the town proper. In fact, 
according to Randy Herring- 


ton, president of the levee - 


association, all water in the 
town is as a result of seepage, 
not leaks or faults in the levee 
‘itself. 
The water problem, pri- 


marily inthe north end, can be | 


Solved by the Corps of 
Engineers, Herrington feels, 
although the resolution may 
take considerable time. It is 
hoped that funds necessary 
for construction, or recon- 
struction, will come from the 
federal government. 

In other board action, alone 
dog in the area of North 8th 
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and 9th Streets is still King of 
the Hillin that area, cutting off 


| mail delivery for some resi- 
pen Chief of Police Dave 
Eaton promises an early end 
to the dog's reign. 

Irresponsible citizens are 
dumping trash on West Vigo 
777. Elementary School grounds. 
The illegal dumping will be 
looked into by town police., 
Citizens are urged to dump 
trash and waste products in 
approved sites. illegal 
dumping is not only unsightly 
but unhealthy. 

Town finances as reported 
by the Board are as follows: 


Town: | 
March Receipts: $76,424.26 
Disbursements: 34,266.29 
Balance: 76,136.31 


(March receipts include the first 
tax installment of $60,000) 
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Water: 


‘March receipts: $15,150.85 , 
Disbursements: 11,923.88 
Balance: 37,381.66 


The West Terre Haute | 
Volunteer Fire Department : 
‘March statistics were: 
Wotaliruns. ce eT Tm p, 6 
(Includes 4 rescues, 1 false. 
alarm and 1 gas leak.) 

A total of 1 hour and 31° 
minutes were expended on. 
runs. An additional 18 man- 
hours were spent in free 
emergency service, and 135 
manhours of training were | 
accomplished during the 
month. 
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Board Handles Several Problems 


Town Board D nk, 


Has SRO Crowd “ 


£s vile Ga telle Jo 2,5 e > 

P West Terre Haute Town 
Board met on Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 5, at the Town Hall, in 
front of a full capacity crowd 
interested in various areas of 
problems. Board members 
present included president 
Clarence Beck, Jr, Jerry 
Lyons, Jim Withem, Clerk- 
Treasurer Larry Cassagne 
and Town Attorney Jim Bopp. 

Water Works 

Larry Cassagne reported 
the Water Works had Septem- 
ber receipts of $15,404.41, 
disbursements of $19,238.19 
and a working balance of 
$23,629.75. An itemized list 
of bills payable was presen- 
ted to the Board and ap- 
proved. 

Town Attorney Jim Bopp in- 
formed the Board that Mr. and 
Mrs. John Green had filed a 
lawsuit against the Water 
Works for damages to their 
property resulting from last 
winters freeze. At that time, 
the automatic overflow turn- 
off valve on the water tower 
next to the Town Hall,froze 
shut and allowed water to spill 
over onto the Green property. 
The suit names the town for 
negligence and asks for 
$8,554.00 for damages to the 
roof, awnings and interior of 
the building, and also com- 
pensation for loss of bus- 
iness. Bopp reported he will 
turn the suit over to the town 
insurance carrier. 

Town of West Terre Haute 

Cassagne reported town 
receipts of $17,738.81, dis- 
bursements of $41,259.59 
and a working balance of 
$17,384.30. This figure does 
not include an additional 
$50,000 which is currently 


drawing interest in another 
account. 


At this time departmental 
reports were given, including 
the Street report, Fire report 
and Police report. 

The West Terre Haute Vol- 
unteer Fire Department re- 
sponded to a total of 25 
alarms during the month of 
September, 14 of which were 
within the town of West Terre 
Haute. The other 11 were 
within Sugar Creek Township. 
The alarms included 17 
rescues, 3 vehicle fires, and 2 
false alarms. 

Volunteer firefighters were 
in actual emergency service a 
total of nine hours and 45 
minutes, rendering a total of 
97 man-hours of emergency 
services, plus an additional 
175 man-hours of training. 

Fire losses for the month 
totaled approximately $1,000 
for the town of West Terre 
Haute and approximately 
$750 for Sugar Creek. a 

Public Forum 


One resident suggest 


rA 


A TURF member, Carl 
Gregory of Fontanet, spoke 
up, suggesting to the people 
of West Terre Haute, and the 
Board, in particular, that they 
had been lied to and deceived 
by the Area Planning Com- 
mission. 

Gregory maintained that 
the Area Planning Commis- 
sion was interested only in 
protecting the airport building 
plans. He proposed the town 
withdraw from the Commis- 
sion. The Board unanimously 
suggested they would wait 
until a firm plan was pre- 
sented them before making 
up their minds. . 

In other matters, a Board of 
Health represented re- 
quested the Board's help in 
the search of a local land: 
owner, and WCIED represen- 
tative Darrell Auterson re- 
ported that the preliminary 
block grant application had 
been mailed. 

The next board meeting is 


“ scheduled for Monday, No- 


vember 1. Any date change 


ted 
the Board pass a trash |Milpfadbrtég T TD DANY 


burning ordinance. He, in par- 
ticular, suffers from respira- 
tory ailments. The Board took 
this matter under advisement. 

A delegation from Edwards 
Street protested the non- 
delivery of their mail due to 
the purported presence of 
dogs in the neighborhood. 
These residents praised the 
police department for greatly 
reducing the number of loose 
dogs within the town. Board 
members requested those 
people not receiving mail 
because of dogs contact 


them as liaisons with West 
Terre Haute Postmaster Terry 
Thomas. 
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By GINA SEGOVIA 
Star Staff Writer 

Out Zella White's window, she can 
see her neighbors' children floating 
across their back yard on plastic 
boats. 

White is one of several West Terre 
Haute trailer dwellers who woke up 
four days ago to flooded yards and 
streets. A river had crawled up to 
their porches. 

“It happened so fast. I went to 
sleep and there was small puddle by 
my trailer. I woke up and the water 
was all around me," White recalled 
of discovering the flooding, the result 
of underground seepage according to 
Civil Defense officials. 

She adds that it was quite a shock, 
and at first she panicked. “I almost 
went through the roof." But now she 
is an old hand at coping with her new 
house boat, which sits near the west 
edge of the Wabash River. 

White has a small board that meas- 
ures the water stage, and a pair of 


knee-high white rubber boots that are... 


the envy of her neighbors. 

"My landlady has been trying to 
find a pair all week. She said you 
can't find a pair of boots in West 
Terre Haute," said White. te 

There is a brick-and-board bridge 
one two-by-four wide that White, a 
dainty woman with grown children, 
literally dances across to take out the 
garbage and get the mail. 

"My landlady and I made this 
bridge. You get used to it," she says 
with the assurance of an old flood pro. 
White keeps track of the depth of the 
water in her yard with a white board 
that has daily pencil marks on it. 

She said the water has already 
started to recede. 

As she makes her way to her trash 
can, Warren Williams darts on his 
bicycle through the barricades that 
block the street behind White’s | 
trailer. 

Oblivious to high water warning 
signs, the West Vigo High School 
sophomore glides through the water- 
covered street — the wet spokes of 
his bicycle send sparkles of reflected 
sun into the air. 
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iler Park 


“Its not all bad," White dui ps. 
Balancing on the wobbly bridge, she 
pauses at the sight of Williams. 

"I'm on my way to St. Mary's," he 
yells. "Taking the scenic route." 

The waves from the movement of 
the bike throgh | the water beat against 
the side of White's trailer. 

~ Cars can send the water crashing 
against the sides of the trailers in the 
park. Motorists ignoring the bar- 
ricade and gliding through the 
Streets-turned-canals have. caused 
some residents concern. 

Water is already high enough in 
some of the areas to damage heating 
pumps and electric wires. 

Gil Leonard, Director of Civil De- 

. fense, said the problems created by 
waves from passing vehicles is one of 
water-related headaches which have 
prompted surprisingly few com- 
plaints to his office. 

“It’s not that they don't call about 
the water. They do. But there isn't 
any real danger right now," Leonard 
, said. 

_ He said the flooding was caused by 
seepage, rather than river over-flow. 

The water is coming from an old 
underground tunnel, Leonard said. 
"It comes through where the old 
interurban streetcar went under the 
railroad tracks and up to Seelyville. 
They filled it in but it’s still loose,” he 
explained. 

Leonard said Terre Haute is on a 
gravel base and that the water prob- 
lems in this area are all caused from 
the river going under ground and then 
coming up through the surface. 

"I haven't seen this much water 
laying around in a- long time," 
Leonard said. 

According to Leonard there was 
extensive flooding in West Terre 
Haute in 1943 and again in 1953. The 
National Guard was called to sandbag 

| and help flooded areas in Dresser and 
| West Terre Haute. 

Leonard said he had to take an 
Army raft to his West Terre Haute 
home. "The water in Dresser was 
about 30 feet high then," he said. 
"This is the worst since then, X he 
asserted. 
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Charies Elkins, a Terre Haute Gas 
Company employee, lives close to the 
river behind the West Terre Haute 
Little League field. The pond at the 
ball park attracts neighborhood kids 
who make thier way across it on 
partially submerged playground 
equipment. 

Elkins said the water had never 
been as high as it is now in the seven 
years he had lived in his trailer. 
"Now you would have to swim out 
there to get to it," he jokes of an 
above-ground swimming pool in his 
back yard. 

Meanwhile Canterbury Convales- 
cent Centre nursing home residents 
are still camping out at the National 
Guard Armory on east Maple Avenue, 
where they were moved to a week ago 
when flood waters threatened to fill 
first-floor rooms at the facility, lo- 
cated on Maple Avenue West. 

"Several of the first floor rooms 
were flooded a few days ago," 
Leonard said. He has been meeting 
with Canterbury management on a 
daily basis to assess the situation and 
prepare for the residents to be moved 
back to the center. 


"We don't know when that will be 
yet. We have been keeping track of 
the river — rain upstream will delay 
the falling of the river at least a day" 
he explained. 


He said the river should drop a foot 


Sunday and then hold steady on Mon- 
day. 


i i i in her 
BALANCING ACT — Zella White eases her way over a makeshift bridge in 
front yard. Flooding in the trailer park where she lives has brought water 
levels up near the tops of the foundations of the mobile homes, but hasn't 
caused any serious trouble for the residents. (Star Photo: Randy Prophet) 
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West Terre Haute Volunteers Now 


Trained, Equipped For Emergencies 


Sometimes a few minutes can be 
the difference between life and death. 

Training obtained by members of 
the West Terre Haute Volunteer Fire 
Department can provide those few, 
necessary minutes. 

Eleven department members have 
been certified as Emergency Medical 
Technicians, according to John 
Belskamper, president. They can 
respond to emergency situations and 
often reach victims five or 10 minutes 
before an ambulance can cross the 
river. 

The fire department is not 
equipped with an ambulance and does 
not transport victims, Belskamper 


S JUN 5 1984 
said. The EMTs in their rescue truck 
precede the ambulance, provide 
emergency first aid and prepare vic- 
tims for transportation by the am- 
bulance. 

When the ambulance arrives, the 
victim can be transported im- 
mediately, Belskamper said. 

The EMT schooling was made 
possible by contributions from local 
business and individuals, according to 
Belskamper. The department’s 
woman’s auxiliary bought two 
trauma kits for the EMTs to use, he 
added. 

When an ambulance is needed, the 
Terre Haute Fire Department or 
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private professional ambulance 
services are called. The ambulance 
crew then alerts the West Terre 
Haute EMTs. If West Terre Haute is 
called, they alert the ambulance, 
Belskamper said. 

Often, because they know their own 
area better, the EMTs can assist the 
ambulance in finding a location. The 
West Terre Haute department 
answers calls anywhere in Sugar 
Creek Township and the EMTs once 
responded to a call from Illinois. 

The training “has helped this de- 
partment to serve the community in a 
better way," Belskamper said. 
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West Terre Haute water 


will be costing more 


The Public Service Commission an- 
nounced Wednesday it has approved a 
60 percent rate hike for the West 
Terre Haute Water Works Co. 

When contacted Thursday about 
the increase, company officials said 
they had not been notified of the 
decision, and they also indicated that 
initial figures concerning the local 
rates may be incorrect. 

The figures, which were released 
Wednesday, maintain that utility 
customers living inside the town, who 
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now pay $2.18 for 3,000 gallons, will 
pay $3.49; while those who live out- 
side the city limits will pay $9.31 for 
2500 gallons, instead of the current 
$5.82. 


The West Terre Haute utility, 
which serves 1,677 customers, re- 
ceived its last rate hike in October, 
1977. 


Company officials refused to com- 
ment further until receiving official 
notification from the PSC. 
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Community Affairs Fir 
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION OF CLASS, 
MAINTENANCE OF MCLASS AGT LON: TAND a 


PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AND DISMISSAL pe REFERENCE 
| OF CLASS ACTION O NOT CIRCULA 
NOTER A cune ELM MS veo - T = PA TE 


| All customers and users of the water service of the West 
Terre Haute Water Works of West Terre Haute, Indiana, and all those 
who ingested water from said water service during the years 1976 

; and 1977 are hereby notified that lawsuit determined to be main- 
| famed as a class actionaen their behal tiwas Pided *n*bhe?5upenrer 
BENE Nof Vigo Gounty/;Divisiom 2, ds presently pending, in, the 


memeta Court of Parke County Indiana, as ¢ Cause No.) 77-C- s 
ane rerentitleds Gastone Canal, Jr... Norman Fuller and Mae 

| Fuller d/b/a Owens Service Station and Clark Oil and Refining 

| Corporation". The said lawsuit secks damages for personal injury, | 

| property damage and economic loss to members of the class for the 
said period of time by reason of a foreign substance or substances, 
including gasoline, being present in the water orovided by said 
service. | 

You are notified rhot"rhe" Circuime-sGourt ol. Ranke | Cothey, | 

Indiana has determined that the class of persons who have claims 
that are ascertainable in said class action lawsuit are to be | 
Dienulfied by, including all those who notify the Clerk of the, Parke 
Gimet Court -of „the existence of a claim for personal Imur, | 
Property damage, or economic loss by reason of the use or inges- Ti 
tion of the water provided by the said water service or by reason | 
of the. interruption. of saidiwater servica during. thewvenás 1976 | 
and 1977 resulting from foreign substance or substances, includiny| 
gasoline, being present in the water provided bv said service | 
during said period of time. All other persons will be excluded | 
Morn Ad Class action dawsuit.,., Such netice by these desiring 
to be members of the class in said lawsuit Shall be made to ~the 
Chéskrof Barke County at the Parke: County Courthouse, D.59 51 and 
QfüsSEreetk Rockville, = dndiana, byje3€her .certified-or:registerec 
mail on or before the tst day of July PS al MAC REL 
form of such notice shall include the legible name and address of 
the person submitting the same. Those persons not making claim 
or not mailing notice to the Clerk of Parke County. as, provided 

| herein will be excluded from the class, and anv judgment or 
order of the Court male in said lawsuit will include all those 
who could have qualified as members of the class. 


A settlement of said lawsuit has been proposed wherein the 
sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) exclusive of reason ible 
attorneys' fees and court costs, shall bg paid to the Clerk < 
Parke Countv on behalf of said class, and the Cierk shall there- 
after divide said sum equally among members of the class sub- 
mitting an affidavit to the Clerk of Parke County assertin hat 
personal injury, property damage or economic loss was incurred by 
the affiant by reason of the use.or ingestion of the water pro- 
'ided bv said water service, or by reason of the interruption of 
said water service during the years 1976 and 1977. The Court will, 
approvc such settlement subject to object ions to the same that m 


bo filea in writinyg-or-made oraliv-by-or-on behalf—ot anyaucnhor 

"of the cliss af a liewrianp. Sehed led [or sq pubpose at^ 2-00 .. 
o'clock P.M. on the Jarn day of Tui EL Diet, un the Circus 
Court of Parke County, Indiana. “If said settlement is approved, 
the class action lawsuit will be dismissed with prejudice. 
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West Terre Haute 


Owners Can Bank 
On Levee Levy... _ 


by Machar Jacobs 


Randy Herrington, presi- 
dent of the Levy Association 
in West Terre Haute, recently 
announced that residents in 
West Terre Haute proper will 
be required to pay a levee tax 
this year for the first time 
since 1977. 

The tax will be minimal, 
according to Herrington, but 
necessary in order to cover 
the cost of maintaining the 
levy. He pointed out that the 
levy was paid for in 1977, at 
which time the new board 
consisting of himself, Larry 
Cassagne, Larry Likens, bob 
Eyre and another member 


"who has since resigned, took 


over the operation of the levy. 

"We had $9200 in the 
treasury then," said Herring- 
ton, "and we felt the tax was 
no longer necessary so we 
voted to drop it. Since that 
time, however, we have had to 
buy mowing equipment, pay 
for oil, gas, paint, etc., as well 
as paying Bob Eyre for main- 
taining the equipment and 
mowing. Our treasury has 
been completely drained." 

Herrington added that Eyre 
has been working for seven 
months now without pay, in- 
dicating that some money 
had to be raised quickly. 

We also spoke with Bob 
Eyre, who works the pumps 
and mows the levee area. He 
explained that keeping the 
grass mowed and keeping 
trees from starting along the 
levee is very important. "If 
trees grow” he said, “the roots 
would break up the soil and it 
would wash away. A good 
stand of grass helps keep the 
soil from eroding.” 

The new line which was 
completed in 1972 runs from 
Toad Hop on the south, 
around West Terre Haute, 


behind Centennial Tire Co., 


then north of old Paris Road 
behind Kibler Feed Store, 
then west along the railroad 
tracks to about 300 feet 
beyond State Road 150. 

“The new levee is holding 
up well,” insisted Eyre. “The 
flooding we have been ex- 
periencing on the north end of 
town around the ball park,” he 
said, “is due to seep water. 

“The railroad tracks are 
built up high along there to 
form a natural barrier against 
water from the north, but will 
all the rain and snow this year, 
the ground is completely 
Saturated and because we 
have a lot of gravel and sand, 
the water has been seeping 
through under the tracks.” 
Eyre also explained that there 
are no pumps on the north 
side of town to relieve the 
flooding. 

The pumping station for the 
levy is located between 7th 
and 8th on the south end of 
town. Much of the cost in- 
volved with operating the 
levee is the' cost of the 
electricity. 

It costs nearly $30 just to 
turn on the big pumps. Eyre 
commented that the pumps 
“pump over 30,000 gallons 
per minute—and that takes a 
lot of electricity." 

Last years maintenance 
costs, according to Herring- 
ton, were $1,841.00. This 
figure was achieved by 
cutting costs to a bare mini- 
mum. "The Corps of En- 
gineers, who periodically 
inspect the levee, suggests 
that we keep $20,000 in the 


‘treasury at all times for 


emergencies," Herrington 
said, "and right now we have 
almost zero in the treasury." 

"The small amount of 
money we will be collecting 
from the tax levy will total only 
$5,000 per year. At that rate, it 
will take some time to build up 
the treasury." 
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Community Affairs File, 


Water Wo, - 
gets notificatieh /^ /^" 
of rate approval 


After more than two 
weeks of uncertainty, 
the West—Terre--Haute 
Water Works Corp. has 
received notification of 
its rate increase ap- 
prova! from the Public 
Service Commission. 


There had been con- = 


fusion. since June 3. 
when wire services re 
ported the PSC had 
granted the 60 percent 
hike. 

However, the WTH 
company was not in- 
formed of the approval 
officially and would not 
comment further on the 
matter. 

At that time, WTH of- 
ficials noted that the 
figures released by the 
wire service might have 
been incorrect, and this 
hypothesis is now found 
to be true. 

It was originally re- 
ported that customers 
who lived in the city 
limits would be paying 
$3.49 for 3.000 gallons. 
while those outside the 
limits would pay $9.31 
for 2.500 gallons. It was 
also reported that 
customers were then 
paying $2.18 and $5.82, 
respectively. 

A company 
spokesman announced 
Wednesday, however, 
that these figures were 
incorrect and gave the 
correct rates. 

Not including taxes, 
town residents will pay 
$3.36 for 3,000 gallons (as 
opposed to $2.10 former- 
ly) and out-of-town 
customers, who original- 
ly paid $5.60 for 2,500 
gallons, will be subject 
to a5 rate. 

le new rates go into 
effect immediately. 
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In West Terre Haute: 


Police Chief Eaton 


Community Affairs File Topun 


outlines his goals 


By JOE BEACH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Upgrading the West Terre Haute 
Police Department, as well as im- 
proving its image, are primary goals 
of recently appointed WTHPD Chief 
David Eaton. 

Eaton, a retired 20-year veteran of 
the Terre Haute Police Department, 
took the position May 6 when former 
Chief Paul Dowell resigned to pursue 
business interests. Dowell had been 
chief for about a year and a half. 

Law enforcement in a small town is 
much different than in a city the size 
of Terre Haute, Eaton pointed out. Of 
course, the size of the operation is 
smaller, he said. and the approach to 
the job is different. 

But, WTHPD faces many of the 
same problems other departments 
must deal with. 

Inadequate funding is one of the 
department's problems, he said. 
Money for new equipment and more 
manpower is not available. 

*We're lacking in a lot of ways," 
he said. 

Despite the lack of funds, Eaton 
said he has tried to make improve- 
ments within the department. A few 
walls were built at police head- 
quarters to separate offices. 

Eaton also is trying to better or- 
ganize the department files, a job 
Dowell started. Eaton said records 
are an important part of police work 
— “They show what we've done.” 

Four full-time officers, two part- 
time officers and three volunteers 
make up Eaton’s department. A 
secretary 
dispatcher 
also works during the day. 

Many times, only one officer will 
be on duty, he said. Although the 
officers have completed training at 
the Indiana Law Enforcement 
Academy, Eaton beleives the relaxed 
small-town atmosphere sometimes 
gives the men a false sense of securi- 


ty. 


“I don't want any of my officers 
hurt," he said. "It does get a little 
hairy at times.” For this reason, the 
WTHPD officers will participate in 
the Terre Haute department's fall 
pistol qualification, he said. Officers 
will also receive additional training 
when possible. 

"We're trying to upgrade the police 
department,” he said. Upgrading the 
department also means changing the 
image of the West Terre Haute force, 
he said. 

Until the last few years, Eaton said 
the police station was a place were 
local citizens would gather to pass the 
time of day. He added the department 
thus gained a less-than-serious image 
in the minds of the citizens. 

But the changes that have been 
made in the department's operation 
since that time have helped to im- 
prove local attitudes toward the 
force, Eaton said. 

Eaton thinks citizens are happy to 
see the changes. A continued effort to 
improve the operation, ‘‘so that peo- 
ple'have more respect for the depart- 
ment," he added. 

Going from an operation the size of 
the Terre Haute Police Department 
to becoming chief of the West Terre 
Haute force took some adjustment, 
Eaton said. 

“It’s a lot different in a small town 
than it is in Terre Haute,” he said. 

Part of the chief's job is to 
represent the department at various 
civic group meetings and to make 
reports to the town board. 

*"'T'm doing a variety of things," he 
said. 

Eaton said he is familiarize 
himself with what's going on in the 
community. 

Eaton says he enjoys his new job. 
After three years in retirement, he's 
glad to be back in police work. 

"After 20 years of police work, it 
gets in your blood," he said. 
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WEST TERRE HAUTE POLICE CHIEF DAVID EATON 
..upgrading department, improving image 
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By DONNA CHRISTENBERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 

A reported water problem in the West Terre Haute area 
was the subject of discussion for approximately three 
dozen citizens who met with State Sen. William Dunbar, R- 
Terre Haute, Monday night. 

The group intends to solicit support from the state 
highway department in the form of funds to fix the 
problem. 

The focus of attention is the reported lack of proper 
drainage on a two block stretch of U.S. 40. According to 
Dunbar, school bus drivers said at the meeting that often 
when heavy rains occur, vehicles have to cross the center 
line and go into the other lane to avoid the flood of water. 

Jerry Lindsay, Terre Haute sub-district superintendent 
for the highway department, said that water used to drain 
to the south and west toward the creek; since the area has 
been developed, however, he said the path of drainage has 
been blocked. 

Dunbar said that each season has its own hazards; in the 
late fall or early winter when a heavy freeze follows a rain 
the street is two blocks of solid ice. In the summer, as a 
result of rains, mud and later dust accumulate. Dunbar 
praised Lindsay for keeping his commitment to the people 
to keep the road swept clear. 

The senator also noted that a check with area planning 
revealed the traffic flow to be “phenomenally high.” 

Residents reported to Dunbar that the drainage situation 
has existed for 41 years. In 1977 a project to fix the 
drainage was approved, but it never received funding. The 
original cost was estimated at $150,000; today the estimate 
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runs anywhere from $200,000 to $500,000. 

A survey of the problem was conducted by the state 
highway department earlier this year, but Dunbar said 
that neither he nor anyone else locally has seen a copy of 
the report. 


He planned to meet with some of the governor's staff 
this afternoon to garner support for the drainage project 
at the highest levels. 

Lindsay and Dunbar both agreed that only so much 
money is available for this type of project. Lindsay said 
that he has reported the problem through proper channels, 
but that many other districts are also seeking money for 
their problems. Lindsay stressed that citizens will have to 
sell the project to the decision makers. 


About 300 signatures are on a petition so far, and Dunbar 
hopes to have 1,000 by the time he is scheduled to meet with 
the highway department chairman Dec. 1. Letters and 
phone calls to Gene Hallet, department chairman, or his 
deputy were other courses Dunbar suggested citizens 
should take. 

The West Terre Haute situation will hopefully be put on 
the high priority list of the highway department through 
these actions. 

Dunbar then hopes to find money in one of two ways to 
fund the drainage project. The first would be to have the 
work declared a major project. The second would be to 
have the project handled as a maintenance program with 
funds available through the Crawfordsville District. 

If the second course is taken, work could begin as early 
as next spring. 
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WTH Drainage Correction "" 


Indiana's Director of Highways in- 
dicating he felt pressure to correct a 
drainage problem at West Terre 
Haute said the department is pre- 
pared to move and correct the situa- 
tion. 

Senator Bill Dunbar, who headed 
up a drive to have a portion of U.S. 40 
through the community repaired, 
said he finally received word from 
Gene K. Hallock stating the depart- 
ment is looking at the job as top 
priority. At a citizen's meeting, held 
last month, Dunbar said he had been 
unsuccessful in contacting the 
highway department director. Dun- 
bar said at the time he was planning 
to contact the governor's aides in 
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officials to respond to the need at 
West Terre Haute. 

Hallock recently wrote Dunbar 
stating, "In recent weeks we have 
received considerable correspon- 
dencee in relation to the drainage 
problem along U.S. 40 at the west 
edge of West Terre Haute. This of 
course reinforces the concern that 
you expressed concerning the poten- 
tial hazard." Dunbar, at the citizens 
meeting, urged those present to 
circulate petitions supporting the pro- 
ject, asked everyone to write letters 
to Hallock and suggested to many 
that they telephone deparment of- 
ficials. Senator Dunbar said more 


than 200 area residents and business 
people circulated and signed petitions 
supporting the project. 

Hallock said he undstood the pro- 
blem developed over 40 years ago 
because the original drainiage pat- 
tern was blocked, ‘‘and was not re- 
solved through the normal recourse 
by the county drainage board". The 
director said he was aware the pro- 
blem was included in the 1977 pro- 
gram and later dropped because it 
was listed ‘‘ a fourth or fifth priority 
within the district at that time." 

The director said he is confident 
the district will develop construction 
plans this winter. "We would then be 
able to go to contract in July or 
August of 1982 as the new fiscal year 
funds are available," Hallock stated. 
Dunbar said this is sooner than he 
anticipated and added that he will 
monitor the state's activity to assure 
the project is completed. 

Jerry Lindsay of the local highway 
deparment office said if the project is 
bid next summer, the project could be 
completed before the end of the year. 
He explained district engineers will 
survey the area to determine what is 
needed and estimate the cost. In- 
dianapolis people will follow that with 
an on-site inspection and make addi- 
tional recommendations. Lindsay 
said when the project is bid in July 
the department will expect it to 
finished as soon as possible. Present 
estimates place the cost at about 
$200,000. Lindasay said this is not a 
major project to contractors. 
However, it is a major project to the 
people of West Terre Haute, Lindsay 
said ~ 


nian HANS finos 031 


West Terre Haute 
gets settlement 

As the result of a settlement agree- 
ment, West Terre Haute's Water 
Works will receive $75,000 from Clark 
Oil & Refining Corp. for a reported 
1977 incident in which gas from a 
service station tank allegedly leaked 
into city wells, West Terre Haute 
officials say. 

Town Board President Jim 
Withem, who made the announce- 
ment Thursday, said that he was 
satisfied with the settlement. 

In the original law suit, West Terre 
Haute was asking for $175,000 in 
damages. 

Noting that the lawsuit was re- 
introduced into court after being dis- 
missed by a previous administration, 
Withem said, ''We thought we were 
lucky to get anything back." 

Withem said the money would be 
used to “bail out the water works, 
which is about $47,000 in the red, and 
also to paint the water tower, which 
is a mess." 

Representatives in the settlement 
were Brames, Bopp & Haynes for 
West Terre Haute and Locke, Boyd, 
Reynolds & Weisell of Indianapolis 
for the oil company. 

According to Arnold Brames, at- 
torney for West Terre Haute, the 
remaining damages were paid for 
with a grant from the Farmer's 
Home Administration, a federal 
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